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For The Sunday-School Times. 
AND OUT AMONG THE 
YOUNGSTERS. 


BY “ PARSONICUS.,” 


IN 


THE BAD BOY TURNED OUT OF 
SUNDAY-SCHOOL, 


SHALL never forget the appearance 

of that boy as he was undergoing the 
operation of being hustled out of Sun- 
day-school. It was a good many years 
ago, but the impression made on my 
biemory was so deep that it is as fresh as 
ever. There have been other bad beys 
in the world. Some of them have been 
punished, and some have not. But for 
an instance of exemplary punishment, 
of sentence meted out to the offender 
without abatement or compromise, of 
official wrath of big men visited on an 
offending small boy, that boy’s case 
stands out prominently in my mind as a 
model. 

Beyond question, the boy’s offence was 
rank, probably outranking all the offen- 
ces committed by all the other boys in 
that school, from its organization to the 
day of the turning of the boy out of 
doors. My impression is that conspicu- 
ous among his offences was impudence. 
He had a coarse way of being impudent, 
too. His father was a stable-keeper, and 
the boy had been brought up among 
horses and profane people who were not 
as good as the horses. 
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The Sunday-school to which this pre- 
viously untutored young person had been 
sent for the elements of his religious 
education was an extraordinarily respect- 
able one. Good order was its rule. The 
superintendent was as regular as a well 
oiled clock. The teachers were punctu- 
ally in their places, looking exceedingly 
genteel. There was a gentlemanly air of 
quiet about the wholeconcern. The chil- 
dren came, for the most part, from homes 
of well-to-do people, and brought with 
them an aroma of refinement. Exactly 
how this rude stable boy came in seemed 
a mystery. I think he had become ac- 
quainted with some of the other boys in 
their street sports and had probably ac- 
cepted their invitation to come to Sun- 
day-school. 

Imagine the distressful discord intro- 
duced into the school by this bad boy. 
He was not demonstrative in the way of 
getting up commotions; he played no 
pranks on his fellow scholars; his chief 
difficulty seemed to be that he and his 
teacher were not adapted to each other. 
The teacher tried to govern him just as 
he governed the other boys who had en- 
joyed the advantages of a good bringing 
up. In this he made very much such a 
failure as he would have made had he 








harnessed an unbroken Mexican colt to 
his family carriage, and started out for a 
drive. When he tried to compel the boy 
to treat him respectfully, the boy balked 
and shied and kicked. Then he tried 
compulsion again and more. Then the 
boy got more and more stubborn; as 
stubborn as a whole mule team. Teacher 
called superintendent to help settle the 
controversy, and superintendent failed 
just where teacher failed. Nobody knew 
positively exactly what was the final and 
crowning impudence the boy had com- 
mitted, but it was whispered by some who 
claimed to have reliable information that 
he had spat in the teacher’s face. What- 
ever it was it was more than the teacher 
could stand. | 

I remember the boy, thrust by the 
teacher into a half kneeling, half squat- 
ting position, beside the teacher’s chair, 
the Sunday before the expulsion. It 
was a position of humiliation and pun- 
ishment for some personal misdemeanor 
committed against the teacher. Its ten- 
dency, however, was not to make the 
boy a speck more humble than he was 
before ; and humility was not one of the 
things for which he was famous. 

When the expulsion. came it was an 
explosion too. The teacher undertook 





him out of school, but the boy was too 
much for him, The teacher was no pu- 
gilist, and the boy’s muscles had been 
exercised in various branches of fisti- 
cuffery from the cradle. It was a des- 
perate struggle. Gentlemanly dignity 
undertook to cope with juvenile and sin- 
ful pluck, and pluck vanquished dignity. 
The superintendent came to the rescue. 
He helped hoist the boy on the teacher's 
shoulders. Then it was evident that the 
teacher had fully as much as he could 
carry. The boy kicked and struggled 
like an infuriated lobster, and yelled 
like an Indian. But the teacher suc- 
ceeded in putting him out. 

It was an understood thing around the 
neighborhood that the boy turned out 
badly. It would be strange if he did 
not. His religious education could hardly 
be called a success. Tough enough ma- 
terial he was, yet if the teacher had been 
a more elastic man, and one of larger 
hearted Christian common sense, he 
might have saved that boy. Worse boys 
have been saved. 

God’s gospel is not only for the gen- 
teel. It is for the worst and lowest and 
vilest. We can easily drive them off. 
We may win them. They are~-worth 
trying to save. When we get a hold on 
them, let us ask for godly discretion 
that, spite of all their mulish ways, we 
may keep hold. 





“Fo or r The  Sunday-School Times, 
JOSTLING. 


BY “ PRINCETONIAN,” 


E stepped into an agricultural im- 
plement manufactory the other 
day for the purpose of talking Sunday- 
school with some of the workmen, and 
to learn something, if we could. We 
found lessons in abundance for willing 
learners. Indeed, we never need be at 
a loss for lessons worth learning if we 
keep our ears and our eyes wide open ; for 
lessons abound in every department of 
daily life. 

Here is one lesson we learned. Back 
in one corner of the shop we heard a 
singular and decidedly unpleasant sound, 
which was continuous and emphatically 
noisy. Being somewhat nervous, we felt 
a little annoyed at the harsh thing that 
kept grating away so persistently, and 
setting one’s teeth on edge with its un- 
musical screeching. Our first impulse 
was to leave the place, but curiosity got 
the better of impulse, and we resolved to 
examine the noisy thing. We did. 

It proved to be a heavy iron cylinder, 
fitted up inside with spiral partitions, 
something after the style of a coffee- 
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roaster. This cylinder was arranged ioe 
revolve, and was driven by the machinery 
of the shop at the rate of fifteen or 
twenty revolutions a minute perhaps. 
A workman near by had the oversight of 
it, and to him we applied for informa- 
tion. “He was a sooty, grimy looking 
man, with hard, horny hands, and leath- 
ern apron before him, He cheerfully 
responded to our inquiry, and soon con- 
vinced us that beneath that rough and 
sooty exterior there was a genuine, gen- 
erous, gentlemanly man. He soon made 
us lose sight of his leather apron and 
sooty face by his genial way and words. 
We found out he was an earnest Sunday- 
school worker and a true lover of Jesus. 
We loved him on the spot. 

He turned the belt on to the loose 
pulley, and thus stopped the cylinder. 
Taking up a heavy iron hook, he drew 
out the slide and showed us the contents 
of the interior. They were wrought-iron 
shucking pegs, which had come from the 
forge black and rough, but when put into 
this machine and set to revolving, had 
been tossed about from end to end, 
against and over each other, until in due 
time they came out bright and smooth, 
all ready for market. We thanked our 
good brother for his kindness, and walked 
away something wiser for the knowledge 
obtained. As we walked homeward we 
reflected a little on the matter, and we 
thought we could see some illustration 
of human life in that shucking-peg 
machine. 

We enter upon life with very limited 
experience, crude notions and selfish 
principles. We have the former, and 
the elements of manhood and woman- 

rhood. But we lack finish. Whatever 
may be our opinion of ourselves (which 
is generally excellent), it is evident to 
the Master that we are not quite ready 
for the work assigned us until we have 
been polished in the cylinder. So we go 
amongst men, and we get a terrible 
jostling to and fro, here and there, until 
we feel almost broken to pieces—some 
do break and become useless, just as 
some shucking-pegs do. We get badly 





hurt sometimes, and stirred up in our 
feelings, and jostled out of our positions 
by the ever-rolling machinery of compe- 
tition and opposition of everyday life. 
But it is just what we need to make us 
meet for the Master’s use. There seems 
to be no other way to put on the needed 
polish but by the contact and friction of 
active life. 

Success in life is not found upon a 
smooth sea and fair sailing. The sailor 
of experience in storms and dangers, and 
the soldier of hard-fought battles, are the 
ones to trust with responsible duties. So 
God is permitting us to be severely jus- 
tled, even in the path of duty; but it is in 
order to put on the needed finish and 
polish, Be patient, then, and bear the 
test. In the end you will come out a 
master workman, whilst the jostling will 
take the hurtful conceit out of you, as 
well as polish you. 





THE DOOR NOT LOCKED. 

OME time since I wished to enter a 

strange church a little before the 
time for service. The minister was with 
me. We procured a key, but tried in 
vain to unlock the outside door with it. 
We concluded we had the wrong key, 
and sent to the janitor for the right one. 
But he came and told'us that the door 
was already unlocked. All we had to do 
was to push, and the door would open. 
We thought ourselves locked out when 
there was nothing to hinder us from en- 
tering. 

In the same way we fail to enter into 
love and fellowship with God. The door, 
we think, is locked against us. We try 
to fit some key of extraordinary faith to 


open it. We try to get our minds wrought 
up to some high pitch of feeling. We 
say, ‘I have the wrong key; I must feel 
more sorry; I must weep more.” And 
all the time the door is ready to open, if 
we but come boldly, with humble earn- 
estness, to the throne of grace. We may 
enter freely at once, without having to 
unlock the door. Christ is the door, and 
his heart is not shut against us, We 
must enter without stopping to fit our 
key of studied faith, for his merey is not 
locked up. We must enter boldly, trust- 
ingly, not doubting his readiness to re- 
ceive us “just as we are.” He is willing 
already, and we must not stop to make 
him willing by our prayers or tears.— 
Selected. a 





For The Sunday-School Times. 
THE SERMON IN THE GARDEN. 


BY LILLIE E, BARR. 


The tender stars did dies the Western light, 
The old, old stars that sung Creation’s psalm, 
And the cool twilight preluding the night 
Filled all the garden with delicious calm. 
The garden, ’mid the flowering myrtles set, 
Within the groves of lovely Olivet. 


Bas 
There pious Hillal and young Sadi walked, 
Holding grave converse and communings high, 
Till Sadi’'s ready anger was provoked 
At aged Zadok, lifting to the sky 
A face all wrung with grief, as sore he wept 
By the fresh grave where his brave first-born 
slept. 
III. 
“Behold!” he said, “the priest whom men call 
wise, 
And yet his sorrow he cannot restrain.” 
“J have not heard,” said Hillal, in surprise, 
“One reason why the wise should not feel pain ; 
And if he suffers, lo! he doeth well 
This grief unto our gracious God to tell.” 
IV. 
* Then, Master, say wherein it profiteth 
That we with prayer and thought our passions 
school? 
For the wise Zadok touched by loss and death, 
Though called the ‘sage,’ bemoaneth like the 
fool. 
Where is the difference, if both must grieve 
When strong Affliction doth the soul bereave ?” 
¥. 
“In this they differ,” Hillal mildly said, 
“The Fool’s dull sorrow Faith nor Hope doth 
leav’n ; 
But, though wise Zadok’s tears fall on the dead, 
His hands, his face, his soul, are raised to 
Heaven.” 





“TRUE WISDOM. .« 


BY THE REV. JOHN HALL, D. D. 





{Extract from a sermon preached on Sabbath 
morning, March 14th, in the Fifth Avenue Pres- 
byterian Church, New York.] 





HE true wisdom has a simplicity, and 
makes men like children. It has no 
two characters, one for one set and one 
for another. He who wins our love is 
the man of simplicity, who has nothing 
to hide, and stands out boldly for what 
he. is. I would say this to the young 
just starting out in life: be upright, be 
noble, be ingenuous, and pure. Bis- 
marck’s success as a statesman was due 
to his truthfulness and artlessness when 
he began. The wisdom that comes from 
above helps man to discriminate between 
important and unimportant facts. It 
saves men from disputes and quarrels. 
With what pity must the angels look 
down upon our bickerings and ,troubles. 
How some men who are now among the 
angels must look back with regret upon 
the times when they dipped their pens 
in gall and bitterness. It helps men to 


discriminate between men, and. teaches 
them the relative bearing of this and the 
after life. This wisdom also has gentle- 
ness. We have many illustrations of 
this in the Bible. Christ said, “ Suffer 
little children to come unto me, and for- 
bid them not, for of such is the kingdom 
of heaven.” That is gentleness. Men of 
gentleness sometimes make mistakes, 
and in two ways. There ia the easy- 
going man, who doesn’t care to ruffle the 
spirit of his friend, and he passes along 
and lets the faults of his friend go un- 
noticed. This is folly instead of heavenly 
wisdom. Many men are ruined because 




















they have not the courage to say, No. 
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They blame themselves, and say they are 
in meshes from which it is impossible to 
escape. Another class of men are 80 
conscious of their honesty and integrit 
that they have no charity for others, a“, 
utterly without gentleness, think such 
demeanor a proof of their honesty. No 
man has aright to be ungentle. Christ 
tells us to be gentle. That is an im- 
portant command, 


This wisdom is fall of mercy and full | 


of good fruits. Probably some of the 


| thousands that Christ fed were ungrate- 
| ful, but that did not prevent him from 


continuing to do good to those same 
men. There is speculative wisdom, that 
plans and plans but never does any- 
thing; a romantic wisdom, that paints 
and paints but never accomplishes any- 
thing and a selfish wisdom that is con- 
tinually burning incense to its own pos- 
sessor. The wisdom that comes from 
above has a true, brotherly feeling, with- 
out partiality and without hypocrisy. 
All craft and astuteness is puerile and 
weakness, when compared with the wis- 
dom that cometh from above, and may 
God grant that to us all! 
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THE POWER OF OUR WORDS. 


BY MRS. J. E. MC CONAUGHY. 


E cannot watch too carefully our 

words when we are walking among 
those whose souls have been moved by 
God’s truth. These heavenly influences 
need careful nurture, or the “smoking 
flax” will be quenched. Life or death 
eternal has often turned on a word, may- 
be a word we have spoken. 

A youth who had spent some time in 
travel settled at length in a bustling 
Western town, where there was much to 
make him forget his early Christian 
training. But Christian friends induced 
him to come into the Sabbath-school 
and attend regularly the church service. 
There came a time of revival, and this 
young man was deeply interested. He 
went into the prayer-meeting and listened 
to the excellent remarks of an officer ot 
the church, and was almost persuaded to 
be a Christian. As he walked thought- 
fully away to join the Sabbath service in 
the room above he observed the man 
whose appeal had so touched his heart 
close beside him. 
speak a word to me of my soul,” he 
thought. The man’s hand was laid upon 
his arm detainingly, and the youth in 
spirit met his appeal more than half-way. 
He was almost stunned by the cool ques- 
tion, “‘ What is the price of land in North- 
ern Iowa?” The revulsion of feeling was 
fearful, and all his serious impressions 
died away. ‘“‘That is all he cares for 
sinners!” was the very natural feeling 





that arose in his mind. “ And if he was 
not sincere, who was?” 
My friend, Mary L , Was spend- 


ing the winter in the family of a brother 
who was aclergyman. In a time of re- 
vival he exchanged with a young minis- 
ter who was most zealous and earnest in 
the pulpit, exhorting all to come to 
Christ so fervently that the hardest 
hearts were touched. Mary wept and 
determined that very night to seek the 
Lord. The minister was entertained at 
her home. Surely he would give her 
some word of counsel that would make 
the way to Christ more plain. She would 
tell him freely her mind if he asked her, 
as she was sure he would. How was she 
disappointed, when at the tea-table he 
threw off entirely the manner of the 
pulpit and became as remarkable for his 
levity as he had been for his earnest 
seriousness. He even mimicked the man- 
ner of some who came as inquirers, and 
effectually shut the door against Mary’s 
ever joining herself to their number. 
Surprise, indignation and bitter sorrow 
were the result of that experience. Her 
heart seemed turned to stone, and it was 
not until long afterwards that God’s 


“ Now he will surely - 











grace triumphed and she was brought to 
the Saviour. She becameeminently use- 
ful, and more than any one I ever knew 
seemed hourly to realize that “life or 
death are in the power of the tongue.” 





. For The Sunday-School Times. 
DEBORAH THE PROPHETESS. 


BY WM. ORMISTON, D.D. 


ae than a century has passed since 
Joshua and the good elders of his 
generation who outlived him were 
gathered to their fathers, and the children 
of Israel have had a varied and eventful 
history. At an early period they formed 
prohibited alliances with the heathen 
natives whom they had failed, through 
lack of religious enthusiasm or martial 
spirit, to drive out or destroy. These re- 
lations, domestic and social, beguiled 
them into the toleration, approval and 
practice of Pagan worship, and they de- 
serted the sanctuary of Jehovah for the 
temples and groves of Baal. God was 
displeased with them and punished their 
abandonment of his worship and their 
revolt against his authority, by executing 
the threatenings which had oft been re- 
peated in order to deter them from such 
a course of conduct. He delivered them 
into the hands of their enemies who 
haughtily oppressed and greatly harassed 
them. Again and again had such defec- 
tions occurred, and as often had the hand 
of the Lord been against them, and their 
foes in consequence prevailed over them. 
But when humbled and penitent they’ 
cried to the Lord for help, he graciously 
heard and by chosen agents rescued and 
restored them. When the Assyrians from 
the far East invaded and overrun the 
country for eight years, Othniel, the 
valiant son-in-law of Caleb, who won his 
bride by his knightly chivalry, was sent 
for their deliverance. 

After forty years of national prosperity 
and quiet enjoyment the people again 
did evil in the sight of the Lord and were 
sold into servitude under Eglon, king of 
Moab, for eighteen years. At length 
Ehud, a fierce and fearless patriot, assas- 
sinated the tyrant and slew his army and 
thus freed his countrymen from the gall- 
ing yoke of oppression, and the land had 
rest for eighty years. Forgetful alike of 
the fearful judgments and manifold 
mercies of God in the past, the people 
once more fell into their inveterate sin of 
idolatry, and they were given up to the 
power of their hereditary foes, the 
Canaanites, who had become a numerous 
and warlike nation on the north, and 
who, under Jabin, had oppressed the 
northern tribes for twenty years. This 
was peculiarly galling an humiliatin ; 
as their oppressors had long been their 
tributaries or serfs. They had already, 
more than once, been subjected to the 
dominion of foreign powers ; but this was 
the first time they had been compelled to 
submit to the vengeful domination of the 
native tribes which their forefathers had 
subdued. It was over this very people 
that Joshua had obtained one of his 
greatest victories. The thrall under 
which the nation at this time groaned was 
peculiarly oppressive, degrading and dis- 
astrous. Lawlessness and terror every- 
where prevailed. Life and property were 
alike insecure. The highways were beset 
with banditti, and the watering-places 
infested by robbers. The villages were 
deserted, the walled towns surrounded, 
and the inhabitants deprived of all means 
and weapons of defence. Many of the 

eople were not only utterly despoiled, 
but wholly disheartened and spiritless. 
In the central and southern sections of 
the land, however, order was still main- 
tained and the law administered. At this 
time the supreme authority seems to have 
been, for the first time, vested in a woman. 
Indeed, Deborah is the only female civil 
ruler named in Jewish history, except 
the cruel usurper Athaliah. The reason 
assigned for her supremacy is that she 
was a prophetess. Her position and au- 
thority seems to have been voluntarily 
acknowledged on account of her rare 
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gifts and lofty character. She added to 
the chaste dignity of a mother in Israel, 
and the wise sagacity of a judge, the 
divine gift of prophecy. This term is 
used in Scripture with a considerable 
latitude of meaning, and does not always 
imply any special inspiration. Aaron is 
called a prophet because he was an elo- 
quent interpreter for Moses. Miriam is 
styled prophetess in reference to her gifts 
of music and song. Musicians and stu- 
dents of theology and sacred music are 
designated by the same name. So 
Deborah also may have received the title 
on account of her poetic gifts; but we 
learn that she had direct communications 
from God for her guidance. As she sat 
in her tent under the palm-tree, which 
her name and residence rendered historic, 
she administered justice and decided all 
questions of difficulty proposed to her. 
In her public capacity she heard much 
of the wretched condition of the country, 
and of the outrages committed by its 
haughty oppressors, and her spirit. was 
moved with indignation at her people’s 
wrongs and impelled to undertake their 
redress. Directed by the Spirit of God, 
she sends for Barak, a prince of Naphtali, 
announces to him the will of God, and 
orders him to gather the forces of the 
northern tribes to the number of ten 
thousand and pitch his camp on Mount 
Tabor. He, assured of success, readily 
obeys, and the men of Naphtali, Issachar 
and Zebulon rally around his standard. 
From Ephraim, Manasseh and Benjamin 
came bands of recruits. But Reuben and 
those east of the river remained among 
their sheepfolds listening to the bieatings 
of their flocks. Dan and Asher attend 
to their commerce and merchandise. 
Judah and Simeon, actuated by jealousy, 
had either seceded from the confed- 
eracy, or had enough to do to repel in- 
vasion on their own border. The small 
patriot army lies in its encampment on 
the mount. The numerous well-ap- 
pointed hosts of the Canaanites, under 
the command of the terrible Sisera, 
cover the plains of Jezreel in front of 
them, on either side of the Kishon, the 
Bannockburn of Palestine. What acon- 
trast between the two armies! On the one 
side, a few troops of poorly armed, un- 
drilled infantry; on the other, a large 
number of destructive war chariots, sus- 
tained by the numerous legions of a well- 
disciplined, thoroughly equipped army, 
inured to service and ps va of success. 
To descend the mountain side seems like 
rushing into the jaws of destruction. It 
is an act which only reckless daring, wild 
despair, or sublime faith would prompt. 
It is done—an unfaltering faith nerves 
every heart. The heroic prophetess ac- 
companies the troops in person and gives 
the word of command to her bold captain 
who, fearless of the odds against him, 
dashes down upon the plain in the face 
of nine hundred chariots of iron. The 
Lord discomfited Sisera and all his 
chariots and all his host. Sisera himself 
flees on foot and falls beneath the ham- 
mer of Jael, the wife of a Bedouin Sheik. 
The victory is complete, the power of the 
oppressor is broken, and Israel is free. 

Deborah celebrated this victory in a 
splendid ode full of exquisite, tender, 
lofty sublimity, withering sarcasm and 
melting pathos. It is equal to the finest 
lyrical) poem in any language. The 
imagery is bold, varied and lofty, the 
language is glowing, impassioned and 
pictorial, the rhythm sounds like the 
blast of a trumpet, the neighing of a 
war-horse and the roll of adrum. In it 
we have a reverent acknowledgment of 
the presence and power of God, a wildly 
picturesque description of the state of 
the country, the mustering of the troops 
from all quarters, a contemptuous rebuke 
of the selfishness and cowardice of those 
who came not to the help of the Lord, 
the spirit and dash of the attack, the 
fire and energy of the battle, the great- 
ness and completeness of the victory and 
the bitter pathos of triumph over the 
slain. Nor is its historical value less 
than its poetical merit. Few rulers or 
conquerors can so celebrate and perpet- 
uate their own deeds. 

Few occupy such a niche in the gal- 
lery of true greatuess as the gifted wite of 
Lapidoth, the prophetess-judge of Israel. 
Her record is without a stain. She oc- 
cupied a high position, and received a 
great commission; grandly did she fill 
the one and gloriously executed the 
other. Her genius and wisdom, her 
energy and piety were alike conspicu- 
ous. She was possessed of high mental 
endowments, and animated by a pure 
and fervid patriotism. She united great 
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sensibility of heart with dauntless in- 
trepidity of spirit; we scarcely know 
which most to extol, her wise policy, her 
just administration, her saintly charac- 
ter, or her poetic gifts. 

Such a combination of excellence is 
seldom found in any character. She will 
compare favorably with the most heroic 
leaders, the wisest rulers, the most gifted 
poets and the saintliest prophets of any 
age. Under that palm-tree grand affairs 
were transacted. God was served, justice 
administered, dangers dared, exploits 
achieved, a nation’s liberty won and se- 
cured. Doubtless “the palm-tree of De- 
borah” was long held sacred as a shrine, 
and ‘visited by many a grateful patriot- 
pilgrim. 





For The Sunday-School Times, 
NOT COMFORTLESS. 


BY E, JOHNSON, 





Is there no solid ground 
On which our feet may tread ? 
No spot but hath the hollow sound, 
And waiteth for its dead? 


Not here. Oh, no, not here! 
That form but yesterday 

Warm with its life our life to cheer, 
What is it now but clay? 


E’en that, though we may crave, 
The grave must have its own; 

Our very hearts another grave, 
And at the door a stone. 


Oh! call it not God’s frown. 
We bow and weep and pray, 

And soon there comes an angel down, 
To roll the stone away. 


—Pittsdburgh, Pa. 
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CHILDREN’S CLOTHING AND 
EXERCISE. 


{Some Plain Scientific Truths for Mothers.]} 





BY MRS. AMELIA E, BARR, 


HERE seems to be a general, though 
perhaps unacknowledged, theory 
which attributes a kind of origiaai sin 
to our physical inclinations as well as to 
our moral ones, so that the instincts which 
our beneficent Creator implanted as ad- 
monitions and warnings have been sys- 
tematically ignored or contradicted. Yet 
this is the “great disobedience” against 
the body. Are we wiser than He who 
fashioned it so wonderfully and gave it 
such importunate voices as Hunger and 
Thirst and Cold? 

In a previous paper I have endeavored 
to show the danger of substituting our 
own fanciful theories for that mysterious 
authority of Nature, whose “yea, yea, 
and nay, nay” ought to be the regulator 
of our diet. But the injury to the body 
by insufficient and improper food is too 
often augmented by errors of clothing 
quite as grave, and not having always 
such apparently reasonable excuse. 

The different sensations of the body 
are the physical conscience. Hunger 
and Thirst are its voices to us regarding 
food; Heat and Cold plead and reason 
with us concerning clothing. Not to 
listen to their entreaties is the greatest 
folly as regards ourselves; but when we 
refuse to hear them for our children, we 
are cruel as well as foolish. That insane 
theory of “hardening” children, which 
became fashionable about thirty years 
ago, has given to the grave many a 
promising child, and to society many a 
dwarfed body and stunted intellect. 

For, that dwarfishness is produced by 
want of heat, science now clearly demon- 
strates tous. Thestomach can only doa 
certain amount of work, but where the 
clothing is insufficient it is compelled to 
prepare a large quantity of the materials 
necessary for oxidation, in order that the 
body may be kept from freezing; and it 
has neither time nor elements to prepare 
those necessaries for growth. Excessive 
expenditure for fuel, then, entails, as an 
unavoidable consequence, insufficient 
means for other purposes. 





Those accustomed to the care of ani- 
mals know this fact well. Morton, an 
authority not to be disputed, says, in his 
Agricultural Cyclopedia, “ If fattening 
cattle are exposed to a low temperature, 
the progress must be retarded, and great 
additional expense for food be incurred ;” 
and again, “that cold can only be borne 
at the expense of fat, muscle and growth.” 
Liebig, applying the same principle to 
the human body, distinctly affirms that 
“clothing is an equivalent for a certain 
amount of food,’ while Dr. Combe, one 
of the wisest and most intelligent of 
writers concerning the nature of chil- 
dren, most emphatically teaches that 
“every ounce of nutriment needlessly 
taken to keep up the temperature is just 
so much taken away from what should 
build up the frame and maintain the 
energies.” 

See, then, how foolish it is for us to 
allow fashion to dictate to Nature, to cut 
our children’s clothing in such a way 
that the extremities of the body have 
but slight protection. Furs around the 
throat, warm overcoats, sacques, etc., are 
all excellent as far as they go; but the 
poor little shivering legs, have they not 
a right to something warmer than a 
tight-drawn stocking? ‘There is nothing 
like mentally putting ourselves in the 
same condition, anc then considering 
that whatever we could not bear, is 
doubly painful and injurious to growing 
children. 

And because fevers, congestions, 
croups and colds do not always give 
palpable witness against the wrong, pa- 
rents must not therefore imagine, that 
their children receive no injury. If the 
constitution has been able to resist the 
exposure, hardihood has been obtained 
at the expense of stature or mental 
power. Somewhere the account is bal- 
anced, either in body or mind, for Nature 
is a strict reckoner with those who wrong 
her laws. 


In both animal and human life there 
are plenty of proofs of this fact. The 
horses and cattle of very cold countries 
are hardy, indeed, but they are the 
dwarfs of their species. Compare the 
Shetland pony with the giant horses of 
the warm, rich plains of Normandy, or 
the perfectly organized ones of Arabia. 
The Lappe and the Greenlander bear 
with apathy the most frightful cold, but 
both mentally and physically they fall 
far below the average standard of hu- 
manity; and the Terra del Fuegoans, 
wuo go naked in the bitterest of climates, 
are described by Darwin as so “ stunted 
and hideous that one can hardly make 
one’s self believe they are fellow-crea- 
tures.” 

These extreme cases simply emphasize 
the fact. In our climate the rule never 
to be forgotten or ignored resolves 
itself into this position: ‘ All children 
should be so dressed as to protect them 
from an abiding sense of cold, however” 
slight.” 

But the insufficient quantity of cloth- 
ing is not its only fault. Sometimes the 
quality is so fine as to be a real griev- 
ance to a healthy child, whose natural 
instinct and almost irrepressible desire 
leads it to imcessant mobility and active 
exercise. 


This exercise is Nature’s way | 


ment, and all unpleasant consequences 
to indulge the craving. But every year 
girls play less. Their dresses are so 
elaborate and costly ; they are so early 
taught that to be “little ladies” is the 
correct thing, that I almost despair of 
ever seeing a young girl “skipping,” or 
playing “battledore and shuttlecock,” 
or “tag,” or “Uncle John,” any more. 
They saunter down town, or loll on 
sofas reading ‘‘ weeklies,” or “make 
calls,” and that pretentious word un- 
ladylike is forever held up to them as a 
warning against anything like honest, 
natural, girlish emotions and abandon. 

I know that I shall be told that 
the general introduction of gymnastics 
into girls’ schools supplies in a more 
proper form esthe needful exercise. I 
deny this in toto. In the first place 
Nature has told boys and girls brought 
up under natural conditions to play, and 
Nature never gives an order which, under 
any circumstances, will require a counter- 
order. In the second place, gymnastics 
are deficient in the very points which 
constitute the excellence of play. A cer- 
tain prescribed set of muscular move- 
ments do not perfectly and fairly dis- 
tribute the action. One set of muscles 
is developed at the expense of the 
others. Play calls arms and legs, heart 
and lungs and voice all into hearty and 
harmonious co-operative exercise. 

On this subject I can speak from ex- 
perience. I don’t remember ever tiring 
of play; I have a distinct memory of the 
weariness of gymnastics. Exercise that 
is always given at a certain hour, in a 
certain way, that becomes part of a rou- 
tine is felt to bea lesson, not a recreation. 
The absence of amusement niullifies 
everything. It is the pleasurable, neu- 
tral emotions attending play which makes 
it such an effectual stimulant to life. No 
one can doubt this who has noticed the 
effect that good, news or a pleasant visit 
has on an invalid. Happiness is the true 
tonic, and an hour's gleeful play does a 
child more good than gymnastics ad 
infinitum. 

I had intended to point out some of the 
evils arising from over-study, but the 
subject is too large to enter on now. I 
wish now only to emphasize the truth, 
that the mere accumulation of facts is 
not knowledge, and that success in life 
will depend just as much on a child’s 
energy as its information. A highly de- 
veloped mind is a great good; but it is a 
double good accompanied by a highly 
developed body. There is such a thing 
as Physical Morality. Breaches of the 
laws of health are physical sins. In this 
light the besetting sin of the present 
generation against children is in giving 
them too little and asking from them too 
much. 





“ GENERAL EXERCISES.” 


BY REV. ALFRED TAYLOR, 


HE very poorest of all the generals 
in the Sunday-school army, “Gene- 
ral Exercises,” ought to be mustered out 
of service as speedily and as ignomini- 





ously as possible. 
Sometimes we hear of the “General” 


| on days which ought to be appropriated 


of fanning the vital fires, but too often | 


when the prompting is most imperative 
the child is told to “come in this min- 


are not to be put in jeopardy, and-an | 


immaculate state of prettiness receives 
the consideration due first of all to health. 

Boys in this respect fare better than 
girls. It will go hard with a boy but 


he will play; indeed, so absorbing is 
this demand in boys” nature that we 
daily see them risking danger, punish- 


to a quarterly review. At a school where 
hard study'is not one of the specialties, 
and the seperintendent cares but little 


| about the lessons, we hear that the time 
ute,” for the dress or shoes or new suit | 


will be spent in “general exercisés,” 
Sometimes it is during a summer holi- 
day time, when the school is not exactly 
suspended, but when there is a run on it 
which has brought it to the verge of sus- 
pension, some of the scholars having 
gone away and most of the teachers, 


The remnant is grouped after the fashion 
of a weak mass meeting, and ‘“ General 








inane 


} 
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Exercises” march in to take the place of 
something more valuable. 

The trouble with “ General Exercises” 
is, that when the announcement thereof 
is made people know that it means 
simply “nothing in particular.” Several 
Sunday-school speakers utter generalities 
which are not always even “ glittering.” 
The leader gives out hymns at random, 
and makes a few remarks, in a general 
way, which edify nobody, and teach 
nothing particularly. 

I was present at an exercise of this 
kind, which was eminently free from any 
thing calculated to edify. The superin- 
tendent either forgot to read the Bible, 
or else saw no necessity for so doing. 
There were three clergymen present, one 
of whom consumed nearly all the time, 
saying nothing. The principal thing of 
which he made mention was a yellow 
cat, his allusions to which quadruped put 
the children in a broad grin, Beyond 
this no perceptible result was attained. 
Nor was the point of his remarks con- 
cerning the yellow cat at all well taken, 
or made in such a as to be of any 
apparent advantage either to speaker or 
hearers. ; 

When this orator concluded his feline 
discourse, prayer was offered, one of the 

etitions being that the remarks might 
e blessed to those who had heard them. 
The connection of these remarks with a 
blessing, of any kind, was hard to discern. 

After the prayer the superintendent 
gave out fur singing something which 
sounded like 

“Out on a notion all boundless we ride ;” 
and the way in which it was sung showed 
the same generalization of notions as was 
apparent in the conduct of the rest of the 
exercises. There seemed to be no unity 
of thought, or, indeed, any thought at all. 

It is cause for thankfulness that the 
number of Sunday-schools which thus 
squender occasional sessions and call the 
proceeding “ general exercises,” is being 
rapidly rethaced:. And let us hope that 
the improved culture and management 
which is marine such vigorous headway 
among our teachers will soon drive the 
“General” out of the work entirely.— 
The Sunday-School Journal. 
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THE CONVERSION OF CHILDREN. 


BY E. E. ROGERS, 


LTHOUGH so much has been said 
within a few years in favor of the 
conversion of children, I fear the Church 
has hardly begun to realize the import- 
ance of effort in this direction. If it is 
true that children can be converted and 
give convincing evidence of a change of 
heart, then are we bound by reasons 
overwhelming in force fo labor, pray for 
and expect their conversion. 

Let us remember God uses the means 
in saving children as well as in saving 
men and women, The lambs are to be 
brought into the fold; they will not find 
the way themselves, 

Too often the impression is left upon 
the youthful mind, even in the midst of 
revival seasons, that piety cannot be ex- 
pected to exist until a certain age is 
reached. By a want of effort, and a 
practical unbelief on the part of the 
Church, children are kept waiting in sin 
until they are old enough to repent and 
trust in Christ. And what is there in 
repentance or faith that is peculiarly 
adapted to adult minds? Must not 
strong men “ become as little children” 
in the experience which unites the soul 
to Christ? 

Perhaps our instruction has been defec- 
tive. Is it not our privilege to teach our 
little ones to kneel and ask a Saviour’s for- 
giveness whenever they feel that they have 
displeased him; to go to him with childish 
troubles just as they go to a mother, and 
to trust in him fully for their safety and 
salvation? Can they not bring into 
constant exercise that all-constraining 
motive which so sanctifies human con- 
duct, viz: the pleasure of Christ? If a 
child can understand what is meant by 
trying to please a mother, can he not 


understand what is meant by trying to 
please the Saviour? 








The writer holds a weekly meeting for 
the children of his flock. The short, 
simple prayers heard in this meeting 
must be music in the ears of angels. 

We need greater confidence in youth- 
ful piety. We need the same confidence 
that we have in the germinal period in 
our orchard growths. 

Let us not forget that sportiveness and 
youthful piety are entirely consistent, 
and a child may pray as fervently and 
trustfully on the play-ground as a merch- 
ant may do the same in his counting- 
room, or a farmer the same on his farm. 

I want to suggest the holding of 
children’s meetings in every community. 
Pastors may hold them in the study; 
teachers may hold them in the homes of 
their scholars. Let him who leads have 
the confidence of the children; and in a 
quiet, tender way he may call forth the 
prayers of the little ones. The readiness 
with which children pray in such little 
meetings is often a matter of surprise to 
those who have had no experience in 
leading children to Christ. Let us bring 
the lambs into the Saviour’s warm fold. 
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FROM MY WINDOW. 





{Suggested by a thought from Dr. C. S. Robinson. } 





* A window shalt thou make to the ark—thou 
® shalt finish it above.”—Gen. 6 : 16, 





Sometimes God bids my soul embark 
On Sorrow’s surging sea, 

Close-locked in some experience dark, 
To which He holds the key: 

In silent loneliness my ark 
Drifts on in mystery! 


But lest I lose my faith through doubt 
In such adversity, 

His love so walls me round about, 
The waves I need not see, 

But from one window may look out 
On Heaven's serenity. 


And, flashing through, God’s snow white dove 
Brings hope of quick release,— 

Sweet pledge that on His heights of love, 
Where raging billows cease, 

I soon shall rest, all floods above, 
On mountain tops of peace! 


Montclair, N. J. G.S. D. 
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THE SCOTCH AND THE BIBLE. 


BY REV, PETER STRYKER, D.D, 


FTEN had I met Scotchmen, and 

noticed their familiarity with, and 
reverence for, the Word of God. But I 
was more impressed with this fact than 
ever when, in 1872, I spent a Sabbath in 
Glasgow. It was a beautiful day, one of 
those sunshiny days which the Christian 
loves to see, and on which his soul rises 
on joyous wing to heaven. As we wended 
our way, morning, afternoon and evening 
to the sanctuary, it seemed as if the 
entire population was going to some 
place of worship; and each one, man, 
woman and child, not only had a devout- 
looking face, but carried a Bible in his 
dand. 

The kirk in every instance was filled 
with attentive hearers, and it was notice- 
able that each person opened his Bible 
and seemed carefully to follow the 
minister as he read and expounded the 
sacred word. 

Many things have been said against 
the “Canny Scots.” They have been 
especially charged with obstinacy and 
love of whisky. No doubt this may be 
true in regard to some of them. But 
that as a people they are noted for 
reading and studying the Scriptures can 
hardly be questioned. Years ago I 
learned the rule by which to test a 
Scotchman, if there was any doubt as to 
his nationality. ‘ Ask him to repeat the 
twenty-third Psalm, and if he cannot do 
it, you may be sure he is no Scotchman.” 
Dr. Guthrie, in his charming autobio- 
graphy, says: “ Having learned our let- 





ters and some small syllables printed on 
a fly-sheet of the Shorter Catechism, we 
were at once passed into the Book of 
Proverbs.” He very properly adds, “That 
book is without a rival for beginners, 
containing quite a repertory of mono- 
syllables and pure Saxon, ‘ English un- 
defiled.’ ” 

Times have changed there as they 
have here, and the Bible is not used as 
much in the schools of Scotland as in 
former days. But it is still taught in 
the family, and talked of in social circles ; 
and the children brought up on this 
blessed spiritual diet make strong men 
and women. 

No wonder Messrs. Moody and Sankey 
have met with such grand success in that 
land, Their teaching and preaching and 
singing are eminently Scriptural. It is 
not by human reason they seek to reach 
the hearts of men, but by the presenta- 
tion and enforcement of holy truth. And 
this kind of instruction and appeal meets 
with a very natural as well as hearty re- 
sponse in the land of the Bible. The 
ground was all ploughed and furrowed 
before their work began, aye and the 
seed had been planted. All they had to 
do was to put in the sickle and gather 
the ripe grain. 

A beautiful example of Scotch love for 
the Bible has lately come to me in the 
person of a dear old mother, who at the 
advanced age of eighty-six has just gone 
to heaven. She was an industrious wo- 
man, accustomed in early and middle 
life to hard work. “But a certain portion 
of every week day and nearly the entire 
Sabbath was devoted to Bible-reading 
and prayer, and no other engagements 
were allowed to conflict with this. God’s 
word was not only her meat and drink, 
but her chief delight. At the appointed 
time she took her Bible and wended her 
way to the place of retirement. At one 
time this “ closet” was in the barn ; after- 
wards in an upper room in the house. 
It was well understood when “ grand- 
mother” had gone to commune with God 
she must not be disturbed. So familiar 
was she with the sacred text that when, 
by reason of age and infirmity, her nights 
were sleepless, she usually quieted her- 
self by repeating from memory whole 
chapters of God’s word. This to her was 
better than prayer, for it was the voice 
of God speaking to her. For some time 
previous to her death she did not know 
her dearest earthly friends, and lay al- 
most unconscious in her bed. But all 
the while she kept by her side and often 
clasped to her bosom the volume she so 
much loved. 

Is there not something very beautiful 
in this Scotch love for the Scriptures? I 
often think of the balmy air I breathed 
and the long summer days I enjoyed in 
Scotland, and remember with interest 
reading one of my home letters on Carlton 
Hill, Edinburgh, at ten o’clock at night. 
Loch Lomond, Loch Kathrine, and the 
other charming lakes in the Trossacks 
are pictured before me in memory. Often 


I call to mind other places and objects of 
interest in that land of classie story. But 
over and above all comes to my mind 
that Sabbath scene in which appear the 
devout looking people, Bible in hand, 
going to worship the Lord. May the 
time never come when Scotland shall 
think less of the word of God! It can 
hardly be questioned that her people as 
a mass are more familiar with the divine 
oracles than the inhabitants of any other 
country. Our prayer is that Americans 
may show more, but the Scotch never 
evince less, interest in that which has 
been and is their chief strength and 
glory—the Bible. 





THE whole difference between a man 
of genius and other men, it has been said 
a thousand times, and most truly, is, that 
the first remains in great part a child, 





April 3, 1875. 


seeing with the large eyes of children, in 
perpetual wonder, not conscious of much 
knowledge,—conscious, rather, of infinite 
ignorance, and yet of infinite power.— 
Ruskin. 
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THE LESSON AT HOME. 





BY REV. W. F. CRAFTS. 





\ E were spending the Sabbath in a 

pleasant home where eight children 
gladdened the fireside, all of them, and the 
father and mother as well, members of the 
Sunday-school. The children were of all 
ages, from bright, happy Eddie of five to 
thoughtful Duncan of nineteen. After sup- 
per, according to the custom of the family, 
the Sunday-school lesson of the morning was 
reviewed, with that, also, of the preceding 
Sabbath, all taking a part in the conversa- 
tion upon them. 

The Father. When the Israelites had been 
four times rescued from the results of their 
sins by deliverers that God had raised up 
after the days of Joshua they “did evil” 
again, and the Midianites, that the Israelites 
had beaten and terrified when God was with 
them (Numb. 22: 4), now came among the 
Israelites and robbed them and drove them 
into dens and caves to hide, weakened as 
they were by forsaking God and losing a 
good conscience. 

Eddie. Teacher said it was the Midianites 
that bought Joseph for a slave. 

The Father. Yes, and now they wanted to 
make all the Israelites slaves. They could 
not have done it if the people had not first 
been slaves of sin. 

The Mother. The Midianites are called 
“Spoilers.”’ How many unseen spoilers 
march into our hearts when we begin to 
wander from God—Doubt, Despondency, 
Coldness, Fear, Worldliness, Temptation— 
and they rob us of all our harvests of joy 
and peace. Faith in God is the only Gideon 
that can drive them out. 

Duncan. I remember there was a mes- 
senger came, before Gideon’s call, crying to 
the people, like John the Baptist, “ Repent, 
repent.” The Israelites felt their distress 
and turned to God, and a deliverer was again 
given them. Gideon seems to me the greatest 
hero in the Book of Judges. j 

The Father. What were his qualifications 
for his high position as a general and judge 
and deliverer of his people ? 

Charley (17 years). He was only a country 
youth, more used to ploughshares, my teacher 
said, than to spears, and more skillful with 
the pruning-hook than with the sword. Most 
likely he never saw a battle, and he was of 
a poor family besides. Teacher said all the 
science of war he ever had was “ Faith,” and 
the rock at Opbrah, with its vision of Je- 
hovah, was his military academy. 

Clement (11 years). It seems strange to 
me that God should take such a fellow from 
his threshing of grain to thrash the Mi- 
dianites. 

Unele Will. Mark the qualities of cha- 
racter that he shows. 1. Industry—He is 
busy at work when God calls him. In all 
ages God gets his best workers from the 
busy ones. 2. A self-forgetting love of 
country—Instead of being puffed up by the 
words of the angel, “ Jehovah is wih thee, 
thou valiant here,” he thinks and speaks 
only of his suffering country. (Judges 
6: 13.) 3. Great humility—When the Je- 
hovah angel “looked upon him” and said, 
“Go in this thy might”—the might of this 
look—‘“ and thou shalt save Israel,” he an- 
swered, like Moses and Isaiah and Jere- 
miah, in humility, “ My family is poor, and 
I am the least of the family.” 

Mrs. Uncle Will. The question is not, 
Art thou in the nobility ? But this, Is there 
nobility in thee ? 

The Father. But I think he has too much 
of the doubting, hesitating spirit in the 
presence of his duty which we so often see 
to-day, for he cries, “why” and “ where- 
with,” and “when” and “if’’ God an- 
swers all these “ifs” and “ wherewiths” : 
“Have not I sent thee?’ (See also Exod. 
3: 14, and Jere. 1: 7.) 

John (15 years). Seems somehow to me 
if Gideon trusted God as he ought to he 
wouldn’t have asked so many “ signs” after 
God had said, “Surely I will be with thee.” 
You remember how he brought out cakes 
and flesh and broth to see if this wonderful 
Being would eat, but instead of that he 
told Gideon to put it all on the rock, and he 
touched it with his staff and fire came out 
of the rock and devoured it, and in the 
chariot of fire the Jehovah-angel went up 
out of sight. 

Mrs. Uncle Will. Notice that when he is 
afraid he shall die because he has “seen 
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“ 


the Lord,” there comes back to his “alas” 
the divine “ peace,” and he builds on the 
rock an altar which he calls “Jehovah- 
shalom.” Jehovah (is) peace. 

The Father. Gideon has not only peace 
but courage and strength inbreathed by the 
Spirit of God which also “ clothes” him for 
the war. When did he begin his work as a 
deliverer? 

Georgie (9 years). At home, by building 
a family altar, my teacher called it, and 
tearing down Baal’s altar, though he knew 
the wicked people would be mad and try to 
kill him. 

The Mother. Do you notice that the yoomeg 
about him at first persecuted him, and then, 
when he was brave and true for the right, 
followed his example? Not only did his 
own father’s house give up idolatry, but 
when he blew his trumpet for an army his 
neighbors were the first to enlist. 

“ Abiezar was gathered after him.” Very 
often it happens that those who oppose a 
young convert at first, afterward, if he is 
stropg and faithful, follow his good example. 

The Father. By faith Gideon pulled down 
Baal’s altar at the risk of his life; by faith 
he blew his trumpet for an army, when, 
none seemed likely to answer, and 32,000 
warriors gathered. And now with the 
enemy before him and the battle at hand, 
he feels the need for himself or his followers 
of reinforcement in his faith, like John the 
Baptist in prison, who asked a new sign 
from Christ, although he had seen the des- 
cending Dove at the Jordan. Gideon, as the 
battle draws nigh, asks yet another sign of 
God’s presence. First the fleece was wet 
and all about it dry, and then just the oppo- 
site. (Judges 6: 36-40). God shall be as 
“the dew unto Israel.” His words “ distill 
as thedew.’ Then came the testing of the 
army. How many owned they were cowards 
and went home, where all cowards were al- 
lowed to go? 

Charley. Twenty-two thousand—more 
than twice as many as stayed—but even 
when the cowards had gone, God said 10,000 
were “too many’”’ to fight against 135,000. 

Duncan. God likes to be helped, but he 
don’t want enough human help for men to 
get proud about it and forget their need of 
him. 

Uncle Will. That drinking test of the 
army always puzzled me until I talked with 
an Eastern traveler. Then I understood 
that those who “drank as a dog lappeth,” 
keeping their weapons in one hand and 
hastily dipping up a little water with the 
other hand, stooping a moment, but not 
bowing upon the knees (as is often seen in 
India to-day), were those who would care 
least for eating and drinking and self-in- 
dulgence; while those who drank long 
draughts upon their hands and knees would 
be least willing to bear hardship and priva- 
tion. (2 Tim. 2: 4.) 

St. Clair (12 years). I have an analysis of 
the army on my slate: 

22,000 cowards x 9700 self indulgent n. 
x 300 brave and true=—Gideon’s army. 

God cancelled the first two 
only the last. 

The Father. 1 wonder if we could bear 
God’s testing much better to-day? The 
army was ready at last—stronger with 300 
men of the right stamp than with 32,000 of 
all sorts. God can “save by many (as at 
Jericho) or by few,” (as in the day of 
Midian), but the “many” or the “few” by 
whom he conquers must first be right them- 
selves. Circumcision, the passover and the 
“old corn of the land” prepared the “many” 
at Jericho; the ‘well of Harod” showed 
the preparedness of the “few” before Gid- 
eon’s battle. Bessie, how did God show 
Gideon that he should conquer before the 
battle began ? 

Bessie (7 years). In the dark night he 
went down where the wicked people were in 
their tents, and when they aaae not see 
him, he heard one man tell his dream to 
somebody else. Such a funny dream! He 
saw a barley cake—teacher said they fed 
horses and camels with such barley cakes— 
he saw a barley cake come rolling, like a 
little hoop, and run into their captain’s big 
tent and tip it over. The other man said, 
“Why, that means that Gideon, with God 
to help him, is going to beat us.” 

The Mother. “ Things that are despised 
and weak things of the world hath God 
chosen to bring to nought things that are.” 
Gideon, the barley cake, when God sets 
him agoing, can overturn the mighty host 
of Midian. Weak as we are, we can do 
some good if God sends us out to work. 

Uncle Will. The “barley cake” by which 
the powers of Satan are to be overwhelmed is 
“The bread that cometh down from heaven,” 
despised and rejected of men. This Christ 
is “ turning and overturning” everywhere. 

The Father. Now the battle. What wea- 
pons did the 300 take? 

Charley. Lamps (or torches), pitchers and 
trumpets. Teacher said the lamps for God’s 
army now were Bibles, and the pitchers 
were filled with “the water of life,” and the 
“ trumpets” were tongues speaking for Jesus. 


parts and used 





Illustrating the Lesson “ Gideon's Call.” 
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WILL BE WITH THEE. 
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Hymn and Music by WM. F. SHERWIN. 1875. 
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In joy or deepest sorrow, 
Sweet home or foreign clime, 

‘‘T.o! I am wITH YoU ALWay,” 
FE’en to the end of time! 


Washington. 





I read a story once in The Sunday-School | 
Times about a young fellow out by the 
Rocky Mountains, who bought a Bible and 
put it in his “ pistol pocket.” A man said 
to him, “I see you intend to go armed, my 
friend.” “Yes,” he replied, “and with the 
best of weapons.” 

Clement. Gideon, with only three hun- 
dred men, acted as if he had a big army, 
and divided them into right and left wing 
and “centre.’”’? I suppose each of Gideon’s 
men was only a trumpeter and torch-bearer 
for a regiment of that unseen army of the 
“Captain of the Lord’s host” that really did 
{ he fighting. 

The Father. A crash of 300 pitchers, a 
flash of 300 torches, a blast of 300 trumpets, 
breaking the midnight silence of Midian’s 
camp! A war-cry with two words in it that 
Midian had learned to fear—“ The sword of 
Jehovah and of Gideon!” A cry of terror 
among the Midianites, who heard the crash 
of pitchers, and thought everything had 
“ gone tosmash!”’ A turning oftheir swords 
on themselves by the influence of the unseen 
army of Jehovah! “ The host ran and cried 
and fled.” 

Unele Will. “ Veni, vidi, vici?’ Gideon 
came, saw, conquered. The old Roman’s 
exclamation was fulfilled in a grander sense 
than he understood it—‘I perceive. that 
with righteous daring a divinity also co- 
operates,” 

St. Clair. Here is another example in 
arithmetic: 

300 men + Faith > 135,000. 

Uncle Will. The following up of this vic- 
tory is oneof the strongest points of Gideon’s 
generalship. Napoleon said that the skill 
of a general was never so critically tested as 
in deciding how to turn a victory to the best 
advantage. In this case there is no tarry- 
ing to hurrah and exult over the victory. 
No halting in the pursuit even to argue with 
“false brethren.” (Judges 8: 5-9.) No 
holding up in the chase until far beyond 
Jordan, “faint, yet pursuing,” the last 
squadron of the enemy is destroyed. The 
faithful following up of earnest sermons, 
faithful lessons, impressive meetings and 
deep revivals—when souls are smitten but 
not wholly conquered—is one of the most 
pressing needs of the Church to-day. Pas- 
toral calling, personal effort, loving conver- 
sation and friendly counsel—these are the 
pursuing squadron. Gideon’s victory would 
nave been merely temporary if he had not 
vigorously followed it up. The victories of 
the pulpit and Sunday-school and prayer- 
meeting are often only temporary, because 
the heart that is convicted, impressed, “ al- 
most persuaded” is not lovingly followed 
up with personal conversation. A blast of 
trumpets, a flash of lights, a crash of con- 
viction by the Spirit’s help in the preaching 
service or prayer service or Sunday-school, 
and then not a following up of personal 
effort, but a pause for exultation and hur- 
rahs and the results of the victory are lost. 
Let us remember Gideon’s verdiet that fol- 
lowing up is more important even than the 
crash of victory—‘‘Is not the gleaning of 
the grapes of Ephraim better than the vin- 
tages of Abi-ezer?” (Judges 8: 2). 





“ Be wise, and use thy wisdom well ; 

Who wisely speaks must live it too; 
He is the wisest who can tell 

How first he lived, then spoke it true.” 





For The Sunday-School Times, 


GIDEON. 





[To be read in connection with Lesson 16.] 





BY THE REV. J. B, ATCHINSON, 





Again the Hebrew race forsook the Lord, 

Forgot their vows, did evil in His sight, 

Run after heathen gods, before them bowed, 

And brought upon themselves sore punishment. 

Because then followed not the Lord their God, 

He justly suffered them to be o’ereome— 

Delivered them unto the Midianites, 

Amalekites, and children of the east. 

Defeated Israel! fled unto the hills 

And mountains, hid in caves, strongholds and 
dens, 


For seven years their captors spoiled the land ; 
Came with their cattle, camels, and their tents, 
(Like grasshoppers they were for multitude,) 
And camped on Canaan's fertile plains; destroyed 
The increase of the land, its fruits and grain; 
Nor aught did leave for man or beast to eat. 
What Israel sowed the Midianites would reap; 
What they built up the Midianites destroyed! 
*Twas hard to leave the fruit of all their toils, 
Their orchards filled, and golden harvests ripe, 
For enemies to reap and feed upon, 

While they for safety fled to rocks and caves; 
But so it was. Their punishment was great ! 


They cried to God, whose mercy knows no end ; 

Whose arm is mighty, strong to save His friends; 
Whose ear is ever open to the cry . 
Of those who call upon Him in distress ; 

A Refuge ; present Rreip in time of need; 

A Father, pitying still His erring ones, 

And always ready to forgive and save. 

He heard the cry of Israel’s erring sons, 

And came to their relief ; deliverance gave. 


While Gideon threshed his father’s garnered wheat 
In Ophrah town, on fair Manasseh’s plains, 
‘Yo hide it from the roving Midianites 
The angel of the Lord came near the sr ot, 
And underneath an oak whose lengthened boughs 
—. shade o’er wine-press, threshing- 
oor 
Where son of Joash toiled with sweating brow, 
Sat down. Awhile he watched the strokes of flail 
As fast they fell upon the ripened grain 
Impelled by Gideon’s strong and sinewy arm. 
A noble son he was, pride of Joash ; 
Not only strength had he, but courage, too; 
For led by him Manasseh’s daring sons 
Had often held in check the thieving bands 
While faithful wives and little ones escaped 
And gathered fruit and grain, hid from 
search. 
At length the Angel made himself appear, 
Aud Gideon saw a Stranger seated there 
With staff in hand. 
The Angel spake, and said: 
“The Lord is with thee, valiant hero, true.” 


their 


** How can this be?” the son of Joash said : 

“If God were with me now in power and might 

Would all this evil come upon our race ? 

Would I be driven here to thresh my grain, 

Compelled to hide what my own toil hath gained 

S.est roving thieves should steal and take away ? 

Our fathers oft have told how, long ago, 

Jehovah led them forth from Egypt’s chains 

And safely brought them to this goodly land; 

Wrought miracles for them; divided seas ; 

Rained bread from heaven; brought water from 
the rocks; 

Defeated kingsgJaid low high massive walls; 

And many other signs and wonders wrought. 

But now this mighty God is heard no more ; 

He hath forsaken us, delivered us 

To Midianites, whose numbers far exceed 

The ranks of Israel’s men; nor can we drive 

Them back. Where is the God of Israel now?” 


The heavenly Stranger spake again, and said: 
**Go thou in this thy mignt, for thou shalt save 
Thy people from their foes, the Midianites. 
Have not I sent thee forth?” 
Then Gideon said 

“My Lord, wherewith shall I thy people save? 
Behold, I in my father’s house am least, 
And in Manasseh’s tribe my family 
Is poor and small.” 

The Angel gave reply: 
“ Know thou that I will surely be with thee, 
And thou shalt smite and overcome the foe.” 
Then Gideon asked the Stranger for a sign 
That what He said should surely come to pass: 
And this was well; for he who fights for God, 
In God must have a firm, unwavering trust; 


> 


If Gideon is to lead God s people forth 

To certain victory, he first must be 

Convinced that God is for His people stili ; 
Will still His wonders work; His love for them 
The same as when they over all prevailed. 
Idolatry is in, and all around 

His father’s house, and he, the zongeet son, 
Is to command, and be obeyed by all. 

To do this boldly, he must be inspired 

With zeal and faith, with not a single doubt. 


The signis given While the Stranger waits 
Beneath the oak, the son of Joash hastes 

Away, prepares a kid, unleavened cakes, 

And with this free-will off'ring quick returns 
And offers it to Him who tarries there. 

At His command the tender flesh and cakes 
Are placed upon a rock, the broth poured out— 
When, lo! He stretches forth His mighty hand, 
And with His staff the flesh and cakes are touched, 
And forthwith from the rock a flame appears! 
The off’ring is at once consumed! and then 
From Gideon's sight the Angel disappears. 


The chosen leader is conyineed. His faith 

In God’s almighty power is fixed. The God 

Of Abraham and Isaac, Jacob’s God, 

The God who talked with Moses in the bush, 
The God in whom brave Joshua believed, 

Is still the God of Israel’s race. He bows 

His face and smites upon his breast, and cries: 
“Alas! O Lord, my God, shall I not die, 
Because an Angel face to face I’ve seen? 


An answer full of comfort quickly came: 
“ Peace be to thee; fear not; thou shalt not die.” 


Then Gideon built an altar to the Lord— 
*Jehovah-shalom”—” Peace with God”’—twas 
named. 


Behold, it came to pass in that same night, 
While Gideon slept, the Lord appeared again, 
And called him to commence heroie deeds, 

In his own father’s house begins the work : 
«The altar unto Baal built throw down; 

Cut down the grove ; destroy these ido! gods, 
And build an altar there unto the Lord, 

And offer thereupon burnt-sacrifice 

Of bulloeks from thy father’s numerous herds.” 


He tarried not, but that same night took men, 
Ten chosen servants of his own, and did 
The mandate of his God. 

At early dawn 
The men of Ophrah and his father’s house 
Came to the grove to worship Baal’s god, 
When, lo! they saw the work of Gideon’s men, 
And to each other said, ‘‘Who hath done this ”” 
And when they knew, to Joash thus they spoke : 
“Bring out thy son, that he may surely die, 
Because the altar unto Baal built 
He hath cast down, and all the groves near by 
He hath destroyed.” 

And Joash said, “ Not so! 
Will ye for Baal plead? Will ye save him? 
Let him that pleads for Baal surely die 
While yet tis dawn. If Baal be a god, 
He his own cause must plead. Let him contend 
With this my son, who hath his altar razed.” 


In vain did Baal’s wicked servants wait 

For vengeance to o’ertake God’s chosen one. 

It never came. The idol had no power! 

And Gideon rose superior to them all. 

Still greater he became; more influence had; 

His honored name was whispered far and near; 
*Twas known that he had taiked with Israel's God ; 
And soon the people came to trust in him 

As one who should deliverance to them bring. 





To-day all through our lovely land are foes, 

Not Midianites, but Satan’s mightier host; 

They seek not orchard fruits, nor harvests ripe, 

Not bodies merely, but the souls of men! 

And thousands year by year are ruined, lost! 

God calls us to the rescue of our frienda— 

Our brother man. His power and presence gives, 

And says, ‘“‘Go preach ;”” “Go work;” “Go save the 
lost ;” 

“Beat back the powers of sin—Satanic foes ;” 

“Fight the good fight,” “Quit you like men;” 
“ Be strong;”’ 

“Go in the streets, highways—the outcasts find ; 

Snatch from the wreck the struggling sons of 


men ;” 
“ But take with you the panoply of God.” 


Perhaps at home, perhaps in our own hearts, 

Some ido! still holds sway. Where’er it is, 

At once cast down the god, and unto Him 

Who calls us forth let’s faithful service give. 

“Lo, Lam with you alway,” saith the Son 

Look unto Him, and over all prevail. 
Detroit, Mich., 1878, 
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LESSON XVI. 
(For Sunday, April 18th, 1875.) 


SUBJECT: GIDEON’S CALL. 





TEXT :—Judges 6: 11-15. 





11. Andthere came an 
angel fthe Lorgp, +nd 
sat underan oak which 
was in Ophrah, that per- 
tained unto Joash the 
Abi-ezrite: and his son 
Gideon threshed wheat 
by the wine press, to 
hide i from the Mid- 
janites, 

12. And the angel of 
the LorD appeared unto 
him, and said unto him, 
The Lorp is with thee, 
thou mighty man of 
va or. 

413. And Gideon said 
unto him, O my Lord, if 
the Lorp be with us, 
why then is all this be- 
fallen us? and where be 
all his mirac‘es which 
our fathers told us of, 
saying, Did not the 
Lorp bring us up from 
Egypt? but now the 
Lorp hath forsaken us, 


looked upon him, and 
said, Go in this thy 
might, and thou shait 
save Israel from the 
hand of the Midianites : 
have not I sent thee? 

15 A’ d hesaid unto 
h:m, O my Lord, where- 
with shali I save Israel? 
behold, my family is 

»0r in Manasseh, an? 

am the least in my 
father's house. 

16) =6and the Lorp 
said unto him, Surely, 
I will be with thee, and 
thou shalt smite the 
Midianites as one man. 

47. And he said unto 
him, If now I have 
found grace in thy 
sight, then shew me a 
sign that thou talkest 
with me. 

is. Depart not hence, 
I pray thee, until 1 come 
unto thee, and brin 


and delivered us into 
the hands of the Mid- 
ianites, 

14, And the Lorp 


forth my present, anc 
set it before thee. And 
he said, 1 will tarry un- 
‘i’ thou come again, 








[* preparing the lesson the teacher should 
I. read the whole narrative contained in 
the sixth, seventh and eighth chapters, 

Give explanation of words and phrases. 
“ Angel of the Lord.” This expression is 
used about sixty times, to designate the 
angel of God’s presence; and in all cases 
when he gives a message or a command 
he speaks in his own name, without the 
usual preface used by the prophets, ‘ Then 
saith the Lord,” and the communications 
are spoken of as the “ Words of the Lord.” 
Doubtless the personage so named, and re- 
ferred to in the lesson, is none other than 
the second person of the Trinity, the Word 
who was God, and was afterward made 
flesh. “ Abi-ezrite,’ one belonging to the 
family of Abiezer, the grandson of Manasse1, 
one of the sons of Joseph. “ Midianites,” 
the descendants of Midian, a son of Abram 
by his wife Keturah, who inhabited the re- 
gion east of Moab, hence called the Children 
of the East. (Verse 33.) They were ancient 
foes of Israel, and cherished deep national 
enmity toward them. “Sign,” something 
supernatural and miraculous. The miracles 
of our Lord are called signs in Scripture. 
“ Present,” an offering. Probably the “ meat- 
offering” was intended as an act of religious 
service. 

To some classes it will be interesting to 
give a brief account of the ancient Jewish 
threshing-floor ‘and wine-press. (See Ruth 
3:2; 1Sam, 23:1.) <A level plat of ground 
is selected and beaten hard and smooth ; on 
this the sheaves are laid in circles; four dis§ 
tinct methods were employed for separating 
the grain from the straw—(see Isa. 28 : 27, 
28)—the flail or rod, the drag or sledge, the 
wain or instrament on wheels, and the 
treading of cattle. These threshing-floors 
were in the open fields, and of course ex- 

»sed to the inroads of robbers or predatory 

ands of any kind, and it was necessary to 
watch them by night. The wine-press con- 
sisted generally of two receptacles, one a 
little lower than the other, built of stone or 
hewn out of the rock, or sunk into the 
ground; in the highest the grapes were 
trodden or crushed, and the juice ran into 
the lower. : 


THE CONNECTION. 


Already have the children of Israel been 
delivered from the invasion of the King of 
Mesopotamia by the energy and valor of 
the warlike Othniel, and rescued from the 
long and bitter servitude to Eglon, King of 
Moab, by the successful stratagem and ter- 
rible onslaught of the fierce and wily Ehud ; 
and more recently have they been freed from 
the cruel tyranny and exacting oppression 
of the haughty and revengeful Jabin, King 
of the northern hordes of the Canaanites, 
through the wisdom of Deborah and the 
daring courage of her brave captain, Barak. 
Only forty years have elapsed since the utter 
overthrow of Sisera and all his mighty host 
in the valley of Jezreel. Yet Israel having 
again forsaken the Lord, and built altars 
unto Baal, are once more a prey to the 
spoilers. This, though not the longest, was 

@ most severe and disastrous servitude the 








nation had ever suffered. The Midianites, 
with other nomadic tribes as their allies, 
wild hordes of the desert, swept over the en- 
tire country from east to west, from Jericho 
to Gaza. In vast multitudes, like swarms 
of locusts, they pitched their tents, pastured 
their cattle, and fed their camels in the fer- 
tile valleys and rich cornfields of Palestine. 
The people fled from their pillaged homes 
and took refuge in the wild ravines and 
hidden caves among the hills. Impoverished 
and oppressed they cry unto the Lord, and 
he in mercy sends them deliverance in a 
wonderful way, by the aid of a great divinely 
chosen and commissioned judge. 


THE LESSON 


treats of the divine call, the great commis- 
sion, and the special request of Gideon. 


I. The Call. (Verses 11-13.) 


We learn from the context that the Lord 
sent a prophet to admonish the people of 
their ingratitude and guilt in forgetting his 
conimandments, forsaking his service, and 
fearing and worshiping the gods of the land, 
on which account this terrible calamity had 
befallen them. In this way their minds 
were turned to the Lord and prepared to 
receive whomsoever he might send for their 
succor. This special warning and the pe- 
culiar circumstances connected with the call 
of their deliverer were well fitted to impress 
upon the erring and unhappy people that 
their salvation came from God alone. Notice 
these circumstances : 


1. The Place. Ophrah, a town 
situated amid the hills of Manasseh, proba- 
bly the chief town of that canton or section 
of the State, surrounded by a rugged, broken 
country which rendered it difficult of access 
and more easy of defence. The fertile plain 
of Esdraelon and the most productive vine- 
yards of the valleys among the foothills 
were overrun by the dreaded and detested 
invaders, and probably many of the dwellers 
in these regions had betaken themselves to 
Ophrah at the time for security and mutual 
defence. 


2. The Person. Gideon, the son 
of Joash, head of the family of Abiezer, 
owner or ruler of the domain, a man of 
rank and dignity. Ophrah pertained to him 
and is called Ophrah of the Abi-ezrites. 
(Verse 24) Gideon was a young man in 
the prime of life, of noble aspect and of a 
princely race; he was as the son of a king, 
and his brothers were each one like the 
children of kings. (8:18.) A man rarel 
endowed both physically and mentally, full 
of energy, and chafing under the ills inflicted 
on his country, yet still maintaining his 
faith in God. 

3. His Occupation. He was en- 
gaged in threshing wheat in a retired spot, 
probably only using the flail or staff for the 
purpose as best fitted to secure the conceal- 
ment he sought on account of the bands of 
prowling foragers who had made forays even 
amid the hills; possibly he used the wine- 
press, which at that season of the year 
would be unoccupied, and which, because 
sunk several feet in the ground, and hard 
and smooth, was convenient for the purpose 
of stealthily beating out a few sheaves. 
While thus engaged, and doubtless brooding 
over thesad state of the land which rendered 
such painful precautions necessary, he looked 
up and beheld a wondrous sight. 

4. The Visitor. The angel of the 
Lord appeared in human form asa traveler, 
having a staff in his hand, sitting under the 
shade of the wide-spread branches of a tree 
notable for its size or age. Something in the 
unexpected appearance and singular mien 
of the stranger arrested the attention of the 
youthful thresher and excited a feeling of 
involuntary awe; he ceases his work and 
listens to the startling words of the stranger, 
whose real character he did not yet recog- 
am but whose aspect greatly impressed 

im. 

5. The Message. “The Lord is 
with thee, thou mighty man of valor.” 
What can this language mean? Is it a 
cutting taunt re erring to his hidden, humble 
work? A mighty man of valor, surely, 
secretly threshing a few sheaves of wheat 
behind these rocks! “In what sense can it 
be true that the Lord is with us,” replied the 
tried pstriot, “since this terrible evil has 
befallen us? Where are the evidences of 
his presence who brought us out of Egypt 
and wrought all the wonders of which our 
fathers have told us?” 


What an insight is here afforded to the 
real character of this noble Hebrew youth. 
He deeply feels the disasters and disgrace 
of his people, with whose wonderful history 
he had been familiar from his childhood, 
and the early annals of which, full of miracle 
and of God, had often fired his imagination 
and filled hi soul. Though personally ad- 
dressed as a man of mark and assured of 
divine favor, utterly forgetful of self, he be- 
wails the misfortunes of his unvappy country- 
men and breaks forth into eloquent lamen- 
tations over the vanished glories of Israel. 


‘ 


Il. The Commission. 
( Versus 14-16.) 


rave Israel.” Whether Gideon had already 
distinguished himself by any feat of strength 
or deed of valor, we are not infurmed, though 
it% more than probable his energy of char- 


as well as in the threshing of grain. 

The previous message, “The Lord is 
with thee,” was a divine intimation of the 
choice of God resting on him, and an as- 


ment of the work given himtodo. “The 


spirit of might. 


from the hand of the Midianites: have not 
> I sent thee?” 


which it was uttered, showed Gideon that 
“the speaker was other than he seemed, a 
supernatural messenger from heaven. The 
look which rested on Gideon awed and 
humbled him. 
to be forgotten, the penetrating power and 
animating energy of which sustained him 
through all his subseqnent difficulties and 
dangers. Filled with strange and conflicting 


the comm ssion and its object, the salvation 
of Israel, like Moses at the bush, hein a 
spirit of humility remonstrates against ac- 
cepting the high honor proposed. Where- 
with can I achieve so great a task? My 
family or clan is one of the weakest of the 
ten divisions of my tribe, and [ am the least 
in my father’s house. If adeliverer is to be 
chosen, let him be taken from one of the 
more powerful tribes, or at least from among 
the more renowned chiefs of some of the 
larger families in Manasseh. But this sense 
of personal unfitness was only another proof 
of his genuine greatness of soul. It was 
not the voice of fear, or unbelief, or 
selfishness, but of modest self-distrust. 
To this natural expostulation, he who 
sat under the oak said, “I will be with thee, 
and thou shalt smite the Midianites as one 
man.” At first he said, “I have sent thee.” 
Now he adds, “I will be with thee.’ Now 
Gideon felt that the Being who could make 
such a promise was none other than the 
Captain of the Lord’s host who appeared 
unto Joshua, and the Jehovah who had 
spoken to Moses. Anxious to be assured on 
this point, he resolves to make an offering 
and seek a sign. 

IIl. The Request. (Verses 17, 18.) 

Lest that all he had seen and heard might 

rove to be an illusion or a waking dream, 
e desires an assuring token of its reality. 

1. The Plea. “If now I have found grace 
in thy sight,” the same language which the 
man of God had used long before, as much asif 
he had said, if indeed thou hast chosen me for 
thy servant in this thing, if thou hast pro- 
mised me thy presence, then grant me my 
prayer. 

2. The Petition. Grant me a sign 
by accepting my offering, depart not till I 
bring it and set it before thee, then shall I 
know that thou art the Lord who hast talked 
with me. The request was granted. 

3. The Present, An offering, not an 
ordinary meal, but a meat offering, a religious 
service unto the Lord. He went in and 
speedily prepared the present and returned, 
bearing it in a basket and a pot, and set it 
before the heavenly guest. The manner in 
which it was received and disposed of 
(19-21) satisfied the mind of Gideon that 
his call and commission were divine, and 
that prompt and implicit obedience was the 
only course left for him. 

Learn: 1. Im times of greatest 
trial and darkness let us faith- 
fally discharge the present 
duty however humble. Gideon 
was found of God on the threshing-floor, 
David in the sheep-fold. Elisha ploughing in 
the field, James and John in their boats. 
Many of God’s choicest and most honored 
servants have been found among the lowly. 

2. God always grants grace 
sufficient for the service he en- 
joins, “I will be with thee ;” “as thy days 
so thy strength shall be;”. “my grace shall 
be sufficient for thee.” God sends no man 
a warfare at his own charges. That man is 
strong and sure of success who has God on 


his side. Uphold me, Lord, with thy free 
Spirit. 
3. “A decided undivided 


faith in Ged is a source of 
courage and power.” This was 
the motive power of all the ancient heroes of 
thecovenant. By faith they conquered and 
endured. He who seeks to overcome his 
own spiritual foes or to contend with the 
enemies of God’s truth and church must 
live by faith, and according to his faith so 
shall it be unto him. May Gideon’s faith 
and Gideon’s God be ours ! 
“I know not what may befall me; 
God hangs a mist o'er my eyes, 
And before each step of my onward way 
He makes new svenes to rise; 











And every joy that He sends me comes 
As a sweet and glad surprise. 


“Go in-this thy might and thou shalt | 


acter had displayed its-Ilf in various ways, | 


surance of all needed strength for the fulfill- | 


Spirit of the Lord was upon him” (34) asa | 


Now the duty to which he 
is called is announced to him to “save Israel | 


The tenor of this charge and | 
the direct personal manner and authority in | 


It was a look felt and never | 


emotions, and amazed at the grandeur of | 
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“So I goon not knowing; 
I would not if I might; 

I would rather walk with God in the dark 
Than walk alone in the light; 

I would rather walk with him by faith 
Than walk alone by sight.” 





THE GOLDEN TEXT. 


LO, I AW WITH You At. 
WAY. EVEN UNTO THE END 
Or THE WORLD. 

~Matthew 28: 20. 


+ A eeeeeeeereeceeeseeeeeserenee Pecos ecerecenecessecsseesecssscseeses : 





The Primary Department. 


BY “FAITH LATIMER.” 





Topic: 
The Call of Gideon. 
Golden Text: 
Lo, I am with you alway, even unto the end 
of the world. 
Narrative : 
The mighty man of valor. 
Leading Thought: 
Not by might, nor by power. 
Studies for Teachers : 
Numbers 31: 1-54. | Gen. 18 : 1-8. 
Judges 6: 1-10. Psalm 118: 1-29. 
Deut. 28: 31-34. 2 Cor. 12: 9-12. 
Rev. 4: 8-11. 
NORMAL HINTS. 

Recall by various questions the condition 
of the Israelites as pictured in the preceding 
blackboard lesson: blessed, happy, strong, 
when God was with them; in misery, fear, 
distress, when God was against them. 
When, and why, did he forsake them? So 
they went on for more than one hundred 
and fifty years, breaking the promise made 
to Joshua. What was the promise? In 
all this great nation there were some who 
still prayed to God, who wept in secret 
places and remembered how different it was 
in the days of their fathers when they all 
served and obeyed God. In his Jove he did 
not utterly forsake them, for when they cried 
unto the Lord (Judges 3: 9-15) he 
raised up judges to guide them and help 
them to be free from their ene nies. 

The judges were not kings, nor great 
rulers or generals, but good men who tried 
to keep up the worship of the true tod and 
help the people to do right. Sometimes 
the people were better for awhile during the 
life of their judge, but soon went back again 
to idol worship. Then God would punish 
again and make them slaves to their enemies. 
Among these enemies were some people 
called Midianites, because they came from 
the country of Midian, over beyond the 
deserts. Two little words tell all the story, 
why God let the Midianites come and con- 
quer thea. They “did evil,” another way 
of telling that they “forsook God,” and this 
time for seven years he forsook them, and 
let these wild strong people come and be 
their masters. They came in great armies, 
riding on camels. How many of you ever 
saw acamel? There were so many of them 
that neither they nor their camels could be 
counted. 

(Question on the good land—its fruitful 
soil, vineyards, gardens, “ flowing with milk 
and honey.”) Yes, all true, and that 
brought the great tribes of robbers to come 
and settle on the land. There was another 
reason. Three hundred years before God 
told Moses to send twelve thousand of his 
best soldiers to conquer the Midianiites. 
They took their kings, burned their cities 
and killed all they could—now, the same 
nation came to steal and take revenge. 

They came as the army of grasshoppers 
did in the Northwest last summer, devour- 
ing every green thing on the face of the 
earth. The Midiamites brought their tents 
and set them up; it was in spring-time when 
the fields were sown, and the tender grain 
growing, the pastures were green and tresh, 
and they brought their hosts of cattle, turned 
them in the grassy fields, trampled down the 
grain, and drove the Israelites from their 
homes and farms. Many of them were glad 
to find a place to hide in, some cave in the 
rocks, or dens in the mountains. The Mi- 
dianites took all the treasures and food they 
could lay their hands on; ro there was little 
left for the people to eat or for their flocks. 

They took the flocks too, just as God told 
the Israelites long ago, that if they did not 
love him and keep his Commandments 
enemies should come and take their cattle 
and sheep from before their eyes, and the 
fruit of their land another nation should 
eat. Suppose you had been there and your 
own little pet lamb was stolen away? The 
people were in want, poverty, distress. 
What could they do? Only one thing. 


“They cried unto the Lord.” , 

There was a man named Gideon one day 
by a wine-press, trying to hide what he was 
Was it anything wrong? 


doing. He had 
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saved some wheat and was beating it out or 
threshing it there to hide it from the Mid- 
ianites, lest they should come and take it. 
While he was doing this an angel said to 
him, “ The Lord is with thee, thou mighty 
map of valor.” Gideon’s heart was too full 
of sorrow thinking of the troubles of his peo- 
ple to notice what the angel called him. 
He answered with sadness, “O my Lord, 
if the Lord be with us, why then is all this 
befallen us; ... the Lord hath forsaken 
us.” It was still the angel spoke to him, 
but weare told “The Lord looked upon him, 
and said, Go in this thy might, and thou shalt 
save Israel.” It was the messenger of God, 
his own Son, who loved to come to earth as he 
came to Joshua by Jericho. Gideon still 
thought it an angel when the voice said, 
“Have not J sent thee?’ Gideon humbly 
said, “O my Lord, wherewith shall J save 
Israel? behold my family is poor in Manas- 
seh, and I am the least in my father’s house.” 
The Lord answered him, “Surely, I will be 
with thee.” 

Three times God assured him of his pre- 
sence and help. (Write the Golden Text on 
the blackboard and within it, these three 
sentences: ) 





LO, 1 AM WITH YOU ALWAY, | 














= | ‘The Lord is with thee. i | 

| 2 | Have not I sent thee? - 

| is 

M Surely, I will be with thee. Z | 

| ' 

| SHL 40 GNA GME ONO | 

Gideon could not understand it all, he 
thought himself no “mighty man.” What 


great king said—“I am but a little child. I 
know not how to go out or to come in”? So 
Gideon felt, and~he wanted some sign or 
proof of what the angel said. He begged 
him to remain until he could bring an offer- 
ing or present forhim. The angel waited 
until Gideon in all his poverty found and 
prepared a kid and some cakes, which he 
brought out to the place where the angel sat 
under an oak, and presented it to him. 

He told Gideon to lay the meat and cakes 
on the rock beside them; the angel reached 
out the end of his staff and touched the flesh 
and the cakes, and fire rose up out of the rock 
and burned up the offering; then the angel 
disappeared Gideon was frightened, but the 
same words the Saviour so often used were 
spoken then. “Peace be unto thee—fear 
not.” Weshall see next Sunday how God 
used Gideon to save Israel. His first lesson 
is ours to-day, what we have on our black- 
board and in our Golden Text. (Have it 
recited.) What was our first Golden Text 
for the year? What did God say three 
times to Joshua in our first lesson? Did 
Gideon need be afraid when God three times 
over promised to be with him? If God be 
for us, who can be against us? Long after 
an angel came again to earth and said, * Not 
by m ght, nor by power, but by my Spirit, 
saith the Lord of hosts.” Need Gideon fear 
the hosts of Midian if the Lord of hosts was 
on his side? The angel called Gideon a 
mighty man, but not by his might nor his 
power were the Midianites to be conquered. 
It was the Lord's battle Gideon was to fight. 
Before next Sunday try to find out whose 
sword Gideon was to have in the battle. 
Gideon learned our lesson, he was strong in 
the Lord; then he was ready to work for 
God, and to destroy the great idol on his 
own father’s land. That same night God 
told him how to do it; he took ten servants 
and in the darkness cut down the trees, cast 
down the altar of Baal, and when the peo- 
ple of the city of Ophrah where he lived 
got up in the morning their idol and their 
trees were gone. They would have killed 
Gideon, but God by his Spirit put it in his 
father’s heart to tell them that if Baal was 
a god he ought to be able to take care of his 
own cause. 

Let us to-day try to learn and understand 
Gideon’s lesson, that we may be strong and 
able to work for God. If Gideon was the 
least in his father’s house, and God came to 
him with these words, they are also for us, 
his little ones. How many promises on the 
board within the circle? The first, The 
Lord is with thee—that means now; the 
second, Have not I sent —that means before 
the time, sometime past; the third, Surely, 
how strong God’s sure Word makes it, Surely, 
I will be with thee—that means time to come. 
So we have three promises— for the past, the 
present, and the future. The angels in 
heaven are saying the same lesson, for they 
are before the throne, saying, “ Holy, Lord 
God Almighty, which was, and is, aud is to 
come.” Our Golden Text is the last promise 
Jesus gave as he went back toheaven. We 
learned last Sunday how we may abide in 
him; in the promise of to-day we see how 
he will abide with us; and when we and all 
this world has passed away, all wno have 
loved him shall be “ Forever with the Lord.” 
__ Show the children a plain gold ring; ask 
if they can see beginning or end. So with 
God’s love to us, round and round the ever 


ae 





rolling years of life and eternity to those 
who will abide in him, his never-ending 
love will forever embrace them. 

Sing, “ Dear Saviour, ever at my side.” 





DAILY HOME READINGS. 


Monday—Judges 2 : 1-5. 

Tuesday—Acts 12: 1-17. 

Wednesday— Psalm 77 : 5-15. 
Thursday—1 Samuel 9: 15-21. 
Friday—1 Samel 16 : 6-13. | 
Saturday— Exodus 4 : 1-9. | 
Sunday— Ephesians 3 : 7-12. 





THE BLACKBOARD. 


BY THE REY. J. B. ATCHINSON. 


THE CALL OF GIDEON. 


GOLDEN TEXT. 


A-biding in 


“LO, B.-eading T 
1A” W-orkiug with 
WITH YOU A-idin e 


4 
Y,-EAand AMEN. 
0. UNTO THE 
ND OF THE WORLD.” 
Note.—When the weakest child of grace can 
wholly rest in this glorious declaration of Christ, 
no combined force of Satan can endanger the 
soul or retard ——- growth; Jesus always 
abiding in you always leading you. always work- 
ing with you, alway- aiding yor The promise of 


the Golden Text, aud “all the promises of God in 
him are YEA, aud in him aMEN.” Resting wholly 


on this I A vi 


“WHEN 
THEN 
SUGGESTIVE OUTLINE. 


WEAK 
STRONG.” 





ot) ALL, vs. 11, 12. 
OM®LAINT., v. 13. 
\ ONFE-SION, v. 15. 
OMMISSION, _ vs. 14-18. 





—_——':0: 
GOD’S COMMANDS. 


To Moses speak unto Pharaoh. 
To Israel forward. 

To Joshua over this Jordan. 

To Gideon IN THIS THY MIGHT. 


To Disciple: 


preach the Gospel. 
To you and me 


work in my vineyard. 
20: 
PROMISE TO ALL. 


“To, 1 AM with you alway.” 


—_—-30:——— 


FACTS. 
( Poor, 
, A laboring man, 
(The least. . 





GIDEON was 


POOREST 

YOUNGEST 

WORKING 
VEAKES 


wieciey’ CHRISTIAN 


HIS GLORY. 


GOD'S 
ROMISE 
AND 
RESENCE 
GIVE 
OWER 
AND 
ROTECTION 


TO HIS FOLLOWERS 


GOD can USE = 


FOR 





DE SURELY: "J 
TWILL BE WITH THEE.” 


seeeeeceee 





THE COMMENTARY. 


Judges 6: 11-18. 








Al. We see a young man of Ophrah, in Manasseb, 
west of the Jordan, engaged in threshing 
wheat by the wine-press to hide it from the 
Midianites. How it was thus to be hidden 
from the Midianites does not strike the reader 
unversed in the customs of the Fast. It may 
be here observed that corn is usually threshed 
near the field where it is grown, on an open 
area prepared and levelled for the purpose. 
The wine-press would necessarily be at a good 
distance among the vineyards, and would be, 
on many accounts, the least likely place for 
any one to suspect the threshing of corn. 
* * * Yet in this case not only was the 
eorn threshed at the wine-press, but it. was 
not done by the treading of oxen, but by the 


| 





flail. This does not appear in the translation, 
but it does in the original, where the word 
translated “threshed” indicates not only the 
fact, but the mode of threshing, Why was 
this? Clearly for the sake of silence. The 
lowing of oxen in so unusual a place might 
betray the thresher. But surely a flail makes 
noise enough? Yes, with us, but in the East 
no wooden floor resounds beneath the strokes 
of the flail—Aitto. (Possibly, there was so 
little grain to be threshed that only a flail 
was needed.) 


14. Have not I sent thee: The com- 
mand and the promise made Gideon aware 
of the real character of his visitor; and yet, 
like Moses. from a sense of humility, or a 
shrinking from the magnitude of the under- 
taking, he excused himself from entering in 
the euterprise. He resembles Moses also in 
the desire for a sign.—Jamieson. 


15. Manasseh was not one of the leading tribes 
in Israel; the thousand (Marg.) to which 
Gideon belonged was poorin that tribe; and 
he was (as he humbly thonght) the meanest 
person in that famiiy, and utterly unfit to un- 
dertake such services.—Scott. 


16. Twill be with thee: The person who 
gave the commission was not, it should seem, 
a created angel, but the Son of God, who then 
appeared on some great occasion in human 
shape as a prelude to what he intended in 
the fullness of time. He is here called Jeho- 
vah, the incommunicable name of God, and 
he said, “I will be with thee.”— Henry. 





A WEEKLY REVIEW 
For Superintendents or Teachers of the Lesson, 
April 18th, 1875. 


BY JOHN B. SMITH. 


[To precede the Lesson of the day in the classes.] 


Of whom is it said’in the last lesson that they 
were sold ? 

To whom? 

Whom had they forsaken’? 

Whom had they served instead ? 

Who had died first ? 

What promise did they break ? 

Recite Golden Text of First Lesson? 

Golden Text of Second Lesson ? 

Was it wise for them to forsake God’? 

Why did they forsake him? 

To whom are all the servants of sin sold? 

Does sin ever fulfill its promise 8? 

Does any sin ever pay good wages? 

What are the final wages of sin? 

What is the gift of God? 

Choose ye this day whom ye will serve. 








ILLUSTRATIONS. 


THE CALL OF GIDEON. 


[Specially selected for The Times’ International 
Normal Lessons.) 











BY REV. W. F. CRAFTS, 





“Oe upon a time” is the ‘“‘Open Sesame” of 
a child’s attention and interest, and “ Let 
me illustrate’ is the magic spell that wins the 
ears and eyes of older hearers. “ Principles and 
rules are repulsive to a child, but happy illustra- 
tion winneth him. In vain shalt thou preach of 
industry and prudence, till he learn of the hee 
and the ant. Parables shall charm his heart, 
while doctrines seem dead mystery.”— Tupper. 





Gop’s CaLis.—God calls busy men to do his 
grander work. Moses,the shepherd; Shamgar 
and Elisha and Gideon, the farmers; Jéemes and 
John, Andrew and Peter, the fishermen ; Matthew, 
the tax collector; Luke, the physician, &c., &€ 


| This same fehovah-angel appears to Moses and 


| Joshua, 


The case of the Roman Cincinnatus, 


| called by his people from his plough to be dicta- 








tor of Rome and saving it from the enemy, is aiso 
in point. 


Mr. Moopy’s caLt from secular business to 
Christian work would illustrate ‘ Gideon’s Call.” 
He had begun in a small way to gather a mission 
Sunday school. At length this mission work be- 
came so large, fo many calls on the sick and 
dying were added to the Sabbath work, thai Mr. 
Moody, who was a successful and enterprising 
merchant at that time, felt that either the mission 
work or his business must be givenup. Finally, 
he decided to yield his whole time to God's ser- 
vice. He bowed himself in prayer, saying. “‘ Here 
Iam, Lord; take me; I am willing to give up 
mv business for your business ; you will take care 
of meif {do your business; and when you do 
not take care of me any longer, then I will know 
that you do pot want me, and Iwill go back to 
my own business.” From that day to this Mr. 
Moody has never received a stated sa’ary, and 
has even refused one, again and again. as also 
large proffered gifts of money, saying that to take 
them would eyince a lack of faithin God. He 
was once asked, when he was traveling on the 
cars, “ How do you getaliving?’ He replied. ‘I 
have a rich Father.” “Ah,” said the inquirer, 
‘*T was not aware of that.” With a trustful smile 
Mr. Moody pointeg up. 





Gop’s help is essential to success in any work. 
An old minister said to a younger one, “So long 
as you fear and humbly depend upon God, you 
will never fall, but certainly prevail. I have 


found it so. Blessed be God, [ can now raise up 





my Ebenezer and say, ‘Hitherto hath the Lord | 


helped me.’” 


Furtre Henry thus wrote of a 


day’s study | 


which had been most unsatisfactory: “I forgot | 
when I began explicitly and expressly to crave | 


help from God; and the chariot-wheels drove 
accordingly.” 


Gop's PRoMIsE oF Vicrory.—A little German | 


girl about twelve yeais of age was converted. 
Full of joy and wonder, she ran home to tell her 
father. But to her surprise he became very angry 
and beat her cruelly. She expressed a wish to 
unite with the people of God, but was told if she 
did he would beat her to death. With this pros- 
peet she nevertheless determined to co her duty, 


2! 5 
trusting in Him who said. “IT will never leave 
thee nor forsake thee.” Whenshe returned home 
and told her fatler what she had done, he beat 
her most unmercifully and drove her from the 
house, telling her never to return until she had 
given up religion. Thus forsaken of her father 
the Lord took her up. She was kindly cared for, 
but often went to her father to entreat him to be 
a Christian, only to be answered with blows. She 
said. “I did not care for the blows—my r 
father’s soul was ali I thought of or cared for.” 
After eighteen months of suffering and prayer she 
saw her father converted, and they rejoiced to- 
together in the Saviour of sinners. 


Many of God’s most distinguished workmen 
have been called from scenes of the humblest 
labor. It was when toiling over a shoemaket’s 
bench that Cary’s soul was fired with a zeal for 
missionary labor. Yetbe became one of the most 
successful missionaries of his age. By his labors 
a magnificent coll. ge was erected at Serampore, 
sixteen flourishing stations were established, the 
Bible translated into sixteen languages. and the 
seeds sown of a moral revolution in India. Mor 
rison, another laborious missionary, was once a 
maker of shoe-lasis. Henry Martyn's father was 
a Cornwall miner. Johu Williams, of Erromanga, 
left the blacksmith’s shop to teach the islanders 
of the Pacific the way of life. Dr. Livingstone 
supported himself through a course of study by 
working in a cotton mill, 





ALEXANDER asked the Scythians of what they 
were most afraid, thinking they would say of 
himself. who was so mighty a conqueror. But 
they replied, scoffingly. “They were most afraid 
lest the heavens should fall on them.” We need 
fear nothing but this, that God should be our 
enemy. 


Gop’s PRESENCE.—The story of the fleece, Judges 
6 : 36-40, may be used to illustrate God’s presence. 
It was a token to Gideon that God was near that 
he found the dew on the fleece while the ground 
was dry, and then afterward that he found dew 
on the ground while the fleece was dry. The eh 
of the dew to-day isa wonderful and beautiful 
token of God's nearness and care. In the daily 
dew, imthe gentle rain, in daily bread, in snow 
and sunshine we have increasing “ im eal ofa 
divine and loving prevenee. A poor sick woman 
used to keep on her window sill a strawberry 
plant in a broken saucer, filled with alittle earth 
because its new leaves and constant growth helned 
her to feel God's nearness. “It makes no differ- 
ence whether we live o¢ die we are always in the 
presence of God.” “ Jehovah is with thee.” 











For The Sunday-School Times. 
GIDEON, THE BARLEY CAKE. 


BY THE REY. A. G. THOMAS, 
ARLEY bread was the last resort of the people 
of Palestine in time of famine (2 Kings 4: 42), 
and to be compelled to subsist entirely upon it 
bespoke a low state of poverty. Even at present 
one of the common complaints of the people in 
that land is, that their oppressors leave them 
nothing but barley bread to eat. Thus the use of 
barley came to be expressive of what was low or 
despicable. ~The jealous offering must be of bar- 
ley meal, inffead of fine wheat flour, the usual 
article used in the temple service, because it de- 
noted the low reputation in which the parties 
were held (Num. 5:15). This also agrees with the 
expression in Ezekiel 13: 19, ‘* Will ye pollute me 

among my people for handfuls of barley ?” 

Here isthe force of the dream of the Midiani‘e 
soldier, and its interpretation by his comrade in 
allusion to Gideon and the barley cake. Gideon 
did not only belong to Israel, the despicable 
enemy of the Midianites, but he was of the tribe 
of Manasseh, the smallest of Israel, and the son of 
Joesh, an undistinguished family in that tribe, 
and that, too, the youngest son—the least in his 
father’s house. He was, humanly speaking, truly 
a ‘barley cake.” His humb’e origin, as well as 
his renowned ca:eer, was doubtless a subject of 
common talk among the Midianites. Hence, 
when the soldier told his dream of the barley 
cake tumbling into their camp, his comrade had 
a ready interpretation for it: “ Your barley cake 
means Gideon ; the gods will use this despicable 
fellow to destroy our mighty host.” This he said 
half tauntingly and half in earnest; and lo, as he 
spoke it Gideon heard! and forthwith at the head 
of his three hundred chosen men, with their 
lamps ahd pitchers he dashed upon them, and 
the dream became a reality. 














LESSON BULLETIN. 


SECOND QUARTER OF 1875. 


1. April 4, Israel’s Promise. 
Joshua 24: 14-18. 
2. Aprilil. The Promise Broken. 
Judges 2: 11-16, 
3, April18. The Call of Gideon. 
Judges 6: 11-18. 
4. April 25. Gideon’s Army. 
Judges 7: 1-8. 
5. May 2. The Death of Samson. 
Judges 16: 25-31. 
6. May 9. Ruth and Naomi. 
Ruth 1; 16-22, 
A Praying Mother. 
1 Samuel 1: 21-18, 
The Child Samuel, 


7. May 16. 
& May 23. 


1 Samuel 3: 1-10, 
9. May 30. The Death of Eli. 

1 Samuel 4: 12-18, 
10. June 6. Samuel the Judge. 

1 Samuel 7: 5-12. 
ll. June 13. A King Desired, 

1 Samuel 8: 4-9. 
12. June 20. Saul Chosen, 

1 Samuel 10: 17-24. 


. June 27. REVIEW: Samuel’s Part« 
1 Samuel 12: 20-26, 


ing Words. 
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KANSAS has issued a handsome report 
of the proceedings of her ninth annual 
Sunday-school Convention, held at At- 
chinson in October last. It is a valuable 
Sunday-school document. The Conven- 
tion for this year will be at Fort Scott, 
on the 26th, 27th and 28th of October. 





Bazar-General Middleton, who had 
charge of the Chautauqua arrangements 
last summer, has been called to superin- 
tend the Sunday-school Bazar or Museum 
of the Baltimore International Conven- 
tion. The Museum will be located on 
the lower hall on the first floor of the 
Masonic Temple, while the Convention 
sessions will be on the second floor. Mr. 
Middleton has addressed a circular to 
parties wishing space to display their 
Sunday-school goods. Tables will be 
rented at prices depending on their posi- 
tion. There will be eighteen tables. A 
full circular of instructions, with dia- 
gram, will be furnished on application to 
J. ©. Middleton, 805 Broadway, New 
York, 





A SUPERINTENDENT of one of the 
secular school districts in Michigan says 
a true thing on the necessity of cultiva- 
ting a love for and enthusiasm in teach- 
ing, if success is ever to be attained in it. 
We commend his words to all whom they 
may profit. “There is a class of teach- 
ers,” he says, “who look upon their 
work as a mere make-shift that enables 
them to keep body and soul together. 
Their labors are performed without 
thought of the high duties belonging to 
their calling. Teaching, as @ science, 
they know nothing about; they are ac- 
quainted with the art merely to the ex- 
tent of turning off the work of the day, 
the week, and the term, anxious princi- 
pally for the close of each, and deeming 
all outside work or thought in the line 
of general culture, or preparation for 
classes even, as unpaid for and unneces- 
sary.” Such perfunctory workers, whether 
in the day-school or Sunday-school, will 
never accomplish much. 





“A CONVERSATIONAL BIBLE CLAss 
for young men has been organized in 
Cincinnati, to meet the modern, scientific, 
and other objections to the Bible, rather 
than to study in the manner customary 
in Sabbath-schools. It meets in the 
rooms of the Y. M. C. A. on Sunday 
afternoons.” Remarking on this fact the 
National Sunday-School Zeacher, of Chi- 
cago, says: ““ We should prefer a ‘Con- 
versational Bible Class, organized to 
study the Bible after ‘the manner cus- 
tomary in Sabbath-schools,’ taking up 
objections only as incidents to the study 
rather than as the main purpose of it. 
There is a danger of becoming better 
acquainted with the objections than with 
the Bible itself. . It is easier to sow a crop 
of interrogation points than it is te weed 
them out.” Well, if the design of the 
class is to meet young men who do not 
enter our Sunday-schools, and who could 
be attracted by the consideration of ques- 
tions of absorbing interest to them, we 
must heartily approve such classes. Of 
course the teacher should be an un- 
commonly wise and judicious man; 
but we believe that if he is found 
there is much to be hoped for and little 
to be feared from such an effort. The 
trouble about “interrogation points” 
is that skeptical literature and asso- 








ciations have already been at work with 
the young, and have caused them to 
cherish doubts and to imbibe views con- 
cerning Bible truths that will quickly be 
dispelled before the clearer light that a 
wise, sympathetic teacher could bring to 
bear upon them. We wish that such 
classes might be multiplied. 





PERHAPS it is not an experiment to be 
repeated often, but it is a very interesting 
one, and worked well the other day. Two 
superintendents in Painesville, Ohio, 
lately “exchanged” desks. It was when 
Christian brotherhood, based on the “ Al- 
tar of Witness” Lesson with its Golden 
Text, “ Ye are all one in Christ Jesus” 
was up for consideration. After the 
teachers had got through and the bell had 
struck, imagine the surprise of the Metho- 
dist school to see a strange shepherd stand- 
ing over them, in the person of Superin- 
tendent Tisdel of the Congregational 
school, who proceeded without formality 


to give a most direct and delightful ap-~ 


plication of the lesson of the day, as well 
as a most impressive exemplification of it. 
And so with Superintendent Young of the 
Methodist fold, in the desk of the Congre- 
gational school. Such amenities are ex- 
ceedingly pleasant, as illustrations. What 
next felicitous thing will the International 
Series of Lessons bring about? 





WE are pleased to note that the promi- 
nent seminaries in which some of our 
future ministers of religion are being 
trained, are interested in having the 
Sunday-school question brought before 
them. Years ago Mr. Pardee, and later 
Mr. Wells and Dr. Vincent have given 
some of their ripest Sunday-school 
views before full audiences of eager 
students. Yale and Auburn and Prince- 
ton have, we believe, already had 
a number of such addresses. We wish 
that, while we are waiting for a fully 
endowed Sunday-school Chair, a regu- 
lar course of Sunday-school lectures 
might be called for by all our theological 
seminaries, Lately Mr. J. Bennet Tyler, 
General Superintendent of Presbyterian 
Sabbath-schools, gave an address before 
the Professors and Students of Princeton. 
For an hour they listened with the 
closest attention. We understand that 
an informal invitation was extended to 
Mr. Tyler to deliver a full course of Sun- 
day-school lectures next year. Mr. Tyler 
is also to address the students of Auburn 
in April. 








REV. WARREN RANDOLPH, D.D. 


UR portrait is an excellent represen- 
tation of this genial and honored 
minister of Christ. It does not take one 
skilled in reading the human physiog- 
nomy to see in it the countenance of one 
who loves his kind, and especially of 
one who loves the children. And this 
is pre-eminently the trait that one wants 
to see traced in every line of every fea- 
ture of our Sunday-school leaders. 

Dr. Randolph isso well known through- 
out the United States as the General 
Superintendent of the Sabbath-school in- 
terests of the Baptist Church, that he 
needs scarcely to be introduced to our 
readers. He has now filled his respon- 
sible position for nearly four years, and 
with the most growing and gratifying 
success. His frequent visits to all parts 
of the land, his stimulating addresses, 
his organizing powers, and his wisdom 
in fraternal counsels, have made him one 
of the leading influences of our times in 
carrying forward the Sunday-school in- 
terests intrusted to him. 

While his first and most indefatigable 
labors are spent with the schools of his 
own beloved Church, Dr. Randolph has 
yet found time and opportunity, as he 








has ever had the desire and delight, to 
engage in general union Sunday-school 
and Christian labor. He has represented 
his Church in all the great national union 
movements in our cause, was made a 
member of the International Lesson Com- 
mittee at Indianapolis, and has filled the 
office of secretary of that committee from 
the first. 

Dr. Randolph is a native of New 
Jersey. He was born in Middlesex 
county in 1826, graduated from Brown 
University in Providence, R. I., in 1851, 
and has subsequently been settled in the 
pastorate at Pawtucket and Providence, 
in Boston, in Germantown and in Phila- 
delphia. He is also a traveler of some 
experience, having spent nearly a year 
in Egypt and the Holy Land. 

He has filled prominent places and 
been pastor of some of the most promi- 
nent churches in his denomination, but 
rightly regards his present work as the 
most far-reaching in its results of any that 
the Church of Christ has for its servants 
to fulfill. 





TOO FAST. 





T must not be forgotten in our teaching 
work that the spiritual faculties are to 
be trained and developed on the same 
principle as the mental or intellectual 
faculties. We all understand that if the 
child at school is urged too fast, his 
mind is weakened rather than strength- 
ened; the tendency is toward idiocy 
rather than toward power. The result is 
nearly the same when the moral nature 
is subjected to and kept under too high 
pressure. It may not be so apparent 
that the soul’s power to distinguish 
good from evil, and its sensitiveness to 
the noble and the honorable, is less keen, 
yet it will nevertheless be true, There 
are more moral idiots in our civilized 
land than there are intellectual idiots. 
There are more who owe this, we believe, 
to mistaken and misguided zeal, and to 
asincere desire but faulty endeavor to 
do good, than many Christians are ready 
to understand or admit. We are not 
sure of this constant cry for more zeal 
and nothing more! To besure, there are 
always sluggish natures that will need to 
be stirredup. Butare we never to advance 
beyond the first principles? Must we be 
always crying for more fire, more energy ? 
We have come upon times in our Sun- 
day-school work when we would rather 
urge for a vast number of workers more 
system, more accuracy, more enlightened 
comprehension of what is to be done, 
and of the best ways of doing it. The mis- 
sionary stage of the Sunday-school work, 
speaking of the general cause, has given 
place to the educational stage, to the 
science of teaching and training souls. 
We do not forget that neither process 
need be going on by itself without the 
other. There will be always missions 
and missions. There will be always 
souls and souls that need to be raised 
and saved. These we must reach. But we 
see it so often stated, and so emphatically, 
that the one end of the Sunday-school 
is to bring the scholars to Christ, that we 
are led to call attention to the after work 
as in danger of being set to the one side, 
or overshadowed by what our zeal 
would claim to be of first and paramount 
moment, 


If the work of saving the young be 
understood definitely and positively to 
be to educate their moral faculties with 
as much patience, skill and persistence 
as is shown in the secular schools in 
educating their memory, judgment and 
sesthetic taste, there would be less failure 
and disappointment. The question is at 
least a fair one, worth earnest attention, 
why we give six days to making the 
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young wise and one to making them 
good ; six to teaching them the facts and 
laws of matter, language, arts, trade, and 
only one to teaching them the laws of 
responsibility, honor, faith, hope and re- 
ligious duty. Suppose we prophecy that 
the time will come when men will see 
that it is equally as important to train 
one set of faculties as the other, and will 
adjust their culture accordingly ? 

However, we wish just now to place 
the emphasis here—that the efforts to 
drive, hasten, force the work of making 
true, round, strong moral characters must 
fail. Such efforts cannot but be spas- 
modic, It is impossible to live long at 
fever heat. What we urge in our Sun- 
day-school work, friends, is, Be patient, 
but not idle; be evenly strong and earnest, 
not fitfully hot and zealous; be calm but 
persistent. After you have by God’s help 
turned or converted the child’s will, then 
educate. Don’t excite yourself and others 
to the conversion point, and then hand 
all the after work over to the Lord! God 
can convert without your help as readily 
as he can continue the work without your 
help. If you are needed at all, it is just 
where the Master has put you and or- 
dered you to work. He did not say to 
you as a teacher “ Corral my lambs,” he 
said feed them. It is God’s own that 
need the care, the food. Bend your 
energies then to instruct, to confirm, to 
encourage and counsel the beginners. 
Especially in these times, perhaps, when 
there be many engaged in the work of 
turning souls to Christ (and may their 
numbers increase and their labors be 
mightily blessed !) the danger will be of 
neglecting those who are already His. 
It need not be so, but observation shows 
us that it is apt to be so. The subject is 
one of supreme importance. There are 
natures in every school, in almost every 
class, that would suffer irreparably from 
over zeal and haste. We do not counsel 
coldness or delay, but a careful study of 
each child in your charge and an untir- 
ing because faithful effort to save it. 
Trust God and go quietly at work, not 
expecting to stop. Work as the faithful 
teacher works in the secular school—by 
the day, by the month, by the year. 











THE CALIFORNIA 
STATE SUNDAY-SCHODOL CON- 
VENTION. 


(Official.) 


HE Executive Committee of our State 

Sunday-school Association held a 
meeting two weeks since to make final 
arrangements for our next State Conven- 
tion. 

The time of meeting is set for May 
18th, 19th and 20th, and there is reason 
to believe that it will be the best we 
have ever held. 

The programme of exercises is ar- 
ranged and will be issued with the call 
in a few days. 

An out-door convention is talked of 
for 1876. W. H. Crate, 

Chairman of the Executive Committee. 


BLACKBOARD ARTISTS. 





F every school had an artist as skillfull 
as Frank Beard, we should say have 
half-a-dozen blackboards. When we 
quoted somebody’s advice about “greasing 
the blackboard,” recently, we forgot Mr. 
Beard. The truth is, that there are few 
who can attempt artistic work on the 
board, Until the number is increased— 
and we cannot afford to have artistic ex- 
periments on sacred topics before Sab- 
bath-schools in the meantime—we had 
better confine our blackboarding to the 
simplest and most obvious uses. But we 
wish that drawing on the board could be 
made a matter of study and of practice 
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outside the Sunday-school. We hope 


the day will come when every Sunday- 
sehool will have at least one person who 
sali be able to draw acceptably and to 
edification on the blackboard. If now 
we had a Sunday-School Training Insti- 
tute as an established fact, the black- 
board might well be one of the depart- 
ments of its curriculum, and we nomi- 
nate Mr. Beard, in advance, as professor 
to fill the chair. We thoroughly agree 
with his views on the value of the board 
as he uses it, for the illustration and im- 
pression of the Sunday-school lesson. See 
the outline of his remarks before the 
New York Sunday-school Normal Class 
last week, as reported in other columns. 





CONNECTICUT NOTES. 


] EAR TIMES: On Wednesday of 

this week the Executive Committee 
of the Connecticut Sunday-school Teach- 
ers’ Association held a meeting in Hart- 
ford, with two objects: Ist. To hear re- 
ports as to what has been done in the 
counties the past year. 2d. To lay out 
the work for the year to come. As we 
now have our State Convention only 
once in two years, and the officers hold 
over for that time, such a meeting, mid- 
way between the State Conventions, is 
essential. 

Under the first heading, the reports 
from the counties were most gratifying. 
During last fall and early winter twenty- 
six Institutes were held in different parts 
of the State, which were, as a rule, re- 
markably successful in point of atten- 
dance and interest, many of them having 
produced evident good results among the 
schools represented. In this work New 
London County bore off the palm, hav- 
ing six Institutes within her small terri- 
tory; the last one being at Norwich, in 
January, and continuing for two days. 
This was one of the best Institutes ever 
held in the State. The New London 
County* Committee deserve great praise 
for their faithfulness and energy. What 
Sunday-school Institute could fail of suc- 
cess if their getters-up always showed 
the spirit of this committee? one of 
whom, besides spending an hour anda 
half in his oWn school, on a certain Sun- 
day, visited twelve other schools to give 
them a personal invitation to the pro- 
posed Institute. The State Committee 
showed their appreciation of Mr. Burn- 
ham, the Chairman of the New London 
County Committee, by appointing him 
to the place at their head made vacant 
by the resignation of Mr. Langdon, the 
late State Chairman, who was, with much 
regret, excused from further service on 
account of the condition of his health. 

The call for the International Conven- 
tion at Baltimore was read, and arrange- 
ments were made for sending a full dele- 
gation from our State. The Statistical 
Secretary, Mr. J. Tomlinson, of Bir- 
mingham, explained his plans for gather- 
ing the statistics of the schools during 
the present spring. The County Com- 
mittees were encouraged to go on with 
the work of holding Institutes and local 
meetings, and keeping before the people 
the interests of an elevated and improved 
standard of Sunday-school work. 

Rev. W. C. Walker, the excellent Bap- 
tist Sunday-school missionary for the 
State (by supporting whom, in the field, 
his denomination are doing themselves 
great honor and equal good), was present 
by invitation and spoke a few words of 
encouragement and exhortation. He 
agreed exactly with the general senti- 
ment of the Committee, in recommending 
the two subjects of teachers’ meetings, 
and the making the Sunday-school a 
regular church service, as those on which 
stress should be laid in all our Institutes 
and Conventions, 





Hartford people are coming to take 

considerable pride in their 
United Teachers’ Meeting, 

which is held every Saturday afternoon, 
is very largely attended and of great in- 
terest. It is conducted by the city pas- 
tors in rotation ; the exercises consisting 
of ashort lecture on the topic of the 
lesson, followed by questions and an- 
swers. The interest awakened among 


| teachers by these International Lessons 
| is such that they gladly avail themselves 


of every help. How can the Sunday 
teaching but be improved under these 
circumstances ! ARROWSMITH. 





r 
q 
Notes. 
Dr. Blackall, of Chicago, calls the Sunday- 
school “the teaching session of the church.” 
The characterization is a very happy one. 


Teachers, face your scholars. It is better 
to use a high camp-chair placed in the aisle, 
or stand during the moments devoted to 
teaching, than have the children so seated 
about you as not to see their faces.—The 
Sunday-School Journal. 


At a late teachers’ meeting in Providence, 
R. L., the superintendent, speaking of school- 
room work, criticised the lack of life and 
animation which he had sometimes observed, 
impressing the thought that dull, listless 
pupils would result from a want of life and 
sympathetic interest in the teacher. 


The Boston Congregationalist, usually 
careful as to the matter of credits, is badly 
caught for once. Our article “ A Bunch of 
Keys,” is reprinted in its Sunday-school 
columns this week, with simply the initials 
of the writer “C. P.” The initials them- 
selves should have suggested the request 
“Credit, Please !” 


An English Sunday-school teacher, in an 
address recently given before the Craven 
Chapel London Sunday-schools, quoted the 
Rev. John Angell James, as authority for 
his dictum that “each teacher should 
be possessed of the three B’s—Brains, Bel- 
lows and Bowels—a good head, a fine voice, 
and “bowels of compassion.” 


At a Sunday-School Institute in Floyd 
County, Indiana, Mrs. J. F. Gebhart read 
an essay against the error that is too often 
made of diluting the Bible, of translating 
its noble, plain and simple words into baby 
talk. In the essay is the following sugges- 
tive sentence. “The Bible does indeed say 
milk for babes, but it does not say water 
the milk.” 


The First Congregational Bib!e School, of 
Detroit, has prepared a beautiful “ Easter 
service” for their use this year, which will 
doubtless be given with great impressiveness. 
It is handsomely got up, and makes one of 
the most attractive concert exercises we have 
everseen. Dr. Z. Eddy is pastor and Messrs. 
Bostwich and Hammond are superintendents 
of the school. 


The Committee of a Church of England 
Diocesan Conference reports that “the Sun- 
day-school is in the future to be one of the 
strongholds of the Church of England.” 
And to this the New York Independent adds 
that “ hardly any denomination of Christians 
in America gives more prominence to the 
Sunday-school cause than does the Es- 
tablished Church in England.” 


A speaker at the late New Jersey Sun- 
day-School Convention, referring to the 
care of some of the Roman Catholic churches 
for their children, remarked that a priest in 
the cathedral at Camden after going through 
part of the service of the day said, “‘ I have 
before me twenty notices from teachers in 
our schools. I am not going to preach a 
regular sermon now, but any one of these 
notices would be sufficient for a sermon.” 
He then read the notice of a teacher that 
one of the children in his class had been 
absent that Sunday without any excuse, so 
far as he knew. Said the priest, “ It is alarm- 





ing that twenty of your children should be 
absent without a cause.” They had 500 or 
600 children in the congregation. “ This 
thing must not be repeated,” continued the 
priest, “or they shall be denied the privilege 
of the mass.” 





Glad tidings of Revivals are being re- 
ceived in the reports of the missionaries of 
the American Sunday-School Union. Here 
is one of the latest: “Two Sunday-schools 
that I planted about a year ago in contigu- 
ous neighborhoods, about twenty-five miles 
south of Springfield, Mo., have enjoyed re- 
vivals, in connection with which twenty- 
three persons have professed conversion in 
one, and six in the other; and they have 
been organized into a church.” 


A pastor who devotes himself to the 
audience-room and neglects the school-room 
will presently find himself in the midst of a 
company of young people who are strangers 
to him. Or, sadder still, he will find they 
have strayed altogether beyond his influence. 
A closer union between church and school, 
a@ more practical, organized, and constant 
care by the officers of the church over the 
lambs of the flock would result in a steady 
progress from the school to the church, from 
the elass-room to the communion table.— 
The Interior. 


The children of Glasgow sent a “ thou- 
sand little books,” entitled “ Years of Bless- 
ing,” to Mr. Moody’s Sunday-school in Chi- 
cago. The present superintendent in Mr. 
Moody’s absence, Mr. J. M. Hitchcock, wrote 
a grateful letter of acknowledgment for the 
gift. In it he says, “Let no one suppose 
that it is a small sacrifice on our part to 
spare our superintendent and chorister for 
two long years, or that there is not much 
yearning for their returrf. It is only that 
we are taught to be unselfish that we are at 
all content to have them from us.” 





The enterprising Sunday-school of the 
Congregational Church in Painesville, Ohio, 
is constantly on the alert not only to gather 
but to keep its scholars. The superintend- 
ent issues in the form of a neat circular- 
letter, the following persuasive note to ab- 
sentees: “We have missed you from your 
place in Sunday-school for several weeks. 
We are sorry to have you stay away. Won’t 
you come as regularly as you can, hereafter, 
beginning next Sunday? Don’t let any- 
thing but sickness or absence from town 
keep you from Sunday-school, will you? 
Affectionately, Your Superintendent.” 





The Brooklyn Sunday-School Union have 
inaugurated a series of “Saturday Afternoon 
Expositions” of the International Sunday- 
School Lessons—to open Saturday, April 
3d, at 4 o’clock, in Association Hall, corner 
of Fulton Street and Gallatin Place. They 
will be an extremely attractive and valuable 
course. The Teachers of the April lessons 
are Rev. W. C. Steele, Rev. David Inglis, 
LL.D., Ralph Wells, and the Rev. Emory 
J. Haynes. Of the May lessons: Rey. Nor- 
man Seaver, D D., Rev. Joseph T. Duryea, 
D.D., Rev. T. L. Cuyler, D.D., Rev. John 
A. Paddock, D.D., Rev. J. H. Vincent, D.D. 
Of the June lessons: Rev. A. D. Vail, Rev. 
E. P. Ingersoll, Wm. M. Thompson, M.D., 
Rev. Henry J. Van Dyke, D.D. Each in the 
order named takes up the lesson for the fol- 
lowing day. 


The Brooklyn Sunday-School Union has 
issued a neat little Manual and Directory of 
the schodls*in connection with it—with a 
complete list of officers, standing committees, 
visitors, etc., and a brief sketch of the origin 
of Sunday-schools in Brooklyn. The Union 
comprises 134 schools, with 4855 teachers, 
and 40,422 scholars. Of these, four Baptist 
schools number over 500 scholars each— 
namely, the Bedford Avenue, First, Strong 
Place, and Tabernacle. Six Congregational 
—Rochester Avenue Mission, Puritan, May- 
flower Mission, Central, Plymouth (800), 
and Bethel Mission, George A. Bell, super- 
intendent (1067). Two Methodist Episco- 
pal—Hanson Place and De Kalb Avenue. 
Three Protestant Episcopal—Atonement, 





St. James's, and St. Peter’s. Six Presbyte- 
rian—Hopkins Street Mission, City Park 
Chapel, Franklin Avenue, Lafayette Ave- 
nue (813), Throop Avenue Mission (1000, D. 
R. James, superintendent), and Central, 
(1076, B. R. Corwin, superintendent). Two 
Reformed—Bethany Chapel and Twelfth 
Street. 





A CERTAIN superintendent missed a little 
boy from one of his classes, and referring to 
his class-book, found the word “left”? marked 
against his name. The teacher knew noth- 
ing about him except that he had been ab- 
sent several Sabbaths. The superintendent, 
at the close of the school, hastened to the 
boy’s home—found him in a lonely attic 
almost dying from a fracture of the skull by 
a fall several weeks before. After his call 
he went back and to the word “left” after 
the boy’s name in his class card, he added, 
“by a careless teacher, to die with a hole in 
his head.” Are there not many such “ care- 
less teachers” who never seek out the absent 





members of their classes ?—The Interna- 
tional Lesson Monthly. 
THE NEW YORK CITY AND 


BAPTIST SUNDA Y-SCHOOL 
ASSOCIATIONS. 


A JOINT MONTHLY MEETING, 





[Reported in full for The Sunday-School Times 
by Charles Hopkins.) 





JOINT meeting of these two associa- 

tions was held at Broadway Tabernacle 
on Thirty-fourth Street and Broadway, New 
York, in order to give both societies the oppor- 
tunity of hearing Mr. Henry Varley, of Lon- 
don, who is now laboring in this city as an 
evangelist with great success. As an evi- 
dence of the popular desire to hear Mr. 
Varley, it may be said that this large church 
was densely packed long before the appointed 
hour, and hundreds were obliged to go away 
who could not get admittance, although the 
night was exceedingly unpleasant. 

E. C. Wilder, President of the New York 
Sunday-School Association, read a letter 
from William Phelps, President of the Bap- 
tist Sunday-School Association, regretting 
his inability to be present. The Rev. Dr. 
Patton, editor of The Baptist Weekly, read the 
Scriptures and offered prayer, after which 
an address was delivered by the Rev. Charles 
H. Everest, pastor of the Puritan Congrega- 
tional Church, Brooklyn, on “A Christian 
Home. as an Auxiliary to Successful Sabbath- 
School Teaching.” [Will be published next 
week.— Ep. | 

A solo, “I love to tell the story,” was 
sung by Miss Kate Stark, solo soprano of 
the Broadway Tabernacle Church. It was 
rendered ‘n a most exquisite manner. The 
congregational singing was led by Mr. H. C. 
Camp, and was uncommonly good and 
effective. 

Mr. Henry Varley, of London, addressed 
the andience on the topic of the lesson for 
March 21, 1875: “Joshua’s Warning.” My 
dear friends, he said, it is not possible to 
occupy the whole of this subject in my re- 
marks to-night. I will call your attention to 
what Joshua says in the 11th verse: “Take 
good heed, therefore, unto yourselves that 
ye love the Lord your God.” 

We must be careful in our teachings from 
the Old Testament. Suppose the following 
verse were taught in the Sunday-school : 
“ When the wicked man turneth away from 


his wickedness which he hath committed, 
and doeth that which is lawful and right, 
he shall save his soul alive.” These words 
were spoken to a people under the economy 
of the law. The Sunday-school teacher in 
our age must bear thatin mind. The gosyfel 
economy saith “to him that worketh not, 
but believeth on him that justifieth the un- 
godly, his faith is counted for righteousness.” 

Be careful or you will make God's truth 
injurious, teaching children that natural 
goodness, apart from regeneration, is Chris- 
tianity. “Take heed to yourselves,” or to 
your souls, as the margin hath it. 

Joshua Hit the Mark! 

It cuts at the very root of your need. You 
have doubtless observed the tendency to sin 
in your children, in your family or class. 
“They go astray from the womb, speaking 
lies.’ If men were not utterly corrupt, God 
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would not say so. The Word of God is for 
all time and covers the distant future, as aleo 
the ancient past. 

There is not a Christian parent but knows 
how sin is bound up in the heart of a child. 
This is more dangerous than to teach chil- 
dren to be good, and that God will love them 
if they are. There is no goodness in any 
cnild till that child receives Jesus Christ, 
and therefore when Joshua thus speaks, he 
comes at once to the great fundamental need, 

A New Life, A Renewed Heart. 

“The natural heart is at enmity to God.” 
It must meet a radical change before there 
is any love to God. ‘“ We love him because 
he first loved us.” When the apostle says, 
“the love of Christ constraineth us,” he 
does not speak of some latent love evolved 
out of his own being. See the waters of a 
lake rushing along, driven through a chasm, 
borne by the force of the waters behind. 
Such is the force of the es figure, the 
im petuosity of the divine love received from 
Christ. All the fruits of righteousness are 
by Jesus Christ unto the praise of his glory. 
To manufacture righteousness out of the 
love of your own nature is ignoring the 
truth of “the Lord our righteousness,” who 
says, “ Without me ye can do nothing.” I 
do not care for the use of the word “con- 
version” on this very ground: people get 
converted from drunkenness to sobriety, 
from Romanism to Protestantism. 

I Like Regenerated 
far better. The new creation of God. If 
you have not laid the foundations where 
God has laid them you must have confu- 
sion in the superstructure. Let us bring our 
children directly to Jesus. Christ laid that 
down as a vital point. “Suffer little chil- 
dren to come unto me.” Because all spirit- 
ual life is in Christ, it is vain for you to at- 
tempt to teach your children the fruits of 
life till they know the Lord Jesus Christ is 
their life. I have had the joy of winnin 
hundreds of children for Christ, and coul 
win hundreds to Jesus here in this city. 
God has not sent us to the Sunday-school 
To Mock the Children. 
We have the real water of life for them now. 
“ If any man ask bread, will he give him a 
stone?” God hath sent us with a real Christ 
to these children. Hundreds of children 
were bronght to Christ in my labors in To- 
ronto. The five eldest of my dear children 
have been brought to Christ; my first-born 
eldest son at six years old! He had told a 
lie. [took him into my study and gently 
took him between my knees. I said to him, 
“My child, why did you do this?’ “I 
hardly know why,” he said. I well knew 
why. I saw in my child only the faithful 
reproduction of that part of my own being, 
the transmission of sinful tendency, “the 
heart which is deceitful above all things.” 
I had given him being, but could not give 
him Christ. Regeneration is the work of 
the Holy Spirit operating by the Word of 
God. In the Scripture it is nowhere said 
the child must grow to be an adult. But it 
is said, “ Unless ye receive the kingdom of 
God as a little child, ye shall in nowise enter 
therein.” I knelt beside my boy tenderly. 
i said, “My Father, thou canst give this 
child a new heart and a right spirit,” and 
my heavenly Father did. I searched this 
Book (the Bible) to know how I would 
bring them up, and I have taught them, and 
they now know that Jesus Christ can put 
himself into their hearts as easily as he can 
put an oak into an acorn, and he dwells in 
them and they are new creatures in Christ. 
God has not Mocked Us 


when he gave us Christ. Bring the chil- 
dren to Christ as young as you please. I 
have just received from London a letter 
from my little Alice,‘nine years old. She 
says, “1 am sorry you are not at home, for 
we have returned from school for the Christ- 
mas holidays. But I must tell you how six- 
teen or seventeen little girls found Christ in 
our school. The work thus: I spoke 
to one of the little girls at school, and she 
spoke to another, and so it went on till six- 
teen or seventeen found Jesus, and now we 
have a precious little prayer-meeting to- 
gether in the music-room two evenings of 
the week.” This little girl knows how to 
bring children to Jesus, Both in England 
and in this country we have a lot of ma- 
chinery in our Sunday-school work, and we 
are getting awav from God’s way of saving 
the children, The bread of life is 


Not a Ditlicult Thing to Eat. 


T will now tell you my mode of dealing 
with those seeking Jesus. In Toronto the 
hall was crowded with children, I asked all 
those who wished to find Christ to remain 
behind and speak with me. One Saturday 
afternoon more than a hundred remained 
and were saved. I asked one of them to 
read aloud a verse. 1 Peter 2:24: “Who 
his own self bare our sins in his own body 
on the tree, that we, being dead to sins, 
should live unto righteousnesa: by whose 
stripes ye were healed.” I have had the 





joy of leading 4000 soule te Christ with that 


verse in four years. I would not care to 
preach again if I could deal with indi- 
viduals. 

Individual Ministry 


is the greatest need of our time. Spiritual 
light is from without and not from within. 
When the sun rises to-morrow morning the 
darkness must go. When Christ, the light, 
comes to the heart of the child the dark- 
ness must depart. After the verse had been 
read, I offered the following prayer: “O 
Father, Thou who didst cause light to shine 
out of darkness, be pleased to shine in these 
hearts, and while I am taking Thy Word, 
help me for Jesus’ sake.” 

I questioned the children thus: To whom 
do these words refer? Jesus Christ, was 
the answer. What is meant by “his own 
self?” Suppose I told yon that I, my own 
self, saved a boy’s life ‘from drowning? 
What should [ mean, that it is my own per- 
sonal act? Yes, I replied, and even 80, 
your salvation is entirely of Christ. ‘“ His 
own self.” Read on, “bare our sina in his 
own body on the tree.” Do you, I asked, 
believe that Jesus bore your sins, yours, as 
individual children? Some replied they 
could not feel it. I reminded them that 
feeling was not the point here, but the re- 
ception of his testimony, who says: “ All we 
like sheep have gone astray; we have turned 
every one to his own way, and the Lord hath 
laid on him the iniquity of us all.” 

We are not Saved by Feeling, 
not even by faith, but by the death of Jesus. 
Faith is our trust in God and simply re- 
ceives the blessed result of his work. I 
then appealed to them to believe God. 
Some answered, I see it, I do believe! You 
have read “ Bunvan’s Pilgrim’s Progress,” 
I remarked. Now where did Christian 
lose his burden, I asked. At the cross! 
answered a number of voices, and now the 
light was dawning. Notice again, I said, 
slowly and prayerfully, “ My sins in His own 
body on the tree.’ These words I repeated 
four or five times, asking them if they did 
not see the great fact of the removal of my 
sins to Jesus. They answered, yes; they 
saw it, not only for me, but for themselves, 
and rejoiced as saved ones! It is God’s 
way, so simple, so easy. Almost every 
word a monosyllable. Where then, dear 
children, I asked, are your sins? Some in 
tears, some in joy, replied, 

** Laid on Jesas.’’ 

Yes, I replied, dear children, this is the 
precious gospel of God’s love, ‘* Who 
spared not his own Son who was wounded 
for our transgressions, bruised for our ini- 
quities.” I have not a particle of doubt 
that more than a hundred found Christ 
there that dav, for in presenting God’s liv- 
ing Christ—the everlasting life—Christ in 
them, it is the great truth of the substi- 
tute Christ, If our teaching fails here, it 
fails utterly! Do not hesitate to press this 
truth to your scholars. They will come to 
see their salvation complete. 

God says: “ He that believeth on him is 
not condemned,” Press this truth upon 
your scholars, and they 

Will Come to Him by Hundreds. 
“That we, being dead unto sin, should live 
unto righteousness.” Still further, I asked : 
What is the penalty of sin? Death, was 
the answer. Did Jesus die for you? Yes. 
How do you know this? Because God says 
so. That's authority enough. Why, sirs, 
the condemnation resting on the world is, 
not because men are sinners, but unbelievers. 
My child, are you going to die? I asked. 
No, was the sweet reply, Jesus has died for 
me. It would be like paying a debt twice. 
Condemnation is because God has presented 


pardon, purity and life, and you have 
spurned it. Continued unbelief knows no 
pardon. 


It is the Unpardonable Sin 


that grows out of the rejection of the atone- 
ment. Mark the im: ortance of bringing 
the truth of Christ before your children. 
What does Jesus mean by, “By whose 
stripes ye were healed”? Made whole, 
cured, and that by his stripes alone. He 
never partially cured anybody. And salva- 
tion is entirely and altogether of the Lord 
God says it. Teach it to your children and 
their 
Lives will be Revolutionized ! 


You may ask me, “ Can’t you teach your 
children to believe they are saved, and they 
will live as they list?” I have confidence in 
the Master to keep those God has given him! 
The Lord Jesus said, “I will never leave 
them, I will never foraakethem.” His life, 
his energy, his power is in us, is the constant 
proton against the preservative from sin. I 

ear the great mass of Sunday-school instru- 
mentality in England and America is fail- 
ing because we are not bringing the truth 
home to our children. Christ says, “1 am 
come that ye might have life.” Christ will 
grow stronger in your children as they ad- 
vance in the knowledge of him. If you 
leave them to their native energy they will 
eome to the perdition of evil men. I would 
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die within half an hour rather than spend 
six months without Christ in me. 


It’s not a Sham Christ we Have! 


If you have been cradled in the cold systems 
of doctrine and theology, take hold of Christ 
to-night, and see what a generous life you 
have. What a vast difference between a 
correct creed and a living Christ. It 
was Christ that Abel and Abraham and 
Melchisedek and Peter and Paul possessed 
as their life; and your child, if a Christian, 
has the same. There is no child or man a 
Christian that has not Chriat. It is high 
time we got our theology from the Book of 
God! Be satisfied with nothing save the 
calm, clear, noble, generous life of Christ. 
Because God’s Christ has taken his place in 
the heart of your child, the time is coming 
when he will reign in eternal glory with 
him. We little know what Jesus will do for 
our children if we bring them to him. My 
dear wife, writing me of our little son Ernest, 
eight years old, says, “ One morning, while 
dressing, he repeated to me the following 
lines of poetry, entirely his own composition: 
) & 
“ * Eighteen hundred years ago 
A fishing-boat went out to sea ; 
It had a very little crew, 
A little crew of two or three. 
II. 
“* They sailed all night in low despair, 
And in the morn it was high tide; 
A man upon the shore, he said, 
“ Cast the net the other side.” 
Il. 


“* They cast the net the other side, 
The net was full, and all adored; 
And in a moment each exclaimed, 
“ It is, it is, it is the Lerd!’” 


Ah, sirs, my heart longs to see children, 
teachers and ministers and parents yearning 
for the Christ-life, for that is the essential 
truth God has put before us in this lesson ; 
yes, and in the whole Book of God. With 
deepest meaning does Joshua speak in chap- 
ter 24:19. Heknew the gospel, and Israel’s 
character, too, when he said, “ Ye cannot 
serve the Lord: for he is an holy God; he is 
a jealous God; he will not forgive your 
oe nor your sins.” “Christ is 
all.’ 
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THE FOREIGN SUNDA Y-SCHOOL 
ASSOCIATION. 


A SPECIAL MEETING, 





SPECIAL meeting of this Association 

was held March 13th in Park Avenue, 
New York, by invitation of Mrs. Atterbury, 
daughter of Anson G. Phelps, Esq. The day 
was stormy, but a fair representation of all 
the committees accompanied the President 
and were received by a gathering of distin- 
guished New Yorkers, among whom may be 
noticed E. C. Wilder, Rev. Gustave Alexis, 
formerly missionary to Spain, now preach- 
ing to the Bohemians in this city, A. Mey- 
rowitz, Professor of Hebrew in the New 
York University, and Rev. C. Stander, for- 
merly an Italian priest, who now preaches to 
an Italian congregation in Fourteenth Street, 
conducts Sunday-school in Italian and 
Spanish, besides carrying on a school or 
college in both languages for youths of 
these different natigaalities. In this school 
there is at present a Mr. Roderiguez, a step- 
son of Manuel Agnas, of Mexico, whose fate 
excited so much commiseration a year or 
two ago. He is in training to preach the 
gospel in the Church of Jesus in that city. 
Mr. Roderiguez hopes through his agency, 
as well as that of a young Frenehman and 
Italian, now under his care, greatly to pro- 
mote the grand designs of Sunday-school 
labor, and suggests the establishment of a 
“ Polyglott Sunday-school newspaper,” pub- 
lished in four languages, to meet the needs 
of the juvenile foreign population of the 
three Latin races. 

Mr. Woodruff opened the meeting with a 
brief account of the origin, aims and history 
of the society. The first inception of the 
work abroad was in 1856, when the vener- 
able Frederick Monod, of Paris, was the 





first to adopt the American idea, which has 


since spread widely over France, where 
there are now two Sunday-School Unions, a 
traveling missionary, and a recently-estab- 
lished Sunday-school paper. 

The work met with great opposition in 
Italy, where it is only just gaining a foot- 
hold, and in Spain it has not succeeded as 
yet. But Germany has been the theatre of 
a great success. There were no Sugday- 
schools that deserved the name in that 


country up to 1862, except a few in connec- 
tion with missions, and there was a great 
objection felt and manifested toward laymen 
and women teaching religion. The exotic 
had a hard fight at first with the hostility of 
ministers ‘and schoolmasters, but it was 
found exactly to meet the needs of the peo- 
ple and to oppose the only reliable safe- 
guard against infidelity and rationalism; and 
it has conquered at last, so that now there 
are over a hundred thousand children un- 
der Sunday-school instruction, and the chief 
ecclesiastical councils of the National Church 
have adopted the system as its own, and re- 
commended it authoritatively to all the sub- 
ordinate clergy. Holland received the idea 
about the same time, and has in proportion to 
its population progressed even more rapidly 

The work has made a good beginning in 
Denmark and Sweden, and we are now 
knocking at the doors of Russia, China and 
Japan. Our one. principle of action is the 
utilizing of unpaid, voluntary lay labor for 
the evangelization of the world, and this we 
have attempted to promote by personal let- 
tera of instruction, encouragement and sym- 
pathy, by occasional gifts of from $10 to $20, 
and by assisting to establish and distribute 
Sunday-school papers in the various lan- 
guages, 

A letter was then read from a lady ia 
Rio Clara, Brazil, speaking of the good al- 
ready accomplished in that country through 
the little Spanish Sunday-school paper; like- 
wise two others from Brazil, one of which 
describes very vividly the darkness of Ro- 
manism there present. 

The Italian, German and French letters 
and reports were much as usual. A French 
lady present told of a very interesting 
movement now going on in France. The 
Rev. Theodore Monod having left his 
church in Paris to travel through the south 
of France, finding out and encouraging in- 
dividual Christians, endeavoring to unite 
them into little bands, which shall be the 
beginnings of churches and Sunday-schools. 

The Professor told of his visits among the 
100,000 Jews of New York, his distribution 
of Bibles among them, and the gathering 
together of their children into a Sunday- 
school. M. E. W. 





For The Sunday School Times 
A CHINESE SUNDA Y-SCHOOL 
ANNIVERSARY. 





HE Sixth Anniversary of the Chinese 

Mission Sunday-School, of the Church 
of Advent, on Howard Street, in San Fran- 
cisco, California, was recently observed with 
very interesting exercises. The church was 
crowded in every part, and the front seats 
were occupied by the members of the school 
and a number of those who attended the 
Chinese Sunday-School connected with 
Trinity Church. The exercises were opened 
with a hymn, “ There’s a cry from Mace- 
donia,’’ the music of which was by Fong 
Doon, one of the most intelligent and well- 
educated Chinamen in this city. The Li- 
turgy, including prayers, as used in the 
school, was recited and the chanting of the 
Lord’s Prayer followed. Those who have 
never heard a Sunday-school, composed en- 
tirely of Chinese, can have no idea of the 
strange effect that the chanting and singing 
of hymns has upon the hearers. ‘Gloria 
in Excelsis’’ was then sung by the school, 
which was followed by the hymn, * Let the 
Saviour in.” 

The Superintendent’s Report. 

William R. Wadsworth, the Superintend- 
ent of the school, who has always taken a 
lively interest in its welfare, then read his 
annual report, as follows: 

The occasion which has brought us to- 
gether should have been held the last Sun- 
day evening in October, 1874, but the pro- 
posed alterations and improvements in our 
church has caused the delay. 

Our school bas been regularly held on 
each Sunday during the fifteen months 


| past, and the average attendance has been 





on Sundays 45, the largest number present 
on any one Sunday 71, and on Thursday 
evening our school has been held, with 
three exceptions, namely New Years and 
Christmas eve, and one evening when the 
Baptist anniversary was held. The atten- 
dance has averaged 26, largest number pre- 
sent at any one time 40. Male teachers 3, 
f-male teachers 7. ‘he whole number 


that have been eonnected with the school 
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is about 120. We find the same difficulty 
experienced by all the mission houses in 
our city and the neighborhood—numbering 
some eighteen—the changing character of 
the attendance. We have four classes 
which read in the Bible, and the entire 
school repeat the Creed and Ten Command- 
ments, and chant the Lord's Prayer, all in 
English, every Sunday. 

There is a decided religious interest among 
our scholars, shown by their deportment 
during the opening and closing exercises. 
After the latter, about four months since, 
they. of their own accord, desired to sing, 
‘* Praise God, from whom all blessings flow,” 
etc., and it now forms part of the closing 
exercises. Their willingness to receive the 
New Testament in English, about thirty 
copies having been distributed, and eighteen 
copies in Chinese, is also taken as another 
evidence. These publications have been 
kindly presented by the California Bible 
Society. 

Our teachers have been faithful, and 
mostly regular in their attendance. We 
number three males and seventeen fe- 
males. * * * *& & 

Encouraged by the example of Trinity 
Church Chinese Sunday-School, contribu- 
ting last Easter $32 50 for missions, we com- 
menced last August a collection, and up to 
date have received $41.35, which the schol- 
ars will have a voice in saying how the 
same shall be disposed of. During the last 
fifteen months we have received from the 
scholars voluntary gifts for books, etc., 
$14.80 ; there has been received from a lady 
at the East, through our Bishop, in cur- 
rency $50; there has been expended for 
books and other items, $15.15. 

A new phase has presented itself in the 
work; last summer an invitation was re- 
ceived to take part in a picnic. to be held 
at the Berkeley Grounds. There were 
some sixty or seventy Coinamen and a few 
respectable Chinese girls, connected with 
the families of the missionaries, and about 
the same number of ourpeople. In passing 
from the landing by the horse-cars, there 
were four Chinamen dressed as Americans. 
One of them, a driver of a milk-wagon, who 
had in the inside pocket of his coat a bottle, 
the writer, thinking it might possibly be 
whisky, asked the question, ‘ What is 
that?’ Reply—‘ Look at it; the color.” 
Finding that he was disposed to quiz a 
little I did not answer, so he said, ‘‘ Why, 
itis tea!’ Returning, it was encouraging 
to hear them sing the hymns that are 
taught them in the mission houses and 
Sunday-schools. 

The festival and picnic at Woodward's 
Gardens last July, was a very creditable 
gathering to the Chinese. There were 1000 to 
1100 Chinese men, women and children pre- 
sent, and not a single exceptionable thing 
took place. It was a pleasure to listen to 
their songs, and notice their enjoyment 
within the grounds. 

We need a mission house, or home, where 
the Chinese might be educated and be per- 
mitted to worship, and improve to a greater 
degree the religious privileges that are 
now offered them in the mission Sunday- 
schools. 

The work on this coast among the Chinese 
is attracting the attention of our Church at 
the East. The band of missionaries who 
passed through here, bound to China, Dr. 
A. C. Bum and party, expressed themselves 
as surprised at the missionary meeting held 
at Trinity Church, with the evidence of 
progress that was given by the scholars of 
Trinity Church and Church of the Advent, 
in the exercises of the evening. 

We have occasion to express our grati- 
tude to Divine Providence for the blessing 
of health that has been granted to both 
teachers and scholars; not a death has 
taken place. 

A mission service was opened on Sunday 
evening during the summer, at 6 to 64 P. m., 
being the only hour that was open. The 
first gathering we had thirty-two Chinamen 
present, the second eighteen, the third four, 
the fourth one, and the fifth not any, the 
difficulty being the want of some Chinese 
help in the way of instruction. 


An Address by Fong Doon. 


After the reating of the report, the school 
sang the hymn, * Jesus Loves Me,” the 
music of which had been composed and ar- 
ranged by Duck Ball. Fong Doon then de- 
livered the following address: 


My Dear TEACHERS AND FRIENDS : I have been 
requested to say a few words here this evening, in 
English. Though [ cannot speak very well, yet I 
am glad of this opportunity to tell you how won- 
deriully kind God has been to us. Our country is 
about 8000 miles distant from yours, yet he has 
brought us over here to learn to worship him. 
When we were in China we did not kuow the 
living God. We all worshiped icols. Our object 
in coming to this country was to dig gold, or to 
work in order to get some money ; but God’s plans 
were different fro ua that. He had sumething bet- 
ter than gold to show us here. 

When we first came into this country we did not 
know a word of English, and how were we to learn 
it? What could we do without it? God in his 
great goodness opened these mission schools and 
Sunday-schools through these dear Christian 
friends who love him When we first came w 
Sunday-school we did not expect to learn the doc- 
trine of Christ; we expected to learn the English 
language; little by litle our minds have been 
enlightened, so that we are pow able to read the 
Holy Bible, and we can not refuse to believe that 
Jesus is Christ the Son of God. We must believe 
in the Father, the Son, and the Holy Ghost—three 

rsons in one God—the God who created the 

eavens and the earth, 

Ob, my dear Christian friends, I hope that you 
all will take an iaterest in teaching these youny 
men—our countrymen. Thisis the mightiest and 
most glorious work the world has ever knewu. I 





know it is very hard for you to teach us. First, 
you have to begin with A, B,C; but a great deal 
easier it is than the work which the m‘ssionaries 
have todoin (hina. You spend an hour or two 
here to teach on each Sabbath, and you do 

. They teach every day during the whole 
year in China. A great many of our people in 
this country «re willing to learn; but there they 
do not care to learn, for they think they know 
enough already. 

When you have brought these young men to be- 
lieve in this gospel, and by and by they go back 
to China. they cannot refrain from preaching to 
their countrymen; there'ore, do you pot see that 
you are doing missionary work here in San Fran- 
cisco if youScannot go to China? Oh, my dear 
Christian friends please do not be afraid to work 
hard for our Master. I know we have no way to 
repay you for your Jabor; but God will give you 
your reward in heaven. Because the Bible says: 
“ Whosoever shali give to drink unto one of these 
little ones a cup of cold water, onlyin the name 
of a discip'e, verily Isay unto you he shall in 
no wise lose his reward" Oh, I hope that you who 
are teachers will continue to come and teach us 
this way of salvation. When we go up to heaven 
we will take hold of Jesus’ hand and say “ Lord, 
these are our teachers, who taught us about Thee 
on the earth?” Then how happy shall we ail 
be! Whata glorious meeting! 

And now, my friends, let me thank you for 
your kindness in teaching us, and for your inter- 
estin us, We wish that all our people in this 
country might learn what we have learned. We 
ask you to pray for tnem and for our relatives 
and friends, and indeed for all our people in 
— and we are sure that God will reward you 

‘orever. 


The Closing Exercises. 

After singing the hymn ‘Send the Tid- 
ings of Salvation,” an original hymn, 
‘Praise God,” written by Hok Kan, was 
sung by the author toa Chinese tune. The 
effect was quite striking and impressive. 
The school then arose and repeated the 
Creed and the Ten Commandments, and a 
portion of the class read verses from the 
fifth chapter of St. Matthew. A hymn, 
‘“‘The Lord Forever With us,’ was next 
sung in Chinese, and Ah Gin followed with 
an entertaining address, which he delivered 
in Chinese and repeatedin English. ‘‘ Shall 
We Meet Beyond the River?’ music by 
Why Tong, was rendered by the class, and 
then the Rt. Rev. Wm. Ingram Kip, D.D., 
«LL.D., delivered the address of the even- 
ing, in which he alluded to the great benefit 
which the Sunday-schools exercised in 
their mission of teaching the heathen the 
way to heaven, and instructing them in 
truth, industry and honesty. 








ST. JOHN’S M. E.SUNDA Y-SCHOOL 
SEPTENNIAL SERVICES. . 
A WEEK oréwo ago very delightful ser- 
vices were held in connection with the 
septennial anniversary of the founding of 
St. John’s M. E. Church and Sunday-school 
in Brooklyn. As this is a representative 
school we give in quite full outline the in- 
teresting exercises of the occasion, including 
several delightful addresses by the present 
and former pastors of the church and school. 
The services were held on Sunday morn- 
ing, March 14th. The church is located on 
Bedford Avenue. It is a beautiful structure 
and very spacious—one of the largest 
churches in this “ City of Churches.”’ By 
half-past ten the galleries, which had been 
reserved for the Sunday-school, were filled 
to the utmost, and the exercises opened 
with a voluntary, Schumann’s Traumerei, 
by the organist, Mr. Otto Fox. This was 
followed by a solo and chant by the boys’ 
choir, composed of twelve boys selected 
from the Sabbath-school; a trio, ‘ Praise 
Ye,”’ by Verdi, sung by Miss Nachtmann, 
Messrs. Taylor and Walsh: prayer by the 
pastor, the Rev. Dr. Henry W. Warren, and 
two responsive lessons and two hymns by 
the school. The sermon by the pastor to the 
children next followed, from Luke 6: 44— 
‘* Por every tree is known by his own fruit.” 
The Sermon. 


In the northern part of our State, he began, is 
a long canal, and boats are going back and forth 
upon it in summer, “arrying almost everything 
one can think of. If I should take a piece of 
wood and cut it open, I should find in it a num- 
ber of Jitrle canals. The one I hod contains a 
beautiful red sap, which bears on its currenta 
soft and delicate substance. Out of this sap are 
made the most wonderfui things. The question 
is often asked: How is it that the water running 
through these cuannels produces such different 
fruits? How is it that the results are so various? 
Noone can tell. No answer can be given but 
that it is the nature of thetrre that such should 
be the case. Now, what is nature that in the 
same soil, subject to the same influences of sun 
and n, on one piece of wo d blossoms the 
flower,on another bangs an apple? Nature is 
what hax been given to each separate plant, and 
it is difficult to change. Men do not gather figs 
of brambies. If you were to plant an acorn ia a 
vase or flower pot, the tree that should grow from 
it would be an oak, because it is 

The Only Product 
the nature of the seed would allow. Nature is 
fixed, definite and exact. It is important to know 
what the nature of anything is. for it will come 
out and develop, and we cannot make it anything 
else “* their fruits yeshall know thm.” You 
cannot from the infancy of a child what kind 
of @ natureit has The Great Husbandman (as 


He names Himself) calls the werld a vineyard, 





and the peop'e trees, filled with faults such as 
these which must be plucked ou', madness, 
drunkenness, revelry, hatred variance, st: ife, en- 
vvings and betrayals Oh. that God should sa 

we are full of such faults, that they are our legiti- 
mate fruit. But he also spake through his Spirit 
of love, joy, peace, long suffering, meekness and 
temperance, and bids us change our natures. 
This change can be brought ab ut, and in this 
way. Here is a thorn tree; no one takes care of 
it; it is not beautiful; iw nature is iatrinsicall 

bad; its fruit is wormy, seedy, miserable anc 

mean, and no one will go near it. Canit be 
cnanged? Yes. Cut it to a stump; g» into the 
garden and get a small + stick, like this, and 
put the two together. The sap of the thorn enters 
the pear slip, bat the nature of the pear isso 
strong that it cannot beso changed. and as a con- 
sequence the fruit that follows is delicate to 
smell, beautiful to look at, smooth to handle, and 
luscious to eat. So it seems that a nature that 
was 


Thoroughly Given Over to Depravity, 


may be changed to ness. So the human na- 
ture may be proo up beside the Lord s strong 
aud loving heart, an‘ be grafted into the divine 4 
nature. When put beside Omnipotence the great 
powers of our nature go out to His and are 
changed altogether. Is there a chili here that 
ever sees in his nature any of the fruits of the 
fiesh : hatred, malice, strife or envy? Is there 
any one here who thinks his nature ought to be 
changed? The tenderest branch will wither and 
die without God's aid. 


Weaker than a bruised reed, 
Help | every moment need. 


There was a friend of mine whose orchard con- 
tained a pear tree which had once been a favorite 
of his, because of the -plendid fruit it bore each 
year. But it had grown old, and he was saddened 
to see the fruit growing smatier each season, and 
tried various reme die: to rest re its early condi- 
tion, At last he hitupon an effe tual one; it was 
this: he took four or five little pear trees, which 
he planted around the roots of the old tree afier 
a year he took off the tops of the little trees and 
put them under the bark of the: ld one. The 
young sap flowed through the old branches, and 
gave them new life, with their 


Former Strength and Beauty, 


Now, children, can’t you d» something of thig 
sort? Can’t you lean your fresh and loving heads 
up against your parents and teachers, that thee 
may feel anew the blessed life and joy of youth? 

Now, with regard to the temper in which you 
should bear your trials Some are anery if they 
are teased a little They haven't the spirit of 
Christ. If they had, they would bear the same 
kind of fruit. Now, when wiil you be grafted 
into Christ? When shall his love enter your 
hearts? Pray you, don’t wait until you are 

rown, for you will look like a set of stumps in 
the Lord's beautiful garden uatil grafted over to 
him. Come unto Christ; learn to love him early, 
aud in your daily service seek to know his pres- 
ence. 


At the close of the sermon, Handel's 
‘‘Let Thine Hand Help Me” was sung by 
Miss Nachtmann, assisted by Miss Walsh 
and Messrs. Taylor and Walsh. 

_ The service was brought to a close by the 
old hymn, “ Coronation.,’’ 
Afternoon Services. 

The afternoon services were held at three 
o’clock. The Sunday-school occupied the 
body of the church, the gallery being re- 
served for pew holders and members of the 
society. Promptly, on the hour, the school 
was in place, and the exercises opened with 
a chant by the boy-choir, followed by the 
chorus, ‘‘ This Temple, Lord, our Sabbath 
Home.” Mrs. Josie Johnson next sang 
Millard’s ‘‘ Hear us, O Father,’’ with beau- 
tiful effect. After a prayer by the Rev. Dr. 
William H. Du Puy, and a chant and 
chorus by the school, the Rev. A. 8. Hunt 
was introduced, and spoke as follows : 

The Rev. A. S. Hunt’s Address. 


Iam not quite sure, he said, but I am in alto- 
gether a wrong place thia afternoon. One brother 
seriously inquired of me the line of thought in 
which I shonid address you, and I, as seriously 
answered, * In no line at all.’’ I expected to come 
here to look on o!d and new faces, exchange con- 
gratulations. and speak. perhaps. of a few remi- 
niscences. I did not — to address you, but 
merely to give you the outpourings of a loyal, 
loving heart. You call this your Septennial. by 
peg 9 po mean. I suppose, the seventh anniver- 
sary of your coming to this church. Thisisa 
double anniversary to me. For if = go back 
seven years from that time you will hit upon the 
day on which I first looked up n the familiar, 

recious faces of this Sabbath-school. I see smi- 

ing faces in this company to-day who remember 
with me the yearsinthe old church How won- 
derfully crowded we were at thattime. We had 
many faithful teachers engaged in the cause of 
the Master, a steacfast and good band. This 
reminiscence brings to my mind another thing. 
When a pastor is settled over a society during a 
change of location of the church, and a conse- 
quent change of society, to which church does 
he belong? I belong to both. I was one year on 
the other side of the middie line, and one 
year on this side of the middle line. i belong to 
both companies and havea heart that reaches 
over that line. The spirit that moved on those of 
that time has not died out. It becomes us to look 
lovingly upon thgse who earnestly struegied in 
the early history of this church to give the Sun- 
day-school a foundation never to be moved. We 
may expect the most 


Beautiful Specimens of Early Piety 


from those trained in the Sunday-school. Such 
give the best fruitage in maturity. 
I must not tarry long, but I have one or two 
reminiscences I wish to relate. I shall never for- 
et the day when I said to a Christian woman be- 
Doane to this church, “ It seems to me it is your 
duty to havea children’s class after the church 
day service.” My suggestion was acted upon, and 
since then not only she but others bave thanked 
me for that Sunday afternoon chat. Shortly after- 
ward I thought I would give the children a da 
for calling on me in case any of them shoul 
wish to do so, and made the Stiecing announce- 
ment from the pulpit: “I shall be in my study 
Friday afternoon and will be glad to receive a 
call from apy child that wants.w see me alone.” 
On the day I hadset it was very stormy ; it rained, 
was muddy and disagreeable in every bes, ° 80 
that the avenues were well nigh deserted. | had 





forgotten all about the appointment, it was so 
utterly unfit for any one to come out, But soon 
the bell rung anda little girl was ushered into 
my study, who said she wanted “to talk about 
her soul.” ‘‘ What do you want me especially to 
pray for?” Lasked, The reply was, “ Pray for my 
teacher that she may learn the love of Jesus.” 
She thought that if her teacher would believe, 
all would be well. There isa 


Deep Meaning 


coming froma child’s lips, saying, “I want a 

raying teacher.” I also remember that while at 
Waterbury with Brother Foss, one early spring. 
we went walking with Brother Bushnell to a hill 
near by, where he founda trailing arbutus just 
peeping out of the snow, which he plucked, and 
asked us if we didn’t get the fragrance of it. 
Sure enough, we did, though it was covered with 
snow and ice. Now what would have been the 

ropriety of my saying, “ You are too early; this 
s no time for you to be fragrant, you must wait ;” 
and then [ could bave crushed the poor flower 
under the snow. [can never separate in m 
mind the child in my stuy and that litt e trail- 
ing arbutus. How easy it would have been for 
me to putacake of ice between that child and 
me, that might have crushed it. The fragrance 
of these young hearts is filling many homes. 
The way t» raise upachurch to be strong is to 
take care of the children, and let them bloom for 
Jesus—in March, if they will. 

The chorus, “ Be Joyful,” was next sung, after 
which 

The Rev. Dr. Cyrus D. Foss 


spoke substantially as follows: 

I call to mind a time, many years ago, when 
two young women were anx ous for a Sabbath- 
school, and they were told that the project must 
have originated wi.h the devil. | put over against 
that the sight here to day. lLremember when the 
project for this Sabbath-school started It was 
then said, We must get a lot large enough to build 
a great chapel tor the Sabbath--chool. We rejuice 
that the number of skeptics on children’s couver- 
sion is less than when Brother Hu tand I had 
fewer gray hvirs than we now have. I haven't for- 
gotten one winter when there were many con- 
verts—a mason, an honest, upright man. said one 
evening, “ Brethren, some of you may wonder 
how I came to be converted. If you knew of the 
two little angels in my house you wouldn't won- 
der any longer” Those two angels were little 
boys. tt is not only desirable to convert little 
children, but we must also bring them into the 
church. I remember when a girl of thirteen was 
converted, her mother said, “It won't be for 
long.” Another mother said, “ Don’t think of 
joining the church until you've waited two or 
three months. to see whether you are going to 
hold out” If the world is to be saved at ail, it is 
goiug to be saved by saving the children. They 
are gathered in, year by year, and not only stay 
in the Sunday-school, but come into the flock, 
When Jesus wanted to 


Teach the World what Faith was, 


he set up » little child. not a gray-haired rabbi. 
At a recent preacher's meeting in New York the 
query was started as to the ages at which the dif- 
jerent ministers present were converted. It was 
ascertained upon inquiry that of those present 
twenty were converted under fourteen years of 
age; twenty-two under eighteen; twenty-two 
under twenty; thirteen under twenty-one, and 
four over twenty-one. An eminent mini-<ter once 
said, “I wouldn't give a snap for a missionary 
converted when over twenty-one years of age.’ 
In order to be best versed in this war there must 
be early preparation for the conflict. If there are 
any unconverted parents here, let them think it 
is their duty to see to the moral educatiun of their 
children. Sad is the condition of those children 
who learn the world’s lesson all the week, and 
whose parents, by example, are resisting the work 
of the Sunday-school. 


During the collection which followed, 
Mr. Carl Sohst, cornet soloist, who also as- 
sisted in the choruses throughout the day, 
played ‘Sweet Spirit, Hear My Prayer,” 
and Mrs. Josie Johnson sang “ Day of Rest’’ 
by Adam. 

The superintendent, Mr. Joseph F. Knapp, 
who was conducting the afternoon exercises, 
here announced that he had received a tele- 
gram from the Rev. Dr. Chapman, who 
had been annouced to speak, stating that 
duties at his own church would prevent his 
participating in the exercises, as he had 
wished and intended. 

Bishop Andrews, 


was then introduced and said: After what ha« 
been spoken I bard!y know what to add, But I 
will say that the chief work of the Christian 
Church, as a church, isin this field. The gospel 
of Christ is not for the instruction of adults 
chiefly, but of that growing class of the commu- 
nitv, the enijdren. They may be brought into 
the church. I have no regard for the saying that 
Sunday-school is an adjunct to the church. On 
the contrary. I think thatall, men, women and the 
Sunday-schoo! children are doing the wor of the 
ehurch, Love your Sunday-school, love it heart- 
ily ; let your gospel be practised faithfuily and 
preached powerfully to all sinners. Your future 
and your permanent usefulness depend on your 
taxing the children to heart. Exercise your faith. 
Catholicism is 
Showing its Faith 


by its works; their great edifices sre erected with 
the firm conviction in the minds of the leaders that 
the education of children is necessary 10 the per- 
petuity of the church: trusting that as men and 
women they will develop all the fervor t push 
this work forward. The time wili come when 
people wil! net go to chureb werely t bear fine 
sermons, when &@ man wili not merely button his 
coat twice a day aad go through a chureh per- 
formance. itis the duty of the church to help 
God, Christ and humanity by giving some par 
of the day to the education of the children. 

The speaker then gave a very glowing acconnt 
of his prairie home and conciuded as follows: [ 
was telling some one to-day, when I heard your 
beautiful organ, that I knew of but ove church 
in lowa that has a large organ: but we have one 
thing you have. the biessed Bible, and we can 
benefit by its lessons equaliy with you. Finally, 
I would express the hope that your officers and 
teachers may be thoroughly filled with the spirit 
of their vocation,and the blessing of God be with 
you. At the conclusion of these remarks the full 
chorus, “Shout for Joy,” was given, concluding 
the afternoon exercises. 


Evening Services. 
In the evening the church was crowded, 


and the services varied and interesting. 
The musical exercises were conducted by 
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Mr. Otto Fox, organist, who played as the 
opening voluntary the overture to ‘‘ Wil- 
liam Tel).’’ The singing was also supported 
by Mr. Carl Sohst, cornet soloist, who 
played as an offertory “ Flee as a Bird to 
your Mountains.’’ The boy choir, selected 
from members of. the Sunday-school, was 
remarkably good, and Miss Nachtmann did 
well in her solo, ‘‘ Hear our Prayer.”’ After 
prayer by Dr. Warren, Mr. Knapp, Superin- 
tendent of the Sunday-school, introduced 
Mr. Benj. D. L. Southerland, a former con- 
nection of theschool. He described his expe- 
rience in various schools, and deplored the 
parsimony frequently shown by churches 
toward the schools. A school numbering 
1000 should receive $1000 a month for its 
support from the church, It is a mistake 
to suppose that the superintendent can run 
the school alone and pay its expenses him- 
self. H, W. Arnoux, Esq., whe nextspoke, 
thought there was cause for congratulation 
in the success of St. John’s Sunday-school. 
Among the works of the ancients we fre- 
quently come across the representation of a 
person lighting a lamp by another. This 
symbolizes the communication of knowl- 
edge; but how much greater would be the 
coramunication of morality. Spread abroad 
(Giod’s grace, engage in earnest prayer, and 
in return you will receive a blessing 

General Clinton B. Fiske, who contributed 
largely in building a new church and Sun- 
day-sechool for St. John’s Society, touched 
on chronic speakers, and described his early 
experiences and the debt he owned to the 
Sunday-school. 

Hon. Stewart L. Woodford gave a care- 
fully delivered address, urging the necessity 
of earnest work for the Sunday-school and 
breaking down narrow bounds of sectarian- 
ism. He was succeeded by Dr. Warren, 
who made a few remarks, and the services 
concluded with the Doxology. 
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{Reported in outline for The Sunday-School Times 
by Charles Hopkins. } 





THE USE OF THE BLACKBOARD. 


| EV. A. D. VAIL, of the Committee of 
Arrangements, conducted the opening 
exercises by announcing the hymn, “ Nearer, 
my God, to Thee,” and reading the chapter 
containing the lesson for next Sabbath ; 
after which he said he took pleasure in in- 
troducing a speaker on a subject out of the 
line of our usual lessons, but still very in- 
teresting and very practical. Mr. Frank 
Beard, the well-known artist, was the teacher 
of the lesson. Mr. Beard is well known to 
the readers of The Times and Sunday-school 
people as the author of the “ Leaf Cluster,” 
illustrating the International Lessons, pub- 
lished by Nelson & Phillips, New York. 
Mr. Beard said, in commencing: Friends 
and fellow-workers, my work is a very pe- 
culiar one, and from its very nature open to 
criticism and discussion. I do not propose 
to occupy the whole field, only to suggest to 
teachers new lines of thought. I will try to 
be practical. I can only draw on my board 
and explain. When the government wants 
to buy a new piece of ordnance, it wastes a 
great deal of powder. So it is often with 
us in our Sunday-school work. It !s easy 
to say what not to do, but not so easy to tell 
what to do. One writer in The Sunday- 
School Times has lately suggested that a 
coating of grease on the blackboard would 
relieve the Sunday-school of a great annoy- 
ance by rendering it impossibie to use the 
board. Some have said that too much 
attention paid to embellishment of the les- 
son on the blackboard would take away 
from the thought of the lesson. On the 
same principle a Bible badly printed would 
be better than one nicely and beautifully 
printed. The parables of our Lord are like 
paintings, with which he aims to hold the 
attention to the truth. Do not give a false 
impression. Enter into the experience of 
the child, How did you feel when a sinner ? 
You first felt the pardon of God. When I 
stood on the threshold of the kingdom my 
soul trembled, fearing the joy I then felt 
might leave me. The parable of the Sower 
impressed me, I prayed that my heart 
might be kept. I had a consciousness that 
I was kept by an Almighty power, and 
found the seed taking root in my heart. 
We cannot always tell when the seed is 
taking root in the heart, (It might be 
stated here that Mr, Beard was converted 
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THE SUNDAY-SCHOOL TIMES. 


two and a half years ago in this manner: 
Coming accidentally into a Sunday-school 
room in New York and writing Bible texts 
on the blackboard for his own amusement, 
he being an artist, got interested in Bible 
truth by studying the texts he had thus 
written on the board, and was through them 
led to Christ. Thus was the blackboard 
made to him 

The Instroment of Saving His Soul! 


No wonder he is enthusiastic in favor of 
the use of it. He might well be called the 
“ Apostle of the Blackboard.” He has con- 
secrated his artistic talent, since his con- 
version, to the canse of Christ, as will be 
seen by the “ Leaf Cluster,” of which he is 
the author, which is so widely used through- 
out the United States in our Sunday-schools. ) 

A certain seed is planted, and first sends 
up a little shoot, little leaves, folded together 
like the hand, and they expand and take in 
the invigorating agencies from the atmos- 
phere. Then it begins to take root in the 
ground. As the plant is invigorated, so 
the heart of the child is invigorated by the 
warmth of love and light of knowledge. 
(Mr. Beard then proceeded to draw on the 
blackboard before the audience a very sim- 
ple outline of the seed expanding and throw- 
ing up leaves and shooting down roots into 
the earth.) Any teacher can use this method. 
Some can excel by the different talents which 
they possess. I cannot give you in a single 
lecture an exposition of the rules and prin- 
ciples of drawing, but I can give you some 
helps. 

We Use the Heart a Great Deal 


in Sunday-school work. In drawing the 
Sutline of a heart on the blackboard we 
make one side very easily, but cannot get 
the other side so well. A good way is to 
make a skeleton by drawing a cross first, 
and then two perpendicular parallel lines 
each side at the proper distance to meet the 
edges of the widest part of the heart. On 
this skeleton it is very easy to build the 
figure, making the largest sweep of the 
curve to come in contact with the longitudi- 
nal line. White chalk should be generally 
used, as it is most easily seen at a long dis- 
tance. Nearly all the curved letters can be 
used by making two curves, one above the 
other, opening inward toward each other, 
thus: <—. 8, C, G, O, Q, ete., including all 
letters that are made by curves. This prin- 
ciple of a skeleton to build on may be used 
in very many ways. By comparison or 
analogy is the best way to illustrate. 

Abstract Ideas Must be Illustrated. 


The heart of ourlesson drawn on the board 
suggests the thought of natural perversity. 
We are never in our right minds till we turn 
to Christ for life. Your little Nicodemuses 
before you in your class will be vastly more 
interested in throwing projectiles at the class 
opposite than in your teaching abstract 
truths, But if you get their attention by 
drawing on the blackboard they will watch 
your work with interest. The natural rela- 
tion of God to man. How shall we repre- 
sent the Deity? By Christ. What symbol? 
Not a portrait of Christ, as that is generally 
badly made; bunt the “Sun of Righteous- 
ness,” “‘ The Morning Star,” “The Light of 
the World.” All this can be expressed by 
an illuminated cross. 

A man; or child, before he has turned to 
Christ is the reverse from right. Job, Ist 
chapter. “There was a man in the land of 
Uz, whose name was Job; and. that man 
was perfect and upright, and one that feared 
God, and eschewed evil.” “ Lord, who 
shall abide in thy tabernacle? He that is 
upright.” “The way of the wicked he 
turneth upside down.” The wicked man 
has his back to the light. He only sees 
before him his own shadow, He sees him- 
self all the time. 

He is Entirely Selfish. 


How shall he be saved? There is a way. 
We are told to turn to the Lord. After he 
has turned his path is no longer in the 
darkness. His face is toward the light. 
(Mr. Beard here drew on the blackboard the 
figure of a man, head downwards, with his 
back toward the light.) When he turns 
around, with his face toward the light, and 
goes upward in a circle he finally reaches 
the cross and stands upright before it in the 
full light of it, 

It is well if we can succeed in giving 
children some surprises in illustrating the 
lesson. We have planted the seed. If we 
can work in the type and the anti-type to- 
gether we have done a great deal. The ark, 
drawn on the board, is a type. Tell the 
children the story of Noah ; his faith, cour- 
age, heroism, obedience. How he believed 
in God's promises. The flood came on the 
wicked people and they perished struggling 
in the water. So we are all struggling in 
the waves of sin. (An ark is drawn on the 
blackboard. The word SIN is written in 
green wavy shades in front and around the 
ark.) When night comes we think of a 
great many things we have done wrong. 





We need the ark for refuge. (Then by 
rubbing out the shading on the ark, the 
heavy lines leave the word CHRIST dis- 
ioe Camm beautifully spelled out on the 
ard, 
Our Ark of Refage is Christ, 

It is a beautifal surprise to the children. 
The type and the ante-type are both worked 
in together with the same drawing. I be- 
lieve in the types and ante-types of the 
Bible. Every lesson that we have has a 
soul as well as a body. The body is histori- 
cal or geographical. The soul is that within 
that speaks to our hearts. If we are ever 
at a loss for types, the fields and the flowers, 
the moon and the sun and the stars, every- 
thing in nature, is brought in the Bible to 
give force to the Word. To the soul sanc- 
tified by God’s Spirit everything has a 
tongue. The rustling leaves above us, the 
murmuring waters and the springtime 
and the sun and the stars all tell of his mercy 
and love. “The heavens declare the glory 
of God, and the firmament showeth his 
handiwork.” 

The best lesson I ever taught was from a 
garden with trees and flowers and fountains. 
Draw attention to the subject by telling the 
story of the Garden of Eden. Adam was 
put there to watch and take care of it. How 
blessed to walk in the garden and talk with 
his Creator. What trees were there? The 
trees of life and of knowledge. How beau- 
tiful and good everything till the serpent 
came. We all have a garden to keep within 
us, 

The Garden of the Heart. 


But the weeds of selfishness and bad habits 
grow there. What tree should we plant in 
the centre of our “garden of the heart” to 
give us eternal life? (A cross is now drawn 
on the board in the centre of a flower gar- 
den, which had already been drawn on the 
board with colored crayons.) 

The Heart is Everything in Religion. 


If the heart is not right its possessor is not 
right. Religion is a mere, cold formalism, 
the professor going through the forms of 
worship. Ezekiel says these men have put 
up idols before their hearts. Did you ever 
notice how ugly the shape and appearance 
of the idols of the heathen are? Not that 
they think they are ugly, but they are 
simply what the idolators have conceived 
in their own hearts that they wish to wor- 
ship! If some of our idols were to take in 
shape a corresponding outward form, would 
there be a great deal of improvement on the 
heathen? In a self-indulged person what 
is the idol? (A heart is here a on the 
blackboard, and a swine’s htad drawn in- 
side of the heart.) “They that make them 
are like unto them. So is every one that 
trusteth in them.” 

There are a great many satellites or lesser 
idols. A great favorite, established in some of 
our most orthodox families. (Here a tobacco 
pipe is drawn on the board inside the heart.) 
Another idol. (A wine flask is drawn on 
the board inside the heart). It is a most 
impressive thought that the more we open 
our hearts to God’s grace, the more we grow 
into the stature of our Lord. So the cross 
erected in the garden of our heart will draw 
away our heart from idols into the worship 
of the living God. 

The color of the chalk itself has a signi- 
ficance. A blind man could imagine noth- 
ing else except sound to correspond to, or 
describe, color to him. 

The Cessation of Sound is Analogous 

to Color. 

The trumpet sounds like red to a blind man. 
The rainbow has seven distinct colors, the 
modification of three primitive colors, blue, 
red and yellow. (Each color was drawn on 
the board with colored chalk.) Each of 
these colors corresponds to a great principle. 
Blue, the most transparent color, gives the 
impression of purity. Red is an exciting, 
warm color. It corresponds to love. Yel- 
low is the most powerful color. It cor- 
responds to power. These colors are dis- 
integrated rays of light. Light itself is white. 
White is perfection. God is perfection. (A 
srism is drawn on the board). The prism 
is the revelation of God. It separates the 
white ~_— into the three primitive colors, 
blue, red and yellow, representing purity, 
love and power. These correspond to the 
attributes of Deity: Father, Son and Holy 
Ghost. (A prism is here drawn on the 
blackboard and out of the prism the three 
colors in three distinct rays areshining.) Is 
not God’s name written tu us in the heavens? 
Hope, love and power in the rainbow ? 
When your children look on the rainbow 
won’t they remember these thoughts you 
have thus illustrated ? 


Embellishing Letters. 

Use white chalk on the blackboard and 
shade the edges. The light must always 
throw the shadow in the same direction. 1 
would never advise to use blue. It does not 
show well and distinctly. A box of colored 
crayons will last a common teacher six 
years and costs $1.50. They can be obtained 
at any of the great paint stores. Silicate 
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square crayons are good to make block let- 
ters. In emphasizing a word put it in a 
bright color or yellow. I purchased bright 
dried paints at the paint stores for bright 
pes § cu and they were excellent. Orange 
and blue look well together anywhere except 
on the blackboard. White looks well shaded 
with every color. Study the best effect on 
the blackboard. 
‘*¢ Looking Unto Christ’’ 

can be illustrated by drawing across. On 
the right-hand side a light, casting a shadow 
on the left-hand side. I want to show the 
children how they are in darkness, the con- 
dition of one who feels the weight of sin; 
he cannot lift up his head. (I draw on the 
board a man kneeling, with his head down, 
on the dark side of the cross.) Just as the 
cross appeared to the disciples, or to Jesus 
in Gethsemane. That is the way it looks to 
a person convicted of sin. He cannot un- 
derstand how God can have such a way as 
the cross. Then I wanted to show how to 
look up. (I drew a figure of a man looking 
up toward the cross, full of joy.) It was 
the cross of the risen Saviour now. Glory 
and brightness surround it now. 

I wish to disabuse the minds of any who 
think I magnify the importance of the black- 
board, It is important in so far as it helps 
to elucidate the truth. Sunday-school teach- 
ers write about the abuse of the blackboard. 
Now, I have one word to say about that. 
The Worst Abuse the Blackboard can 

have is Neglect. 

I would rather see some one cover it all 
over with illustrations than leave it idle. If 
I could show a cross, a real thing, I would 
not use the blackboard. Try to draw at 
home on paper, and you will get so used to 
it that you cannot get up to speak in a 
prayer-meeting without making the motions 
of drawing illustrations with your fingers. 
The Sunday-school is an hour-glass, where 
the concentrated rays of light and knowledge 
are focalized and brought to bear on the 
heart of the child to kindle the flame of love 
to God. As it accomplishes this, it is valu- 
able. The blackboard should be consecrated 
by us and sanctified by God. 


Revival Work. 


[We shall welcome correspondence and items 
for this Department from every part of the field, 
which is the world.] 


SPECIAL Y.M.C. A. WORK IN THE 
SOUTH. 








EVERAL weeks since the International 

Executive Committee of the Young 
Men’s Christian Association were so fortu- 
nate as to secure the services of Rev. Geo. 
A. Hall and Thomas K. Cree, Exq., of 
Washington, to make a journey of a few 
weeks among the young men of the South, 
for the purpose of special religious services. 
The following extract from the Charleston 
(S. C.) Chronicle, as also a privat2 letter just 
received by L. P. Rowland, of the Phila- 
delphia Association, will be read with in- 
terest : 

“ Among the arrivals at the Charleston 
Hotel, yesterday, was Rev. George A. Hal! 
and Mr. Thomas K. Cree, of Washington, 
D.C. These gentlemen are now visiting 
the prominent cities in the South in the 
interest of the Christian Association work. 
They lay great stress upon organized 
effort to reach and benefit the young 
men of our cities, and do not favor 
general mission and church work as the 
field of operation for their organizations. 
It is a fact, evident to all Christian people, 
that there is a large class of young men in 
this and every other large city, whom the 
churches do not reach, and the effort of 
these gentlemen is to get some organized 
effort which by religious and moral means 
shall endeavor to benefit them and bring 
them into the churches. Messrs. Hall and 


Cree have just completed a tour of the prin- 
cipal cities in the State of Georgia, having 
visited Augusta, Savannah, Columbus, Ma- 
con, Atlanta and other points, and have 
awakened much interest in the special 
work in which they are interested. We 
see by the Augusta papers that the meetings 
inaugurated by these gentlemen some weeks 
ago are still in progress, hundreds have been 
converted, all classes of the community have 
been aroused, many have been added to the 
churches, and the work of the Christian As- 
sociation of that city has received the marked 
approbation and approval of the ministers, 
the churches and the community at large. 
In Savannah a series of meetings, begun by 
Messrs. Hall and Cree, had continued for 


eons inate 
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weeks; many had been brought into the 
churches, and Christians have been in- 
cited to new effort in working for Christ. 
A like result has attended similar meetings 
organized in other cities. 

The private letter referred to, says: “God 
has wonderfully blessed us, prayer has been 
answered, and the work goes on. In Au- 
gusta the Spirit of God has rested upon 
them for weeks. We spent two days with 
them this week, after an absence of three or 
four weeks, and we found the same spirit 
and the same work going on. We were 
permitted to see many give themselves 
to the Saviour in the two days we were 
there. Ministers were there from distant 
parts of the State to catch the fire. 

An old gentleman brought his grand- 
daughter a hundred and fifty miles that she 
might be brought to the Saviour in the 
Augusta meetings. We have reason to 
hope she found Christ within twenty-four 
hours of her arrival. I think hundreds 
have been converted, and yet the work 
seems to be but begun. 

The news from Savannah is cheering. 
Many have been converted,two daily meetings 
are held, and the daily papers say that the 
Lenten Services are unusually interesting 
and large; numbers unaccustomed to attend 
church go daily. God has blessed us. Ask 
prayers for us. Monday at Charlotte, North 
Carolina, from there we go to Columbus, 
where the Spirit of God was wonderfully 
present when we left two days ago. 





IN ILLINOIS. 





MVHE revival spirit has been felt in many 
places through our State. At Galesburg, 
where Brother Hammond has been holding 
meetings, scores have found the Saviour. 
Brother Brown, a distinguished evangelist, 
has been very successful. Brother Earle is 
to visit Chicago soon. Brothers Whittle and 
Bliss are busy, with* many others. Pastors 
here and there, with their superintendents 
and Sunday-school teachers, aredoing a noble 
work, One pastor near Quincy, Ils., lately 
welcomed forty-one into the church ; others 
are coming. The outlook is somewhat en- 
couraging, and we may hope to see in our sta- 
tistical record this year more as the result of 
the year’s work added to the Church than 
last year. Our friend Porter, State and In- 
ternational Statistical Secretary, reported 
13,000 as uniting with the Church from the 
Sunday-schools in Lilinois for 1874. As we 
hear the good news from one and another 
throughout the States of victories won, we 
may well take courage, buckle on the armor, 
and take hold of Jesus with a firmer faith. 
We can play and work together for the glory 
of the Master—the winning of souls. L. 





PASSING THROUGH LIVERPOOL. 





LADY .correspondent of “ The Times of 

Blessing” gives this graphic picture of 
her visit to Liverpool while Messrs. Moody 
and Sankey were laboring there : 

You see where we are! It is delightful 
to be near the work at its height again. 
Thousands were at the noon meeting before 
the hour. If the hall holds 9000, I should 
think there would be 4000 or 5000 present. 
Victoria Hall is the name given to the 
wooden structure built for Mr. Moody’s meet- 
ings. It is most successful for hearing, and for 
speedy entrance and exit of a crowd. It 
has twenty doors, and can be emptied of the 
crowds in six or seven minutes in case of 
need, 

It isas ugly at first sight as can well be, but 
grand in the thought that it was built at. great 
cost for temporary use only, and for the 
preaching of the gospel. But at night, seen 
from the raised back seat of the platform, it 
looked beautiful and grand ; crowded—liter- 
ally packed in every corner; earnest listening 
faces, and perfect decorum and order. Then 
there must have been the ten thousand that 
On the red cloth 
covering of the front of the galleries are the 
texts, in very large white letters: “ Be ye 
reconciled to God;” “Ye must be born 
again ;” “ Believe on the Lord Jesus Christ.” 
Above the platform is, “God is love.” 

There is always something interesting oc- 
curring at these meetings. The one who sat 
beside me at the noon meeting had come 
from the south of Scotland, to take this last 
opportunity of hearing these servants of God. 
‘Then a Scotch girl, telling me that she had 
got the blessing here, rejoiced my heart. 
Friends whom I had not seen for years ap- 


can get standing room. 





peared around me. Mr. Moody’s words 
and style came fresh as ever while he spoke 
of Naaman’s unwillingness and objections to 
wash seven times in the insignificant Jordan, 
and how, when he did obey God in the mat- 
ter, his flesh became as a little child’s, and 
he knew there was no God but in Israel. 

Mr. Sankey gave a touching reminiscence 
of his first Jays in England—how about 
nineteen months ago they had landed at 
Liverpool, passed on to York, had their first 
prayer-meeting with four at it, next day 
five, and a few more the next. As I looked 
round at that great company now gathered, 
what thought could I have but, What hath 
God wrought? Yet some deep hostility is 
at work here. I know you always believe 
this to be the best sign of the strength of the 
work ; and how could Satan be silent or at 
peace when so large a prey is being wrested 
f:om him? 

Yesterday a very interesting thing oc- 
curred while we were waiting for the hour 
of noon. After a few hymns had been sung, 
a man spoke—I suppose in Welsh; for im- 
mediately there was struck up a wild, plain- 
tive, minor air, in an unknown tongue to us, 
and was at once joined by so many voices 
that it made a much greater volume of sound 
than the hymn-singing before. It touched 
the Celtic in us, and made us ashamed we 
did not know the language. There area 
great many people from Wales, especially 
ministers, in Liverpool for this occasion, 
and we know they will not go back to their 
mountain homes without the blessing God 
gives in these assemblies of his saints. 

The work in the inquiry-room is as in 
other places, and one anew thanks the Master 
for the blessed privilege of being allowed to 
gather in a sheep ortwo. Sweet and joyous 
work it is! 





A WORK OF GRACE IN DELHI, N.Y. 





\ E have had a glorious revival of reli- 
gion in this place, and, as we trust, 
many have been converted. It commenced 
the week following the Week of Prayer, in 
the Second Presbyterian Church. Mr. Par- 
ker, the evangelist, with a lay assistant, la- 
bored three weeks, preaching both afternoon 
and evening of each day. On the last even- 
ing he was with us he preached to the 
young converts. After inviting them to sit 
in the body pews of the church, about 175 
came forward and eccupied those seats, 
Among them were many heads of families, 
some of whom were merchants, lawyers and 
physicians. Quite a number of the converts 
were from the Sabbath-school. It was a 
most wonderful work of God’s grace. There 
was no noise or undue excitement, but a 
quiet work. It se:ms to have pervaded the 
whole community. Several have indulged 
a hope in Christ since Mr. Parker left. 
Delhi has never before known such a revi- 
val. Before, it seemed as though the people 
were given over to blindness of mind and 
hardness of heart. But God has shown us 
that no hearts are so hard that his Spirit 
cannot soften them. S. H. W. 





BUSINESS MEN AND CHRISTIAN 
WORKERS. 


- ET me give the readers of 7he Journal 
fair warning that this letter, like cer- 
tain papers, will have two departments, 
secular and religious. Yet, if your busi- 
ness readers should drift from one into the 
other, let them wade boldly on, and so they 
may catch clearer vision of the true mis- 
sion of life. Some forty years ago a young 
firm entered upon the business of raising 
and buying hemp. Although shrewd 
Yankees, they couldn’t “kalk’late” on 
the weight of the bulky article near 
enough to satisfy buyer orseller. “ Plat- 
form scales” was an unknown term, and 
not to be procured, hence the fertile brain 
of one of the partners was called into ac- 
tion, and a rude balance was built for 
their own use. This, coupled with a 
business disappointment about that time, 
was the beginning of a trade which has 


its representatives wherever commerce 
reigns, 

The fame of that humble firm has be- 
come world-wide. One of its members, 
Thaddeus Fairbanks, has received the 
order of Knighthood from Francis Jo- 
seph, the only American that ever re- 
ceived it. But such royal honors fade in 
comparison with the honor he and his 
associates receive from his own towns- 








men. The town of St. Johnsbury isa gem 
set in the mountains of Vermont, to tell 
through coming years of a single firm 
who have moulded and fashioned it into 
its present comeliness. It is a memorial 
stone, set up to tell to every business 
man the story that strict religious integ- 
rity, united with a broad, generous 
beneficence will find a rich reward. The 
Athenwsum, with its 10,000 volumes, its 
dainty reading-room, stocked with the 
freshest periodical literature; its art gal- 
lery, with Bierstadt’s wonderful painting, 
“The Yo Semite,” is the gift of Horace 
Fairbanks to the town, and who supple- 
ments the gift with supporting it from 
his private funds. St. Johnsbury Academy 
is a donation also of the firm, and its 250 
students appreciate its rich advantages. 
The firm has been wonderfully success- 
ful, and the world is richer for their 
lives.. They move among their employés 
as a friend and equal. They encourage 
and aid in the building of pretty cot- 
tages, and seek to develop the true man- 
hood of their workmen. They employ at 
home some 500 men and half as many 
more outside. To-day they are sending 
out their goods to Java, and a fifty-ton 
railroad track scale at Valparaiso, Chili, 
graduated to kilogrammes and Spanish 
pounds. 

So perfectly adjusted are their scales 
that the addition of a pail of water upon 
a canal boat of three hundred tons caused 
it to move and vibrate on the instant. 
The prices range from the delicate post- 
office scales, costing two dollars and a 
half, to ponderous affairs that will cost 
ten thousand dollars or so. Sir Thaddeus 
is the only surviving member of the 
original firm, who, now nearly fourscore, 
is just securing a new patent on a recent 
invention. We found him ready to talk 
business, but more ready to speak of the 
mighty love of One whom he has served 
all along the years with knightly devo- 


tion. The late Governor was a man of 


unbending integrity, to whom duty was 
ever a watchword, On a certain election 
day he asked of a workman if he had 
voted. ‘ No, I have not,” was the reply. 
“But you should go to the polls.” “I 
cannot,” “And why?” asked the Go- 
vernor. “ Because I am not of your party 
and cannot vote for you, and certainly I 
would not yote against you.” “ Ah,” 
said his employer, ‘that makes no dif- 
ference—it is every man’s duty to vote, 
and I want you to discharge that duty, 
even if it involves a step against me.” 
The sons of the original firm are worthy 
of bearing the name so widely honored. 
Among the first and foremost in Church, 
Sabbath-school and religious enterprises, 
they are now rejvicing in the answers to 
theic earnest prayers tor the spiritual up- 
lifting of their town. For three weeks a 
deep, quiet, religious interest has existed 
there, reaching strong business men with 
its blessed influence. Col. Franklin Fair- 
banks is a member of the State Executive 
Committee of the Young Men’s Christian 
Association, and at his invitation, Messrs. 
Moore, of Boston (firm of Moore, Smith 
& Co.),and Remington, of Fall River, the 
Moody & Sankey, or Sankey & Moody of 
Massachusetts, spent two or three days 
there some weeks ago. Their helpful aid 
was so highly appreciated by the pastors 
of the town that by special request they 
went again last Saturday (Feb. 28), with 
two associates, remaining three days. 
The whole atmosphere of the town 
seemed. permeated with the Spirit of God. 
The Scale Works were closed on Tues- 
day last, and by invitation of the Messrs. 
Fairbanks a meeting was held in the 
factory, over 500 being present. Churches 
were crowded, even when a severe storm 
raged outside; aud the good work goes 
on. The great secret of this divine bless- 
ing from a human standpoint is the 
volume of prayer offered up and the 
hearty, sympathetic union of the pastors, 
a band of noble*men, with the laymen. 
Denominational ties, religious shibboleth 
are unknown, and the sweet, loving spirit 
existing among ail sects is as delightful 
as itis rare. We have thus told a story 
which indicates to us that religion and 
business may be so united as to be re- 
warded'in this life, as well asin the life 
to come. A skillful inventor recently 
died in exile and in poverty, saying: 
“One hundred thousand dollars spent 
for rum, and only rheumatism to show 
for it.”  Whata contrast between such a 
life and the life of the waiting patriarch 
and his comrades, whose names are held 
in loving reverence by thousands all over 
the land? S. E. B. 
P.S. A letter from a business man, 
just received, from which we extract: 





“The church on Tuesday was so packed 
that we were compelled to ask old church 
members to leave the house, to make 
room for scoffers and unbelievers, who 
were in the outer room, seeking to come 
in’”’—strong, stalwart business men, under 
no pressure save that of the Spirit of God, 
asking the question of the ages—‘* What 
shall I do to be saved?”—T7he Boston 
Journal. 





THE 


(CASH IN ADVANCE.) 





Single Copy, (one year), 82.00 
Pastors ¢¢ “ 1.50 
Superintendents, ‘+ 1.50 
CLUB RATES: 
Ten Copies, 6 17.50 
Twenty ‘* és 30.00 
Thirty “ss ee 37.50 
Fifty ss “s 50.00 





Tue sudden and entirely unlooked-for 
change in the postal rates, by Congress, 
makes it necessary for us to change our 
terms for the “ Patent File and Binder” for 
The Times. We have heretofore advertised 
it for the prices named, free of postage. We 
shall now be obliged to add the difference of 
postage, making the prices from April | a 
follows : 

:Plain paper boards....................-8L18 
Plain muslin COVED... 1.44 
Exira muslin cover, with calf 

back and tips, and beautifully 
embossed sides............0+6 eens 1.70 

At these prices “ The Binder” is still much 
cheaper than anything of the kind that can 
be obtained at the stationers. We shall fill 
all orders promptly. 





Advertising Department. 
New Suniay-Schoo asic Bok 
Joyful Songs 


BY JAMES R. MURRAY, 
Author of Pure Diamonds, School Chimes, Imperial, 4c 
An entirely new cellection of Sunday-School 


Songs by this favorite writer, whose Pure Diamonds 
has reached a sale of nearly 


Half a Million Copies. 


If you wish a collection of New Gems for your 
onan don’t fail to examine “JOYFUL 


Price, 35 cts., $3.60 per Doz, 


Sample copy mailed on receipi of 35 cents. Sold 
by most Book and Music Dealers. 


S. BRAINARD’S SONS, 
Publishers, 


14-13 CLEVELAND, OH10. 





THE BEST SHORT STORIES. 


LITTLE CLASSICS. 


1. EXILE. V. LAUGHTER 
i. INTELLECT. ‘Vi. LOVE, 

itl, TRAGEDY. Vil. ROMANCE. 
IV. LIFE. Vill. MYSTERY. 


Very tasteful little volumes, containing Stories 
and Sketches by Hawthorne, Bret Harte, Howells, 
E. E. Hale, De Quincey, Poe, Dickens, Bulwer, 
Macaulay, Mrs. Judson, and other famous writers, 

PRICE, $1.00 A VOLUME. 
‘“These dainty little books recommend themselves 


to all lovers of what is best and purest in our litera 
wure,— Worcester Palladium, 


SEND FOR CIRCULAR, GIVING CONTENTS. 


For sale by all Bookseilers. Sent, postpaid, on recep 
of the price by the publishers, 


JAMES R. OSGOOD & CO. 
. BOSTON. 
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Special Notices. 


ERVOUS 8 DEBILITY! NERV ous DEBILITY 
Debility,a depressed, irritable state of mind, 

a weak, nervous, exhausted feeling, no energy 
or animation, confused head, weak memory, 
the consequences of excesses, mental overwork. ‘This 
nervous debility finds a sovereign cure in BE. F. Kun- 
KeL’s BirTeER WINE OF IRON. It tones the system, 
dispels the mental gloom and despondency, and reju- 


venates the entire system. Sold only in é bottles. 
Get the genuine, Take only BE. F. KUNKEL’S, it bas 
ayellow wrapper aroundit, his photograph on outside. 
Sold by your druggist. KE. F. KUNKEL, Proprietor, 


Philadelphia, Pa. 


259 Tape Worm Kemoved Alive. 259 

Head and all complete in two hours. No fee till 
head passes. Seat, Pin and Stomach Worms removed 
by Dr. KUNKEL, 259 North Ninth St., Philadelphia, 
Pa. To have Tape Worm removed, patients must 
come on, but for all other worms, your d ist can 
geyente it. Ask for KUNKEL’S WORM SYRUP. 

rice, $1, and guaranteed, Send for iismies.. 1A 





Advertising Department. 





VOICE CULTURE. 


Treatment of Stammering and all other Defects 
of Speech at 
1224 Chestnut St. by M. F. EATON, 
Professor in National School of Elocution and 
Oratory, 1418 Chestnut Street, etme - 
-10-52t. 








Lustraction in PHON 0 c RAPHY 


Prof. s. ma Stiles, A.M., Stenographic Reporter, 
1020 Arch Street (2d Floor). 17-12tf 








WM, PEWSMITH'S SCHOOL. 


Rooms Central and Commodious. 
Instruction Thorough and Systematic. 
Pupils fitted for College or for Business. 
17-6-52 


1008 Chestnut St., Philad’a, 








4. J. WEIDENER, 
LAMPS, CHANDELIERS 


TABLE GLASSWARE, 
os. $8 South Seeond and 29 Strawberry Sts. 


az~ lilustrated Cotshnape Free. “@8 
6-7eo w—86-—fheow 


MONUMENTAL MARBLE WORKS. 


NEW DESIGNS AT MODE- 
RATE PRICES. 
J. WATERHOUSE 
IN’ ARCH Street, 


CONTRACTS MADE FOR VAULT®# 
AND RAILINGS, 


MARBLE ves 
general. 


WM. N. ATTWOOD & SON, 
Furnishing Undertakers, 
No. 1216 RACE STREET, 
PHILADELPHIA, 


Hearse, Carriages, &c., furnished at the Shortest 
Notice. Personal atiendance at any hour during 
the night or day. W. JAMES ATT po - Si 

17-10-5 


@iaaeaw ym COPP & co. 
Successors to MRS, GEO, COPP, 
General Furhisaing Ucdertakers, 
—435 VINE SIT REET.— 17-11-52 


nteitenenieineiiemeant 
—_— 


JAMES McKNIGHT, 
me tricao's | Forbishing Undertaker 





























A. J. BAIR, Successor to 
H. D. Sr8snn, Undertaker, N. E 
opr 19th and Rilhert Ste, Ph fe&-A2t 





THE “PARAGON "4 
SKIRT SUPPORTER ¢ 


Secures health and comfort, is 
easily adjusted to iadies or misses, 
It can be worn with or without any 
Corset. Tryitand you will never 
regretit. Price, 50 Cents. 
Lady Agents Wanted. 
Manufactured solely by 
Cc, A. BALDWIN & CO.,, 


Corset Manuft'rs, New Haven, Ct. 










For Sunday-School Teachers. 





The Presbyterian at Work. 


Containing the Westminster Lessons from January to July, prepared by Rev. JOSEPH T. DURYEA, 
D.D., of Brooklyn, N.Y., and from July to December, by Rev. 8. J. NICCOLLS, D.D., of St. Louis, Mo. 


Every number of The Presbyterian at Work contains instructions for teaching the 


LESSONS to INEANT SCELOOLS., 
By a distinguished writer for the young, and a CABINETOF ILLUSTRATIONS for the use of Teachers. 
Terms: One Copy, per Annum, 60 cents, Six Copies or more, to one person, 50 cents each. 
Postage on each Copy, five cents per Annum. 





For the Children studying the same Lessons 


THE WESTMINSTER LESSON LEAF, 


Prepared by J. BENNET TYLER, Esq. 
100 for one year, $9.00. Nine Cents a Year for each Scholar. 





THE SABBATH-SCHOOL VISITOR: 


An Attractive and Beautifully Illustrated Paper for the Young, published twice each month. 
It is, however, optional with subscribers to take it once or twice a month. 











1500 


Postage, $2 per hundred for the Semi-Monthly, and $1 per hundred for the Monthly. 





THE SUNBEAM, 


With Bright Pictures and Easy Reading for Very Little People, especially those of our Infant 
Schools. It is published four times a month, at fifty cents a year for one eopy, and 
forty cents each when ten or more copies are addfessed to one person. 
Postage two cents a year on each copy, in advance. 





aa Orders and money should be addressed tt MR. PETER WALKER, 
Presbyterian Board of Publication, No. 1334 Chestnut Street, Philadelphia. 











Provident Life and Trust ‘Company, 
Of PHniladeiphia. 


ASSETS - ~ 


Similar 2. the “ Friends’ Provident,” of England. Risks not 


- = OVER $3,000,000. 
to Friends. Low rates of 


rtality. es eae. and a ea Strictly Mutual. 


siness Men Wanted as Agents. 


BE SURE AND CALL 
AT THE 


GREAT BOSTON 99 CENT STORE, 
227 North Eighth Street. 


Their list su anything ever befrre offered 
in the city, and includes a large variety of useful 
and ornamental goods. orth EIGHTH 8t. 
between Race and Vine. 17-8-13 








Emblems, Sentences 
and Texts. 

Silk Banners $5 each. 
Banners for Interior De- 
coration 83 each. 
Stenciling done to order. 


aa Send for Circular. “@& 
TT. J. POTTER, 


ROOM 32 BIBLE HOUSE, 
7-10-45-7 New YorRK. 














John Gibson—Plain, Decorative & Fresco Painting. 
1 Glass Stainers, Modern and 

Jk tt, H. GIBS0 } Antique Church Glass, &c. 
123 & 125 South Eleventh St., Philadelphia. 
17-13-52 











$1 PRINTING PRESS—Just Out. Prints 
a form 5 by 74 inches. Send stamp for Cata- 
logue. W. C. EVANS, 50 N. 9th St., Phila. [10-13 
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Balloon Gas Regulator 


Is automatic, sensitive, simple in construction, 
durable, and instantaneous in its action. It pre 
vents all blowing and waste, all undue pressure 
on the pipes, secures steadiness of light and 


Saves from Twenty to Forty per ct. 
No gas consumer can afford to be without it. 





Agents wanted everywhere. 


3 ADAMS & STICKNEY, 
‘ational Savings Bank, 
Washington, D. C. 


Ad 











DR. TAY LOR’S 


£3 olcbrated Tooth Paste 


Cleans and beautifies the Teeth without injury 
to the enamel. WARRANTED. 


General Depot: 7°°* “*"Pitinde, Pa. 


aar-SOLD BY ALL DRUGGISTS.-@a 
17-13-52 











‘AMERICAN 


LIFE INSURANCE COMPANY, 
OF PHILADELPHIA. 
Southeast Corner of Fourth and Walrus Streets, 


Established 1860. 
Assets, January 1, 1875, $4,798,444.58. 
TRUSTEES. 


George W. Hill, Philip B. Mingle, 


Alexander Whilldin, Hon. Alex. G. Cattell. 
George Nugent, Isaac Hazlehurst, 
Hon James Pollock, Jarees L. Claghorn, 
W. J. Howard, Henry K. Bennett, 
Albert C. Roberts, L. M. Whilldip, 


John Wanamaker. 


17.10 18e4w 
1825. THE PENNSYLVANIA "1875: 
Fire Insurance Company, 
Philadelphia. 
Ascorporated 18235. 


Capital, $400,000.00. Assets, $1.572,139.92. 


JOHN DEVEREUX, President. 
WM. G. CROWELL, Secretary. 17-7-52 








SURANCE COMPANY OF eee 
ELPHIA.—Assels Accumulated, $4.875,563.3 
The Penn is a purely MUTUAL ‘ OMPANY. ui 
ofits surplus premiums are returned to the mem- 
bers every year, thus furnishing insurance at the 


Vist PENN MUTUAL LIFE IN- 



































lowest possible rates. All policies non-forfeitable 
a@ Charter Perpetual “Oe Sor thar vales. Endowinens policies issuéd at 
GEORGE W. HILL, President. life rates, 4 CENTS BA “ is Apply to 
JOHN 8. WILSON, Secretary. . 3 ce President, 
17-6-13eiw JOHN C. SIMS, Actuary. 17-8-138e4w No. 921 Chestnut St., Philad’a, Pa. 
No. B it oa 
GOOD CHANCE({é&Jge cas 
Wilkie Collins’ great story, “ The Law and A 3 > 
Be. os 
the Lady,” price in book form, $1 50, Eins > \- "Iose3 
M. E. Braddon’s charming romance, “ Host- aS8 8 ~ geal *s 
3 to Fortune,” price in book form $1.25. Pm 3 = KE Gan 
Both the above sent postpaid for 25 cents, in us x 3 ye, 
THE AMERICAN MIRROR—& weekly paper for the | ¢£ ga - 2 ore 
millions who love reading. Address, Tur | Es ~ | 85 
AMERICAN MIRROR, P.O. Box 4521 (29 Rose Street), 48 g x ta 
New York City. Say where you saw this adver- e | ta | 
tisement. 17-12-52 O 3 aw 
aa tT BETO mar tere An erect form is the basis of Good Health; 
a contracted chest and stooping form 
0 , are sure indications of a hing disease. To se- 
cure the one and avoid the other, wear 





To the first purchaser in eech town, we 
will ship 1000 t of our heavy felt Reofing, 
with everything necessary to put it on for thirty 
dollars. SEND FoR SAMPLES AND CIRCULARS, 

PENN ROOFING COMPANY, 
107 Seuth Second Street, San. 
13 

















REMIUM CHESTER WHITE PIGS.—$15 each, 
$28 a pair. Chester County MAMMOTH CoRN: 
and Imported Beeran Oats. 4 tbs by mail, $i, 
k, $2; }4 bushel, $3; bushel. $5. Circulars ‘and 
= sampie Pac a 


10-8 
MONR) eal y made b polling TEAS at IMPOR- 
8S’ PRIC A eo | up clubs in 
towns and pi Abs for the « oldest Tea Company 
in America. Greatest inducement. Send for cir- 
cular. CANTON TEA CO,, 148 Chambers St in. Ze 
4 


3 of Seeds Free for 2 stamps, Ad- 
UYER, Parkesburg, Chester Co , Pa. 








EA AGENTS WANTED EVERYWHERE.—The 
choicest in the world—Importers’ prices— 
largest werpbod y in America—staple article— 
| largest eve ly—trade increasing—best induce- 
men ont waste time—send for Circular to 
Ses? Guia, 43 Vesey St, N.Y. P.O. Box 1287. 





PRATT’S BRACE. 


Retail Price of our Men’s New White Brace, with 
Plated nse, ond Buckles, $2 25; Ladies’ do., New 


Pin and , Men's Buff, with jarnen 
Buckle, $1.75 | Sent, post-paid, on recei; 

Send chest measure. For sale by at principal 
dealers, and by 


Cleveland Shoulder-Brace (Co., Cleveland, 0. 


&@ ASK YOUR DEALER for PRATTS BRACE. 
10-4-E 0 Ww. 








BANISH CUMBERSOME SET 'TEES 
Send for 
Descriptive Circular of the 


The Arrangement A ffording 
A Straight Seating for Lectures, 
A Curved Seating for Sunday-Schools. 


pep EVERYTHING GAINED—MONEY SAVED.~G3a 


The National School Furniture Co., 
17-5-18 LA & 113 WILLIAM St. 





» mw. ¥. 





EPILEPSY OR FITS Cured by the use of Ross’ a 
Remedies. Tatat Packaes vars. For cir 


oulars, evidence ef success. etc., addres 
No. 267 Main Stress, lad 
17-4-13e0W 








UNKLE’S MAGIC HAIR RESTORER 
contains no sulphur, lead, silver, dirt, or 
je does not crisp the hair or poison ‘the 
rain; restores gray, mixed, red, light o: faded 
hair to a beautiful soft, glossy brown or black. in 
from one to three applications. Each bottle war- 
ranted or money refunded. Sent to any address 
on receipt of price, $l per bottle. Applied free of 
charge at the Depot and Office. 916 VINE STREET. 
it, Aap State where you saw this card. 17-8-52 








OR Coughs, Colds, Incipient Con- 
sumption, General Debility, 
Use Trindo’s 
Cod Liver Oi] and Lacto-Phosphate of Lime, 
endorsed by the leading physicians and 
hospitals of Philadelphia. More nutritious 
and palatable than the pure oii alone. 
CHAS ELLIS. SOW & €O. 
1000 Market Street, Philadeiphia. 
12-18 or tf 





HOOPING coven, ASTHMA, 
CROU P, and Rackin hs cured by 
Delavan’s Whooping- hw Remedy. 
Sold at 6th and W Sts., Phila” apl8-52t 








A Beautiful Set of Gum Teeth $15, war- 

re uted equal to any made; solid old fill- 

ings, $3; silver fillings, $1. New York Dental Rooms, 

Established 1851, Dr. MEADEB,\262 6th Aven ue. 
17-7-22xl5eow 


TO ADVERTISERS. 


No Advertisement will be inserted in 
“THE TIMES” 
that does not explain its whole meaning on its 
face, and that is not guaranteed by a 
responsible name. 
The Prices of Advertising are: 


EACH INSERTION (per line) - 235 cis. 

«For 3 months, 5 per cent. discount. 

‘or 6 months, 10 . 

For 12 months, 20 * - 
Business Notices—Special Rates. 
Cuts and Extra Displays—Speeial Rates. 
Copy for Advertisements must be on hand 

by Saturday of each week. 

—ADDRESS— 


JOHN WANAMAKER, 


—PUBLISHER,— 
610 Chestuat St., Philadelphia. 
304 Feurth Avenue, New York. 
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Laverisng, Departmeat 


Sacred Cantata 


OF THE BEAUTIFUL CANTATA 


JENUS.2 FRIEND CHILDREN 


Was given at Bethany, Thursday Evening, 
to a large and delighted auditory. 
Unless we are much mistaken, 

This Cantata will take rank among the Best 
Productions of its Class. 

20: 











E have printed, in a neat pamphlet, 
Words and 


Music, and have it for aale at this 


the whole Cantata, 


Office—Price, 25 Cents per copy. 
Special Discounts will be made to Sunday- 
Schools and Societies desiring to give the 
piece. It is adapted to the capacity of 


almost every Sunday-School in the country. 











If you wish to add good Books to your Library 
(and certainly no others should ever find a place) 
send to one who knows just what and what not to 
send. 

If inconvenient to call, send old catalogue to 
revent duplicating, and, if our selection should 
ail to please, will exchange. 

Our stock comprises every possible uisite, 
such as Commentaries, Maps, Cards, Singing Books, 
&c., &c., that you may need. Liberal discounts 
allowed, with immediate attention to all orders in 
or out of the city. Theological and other Books 


in great variety. 
Uv. D. WARD, 


10-13 150 Nassan St. (up-stairs), N. Y. 


TRY THEM FOR A MONTH—SECOND QUARTER NOW READY. 


Blackboard Qutlines nary 


(Three feet long, two feet wide.) 


—ON THE— 


TONAL LESSON 


OR 1 


os 


Suitable for all grades of classes, including the primary. 
PREPARED BY REV. and MRS. W. F. CRAFTS. 


A Blackboard Picture or Exercise for every Lesson in the year. 


Postpaid, $4 per year.—_PRICE—$1 per quarter.—35 Cts. per month. 


ADDRESS; *- 


H. REVELL, 
91 Washington Street, Chicago. 








Two Books for the Times. 


PREPARING TO TEACH. 
A NORMAL CLASS-BOOK. 


IT TREATS OF 


Bible Evid s, by Jonn HALL, D.D. 
The Tabernacle,......... by E. P. Humpurey, D.D. 
Manners and Customs,....by W. H. Gren, D.D. 
Summary of Doctrine, ...by F. L. Patton, D.D. 
How to Teach the Bible,..by J. BENNET TYLER. 

It is designed to be a HAND-BOOK for Teach- 


, and for the especial use of TRAINING 
CLASSES. Longe 1a. Illustrated. Price, $1.75. 








Father Tompkins and his 
BIBLES. 


By Professor WILLis J. BEECHER, 
of Auburn Seminary. 


Under the garb of a pleasing narrative, it dis- 
cusses questions of vital importance with regard 
to the Bible, and meets prevailing forms of doubt 
and skepticism as to the inspiration, credibility 
and authenticity of the Scriptures. Farmer Tomp- 
kins, with his “ Biblearium,” is a character that 
impresses itself upon the reader vividly. 16mo. 
Lilustrated. Price, $1.25. 





Address orders to 
JOHN A. BLACK, 
Business Superintendent, 
Presbyterian Board of Publication, 
1334 Chestnut Street, Philadelphia, Po, 














BLENDING LIGHTS — 


Or, The Relations of Natural Science, Archwology 
and History to the Bible. 

In these days of multiplied attacks upon the 
Bible, and through it u.on supernatural religion, 
there isacal] for multiplied replies. lzmo. 376 pp. 
$2.00.—AMERICAN TRACT SOCIETY, New York. 
Philad’a, 1308 Chestnut St.—H. N. THISSELL. 


ONLY AF Cents EACH 
[TERNATIONAL [jEsson \JonraLY 


—FOR— 
—B. F. JACOBS, Editor,— 
For the remaining three quarters of 1875, 


IN CLUBS OF TEN OR MORE TO ONE ADDRESS. 
75 Cents for Single Subscriptions, 


a oe ° 
In Clubs of 10 or more, with 6 Scholars’ 
Papers for each copy, 75 cents. 


soa gunergsom PH, REVELL, Publisher 


91 Washington St.. Chicago. 13-2 








0 ALL SUNDAY-SCHOOLS, etc. 
Execursions.—Chester Heights affords 
accommodations and has advantages une- 
qualed by any other groves, On the liné of 
Balt. Central R. R., 22 miles from Broad and 
Washington. Management strictly Christian 
—no Dancing, Drinking of Intoxicating 
Liquors, or Gambling allowed. Look no fur- 
ther—Run no risks—Select your dav at once—No 
charge foreithergrove, Reo. J RB. McCullough, 
President, 1018 4drch Street. 12-6 





WAIT FOR OUR NEW 
SUNDAY-SCHOOL SONG BOOK, 


BRIGHTEST & BEST 


By Rev. Robt. Lowry and 
W. Howard Doane, 


well-known authors of PurE GoLp and 
ROYAL DIADEM. 


“BRIGHTEST AND BEST’’ 


—WILL BE— 
Ready in April. 
It will contain 160 pages of new and valuable 


Sunday-School Songs, by the authors, and other 
well-known composers, 


The 








VOICE OF GOD 


A new and waluable Book of absorb- 
ing interest. Itisa Complete Compen- 
dium eof Sacred History, Biography 
and Chronology. It contains all the 
Historie and Legendary Lore of the 
Bible, Biographical Accounts of ite 
Patriarebs. Prophets, Priests, Kings 
and Heroes. A'so the occurrences of 
Feur Hundred Years from the last of 
the Prophets to the birth of Christ (not 
found in any other single volume). A 
royal octave of 800 pages, embellished 
with numerous handseme engravings. 

Liberal terms to Agents. 


Millers’ Bible and Publishing House, 


13-13 1102 & 1104 Sansom St., Phila. 








PALMER’s 


SONGS + LOVE 


“TRIED AND PROVED.” 
No Experiment 


in buying NONGS OF LOVE 


For the Sabbath-School. 
Has given the ut- 


SONGS OF LOVE sncse  stistaction 


in all instances. The author is one of our 
most popular composers, as well as one of 
our best, and we feel that we shall but do 
him and the public justice in recommending 
this, his best work, most heartily. 


By H. R. PALMER. 
Price, $3.60 per dozen. 


Specimen copy mailed postpaid upon receipt 
of 30 cents by the Publishers. 


JOHN CHURCH & CO. 


Cincinnati, Ohio. 


12- 








IT WILL BE TO YOUR ADVANTAGE 


If you wish any 


Sunday-School Library Books, Rewards 
or Requisites, 

to write for a Catalogue to 

PERKINPINE & HIGGINS, 


17-7-26 830 Arch Street, Philadelphia. 





B iy PUBLISHED by CASSELL, PETTER & 
GALPIN, 596 Broapway, N. Y., “THE BIBLE 
Story,” a beautiful new book for the young, con- 
tains all the leading points of the Bible in the 
words of the authorized version, printed in clear 
type, handsomely illustrated by “ Dore,” and ele- 
ganuy bound. The must beautiful book of its 
ind. 4g Agents wanted everywhere to canvass 
this and other papres works from same house, 
NNSYLVANIA AGENCY, 
10-13 247 So. Sixth St, Phila. 








By P. P. BLISS, 


Is acknowledged to be the best Book ever issued 
for Revival and Sunday-School Work Specimen 
copy sent by mail on receipt of 30 cts. — $8.60 per 
dozen, by 

JOHN CHURCH & CO., Cincinnati, O. 


—IT Is— 


Tae TRUTEL 


GOSPEL SONGS! 


Is having & more extended sale than any Book of 
a similar character ever before issued. The de- 
mand for specimen copies (which are sent by 
mail on receipt of 30 cts.) is in nearly every 
case followed by 1 orders, showing t the 
contents of the Book are its sure recommenda- 
tion. Address all orders to the publishers, 


JOHN CHURCH & CO. 


Cincinnati. O, 
jyll-ly 














MUSIC BOOKS 
QUARTET CHOIRS. 


Thomas’s Sacred Quartets. 
Baumbach’‘s Sacred Quartets. 
Buck’s Motet Coltection. 
Baumbach’s New Cottection. 
Buck’s 2d Motet Collection. 
Chareh and Home. 
Hayter’s Church Music. 
Trinity Collection. 


Price of each book, in Boards, $2.50. In Cloth, $2.75. 


CLARKE’S NEW METHOD 


FOR REED ORGANS 


By WILLIAM H. CLARKE. Price $2.50, 


Mr. Wm. H. Clarke, a distin 
and composer, was e 





ished organist 
pecially fortunate in the 
compilation of this fine work, which sprang into 
popular favor immediately on its issue, has had 
remarkable success, and continues to be the lead- 
ing method. Contains, in addition to instructions, 
a capital collection of Reed Organ music. 





a@ All books : sent, post-paid, for retail price. 
OLIVER DITSON & CO., CHAS. H. DITSON & CO., 
Boston. Tit Br’dway, N. Y. 
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x ee RTistic TYPOGRAPHICAL EMPORIUM, | 
. | 


CHESTNUT 610 STREET. 











Gospel Singer. 


JUST ISSUED. 
$30 per 100 copies, © Sample copy, by mail, 36 cts, 


lee & Walker, °**rnitadetpnia.” 
“BRIGHTEST AND BEST” 


will be sold at the old popular price, $30 per 
100 Copies, in Board Covers. SEND 
YOUR OROERS AT ONCE. Orders 
filled im turn as received. 


One copy, in Paper Cover, sent on receipt of 
25 Cemts, when ready. Address, 


BIGLOW & MAIN, “xow'youn. 


on 91 Washington St., Chicago. 
17-1; 














NS 

Atlowestpric consistent with the quality given 

and guaranteed. Send Stamp for Catalogues. 
E. & G. G. HOOK & HASTINGS, Boston, 


Builders of nearly 800 organs, including the 
Six i and most complete in the country. 
Established 1827. 17-326e0w 


$ 





For First-class Pianos, sent on trial 
Circulars free. U. 8. PIANO CO., 
$10 Broadway, N. Y. Please state 
where you saw this notice. {ap18-52t 








ROBERT PATON & SON, 


MANUFACTURER OF 


Church and School Furniture. 


Sunday-School and Lecture Room. 











New comes With 
ey 4 ant ie LY / 
a "47 Phi gieeg Adjustable 
Superinten- 1 Top. 
dent's A Great 
Desk Favorite. 
SETTEES, of Every Description, 
BLACK DS, &c., &c. 


BOAR 
No 2% Grove Street, New York. 
N. B.—Our Patent Reversible Settees are 


knowledged favorites. y 
Bleecker Street and 8th Avenue cars pass 
within one block of the door. 
‘a_Send stamp for Catalogue. ap4-eowly 











WM. BURKHARDT, 
CABINET MAKER, 


No. 325 Harmony Court, Philadelphia, Pa. 


Orders of Every Description Received. 
17-2-6e0w 








SPOONER’S 


Flower | Prize Flower Seeds, 
Seeds,  SPOONER'S Boston Market 


; Vegetable Seeds, 
Vegetable ,,mcsri Priced Cata- 


gue, with over 150 illustra- 
) 
Seeds. 


itions, mailed free to —— 
° 
17-2-8e0w 


icant. W.H.SPOUN 
Boston, Mass. 
DREERS jae SEEDg 
Mlways Fresh and Beltable.—DKEER'S GAR- 
DEN CALENDaR, 1875, cow tains descriptive and 
prices lists ot Vegetable, Flower aud Grass Seeds, 
lants, Bulbs, Novelties and every GARDEN RR- 
Quisirs. Beautifully illustrated. Mailed free. 


Aadress HENRY A. DREER, Philadelphia, Pa. 
17-10-8-—36-6—=18-6-12—_ 























— 


Mrs. W.H.Helweg.] Established 1854. [P. Kessel. 
HELWEG & CO., 


FINE BOOTS and SHOES, 


No. 614 ARCH NT., PHILA. 
Gents’ and Boys’ Boots, Shoes and Gaiters always on 
hand and made to order. Kepairing prompt'y 
attended to. 4@-Orders from abroad always 


receive special attention. 17-8-13e0w 








AS ask your shoemaker for the PATENT 
Lou BUTTON. They cannot come off. 





ELLWOOD CARPET CLEANING 
AND SCOURING COMPANY. 
CARPETS Taken up, Shaken and Relaid. 
Cleaned upon the Floor. 
Office, 506 West Twenty-first St. 
Weat of 10th Avenue, 


JOSEPH WELLWOOD, Prop’r. New York, 


17-10-52 





CONSTANT EMPLOYMENT ** crvese.fete 
$30 a week warranted. No capital required. Par 
ticulars and valuable sample sent free. Address, 


with 6c. return —., 
10-18 C. ROSS, Williamsburgh, N. Y 
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Insurance, 


THE EQUITABLE LIFE ASSUR- 
ANCE SOCIETY. 


It is a method 


of assuring the payment of a large 


HAT is life assurance? 


sum of money, at some remote time, to one’s 
family or heirs, in consideration of a small 


sum of money paid now. 


What good does it do? It secures a patri- 
mony for the wifé and children, or for de- 
pendent relatives, in the event of the death 
of the head of the family. It makes sure 
from the start that which ordinarily requires 
a lifetime of patient industry to accomplish. 
It protects a family against want and penury ; 
an estate against serious loss by a sudden 
and forced settlement of its affairs; and, 
the form of an endowment, it provides capi- 
tal for business or support for the years of 
old age. 


Who should assure? Every man whose 
age, health and purse will permit him to 
purchase a life assurance policy; the young 
man, becatise he can obtain his assurance at 
allow cost; the working-man, the salaried 
man, the professional man, because this is 
the only method by which their small an- 
nual savings can be put to a safe and benefi- 
cial use; the man of wealth, because “riches 
take to themselves wings,” and it is wise to 


provide against their loss. 

How largely ought one to assure? For 
no more than he is able to pay, not in this 
year only, but in the years to come. He 
should consider his own circumstances and 
those of his family; and having obtained his 
policy should never allow it to lapse. 

Is it safe? A life assurance policy in any 
of our large and well-managed companies is 
as safe as any savings bank, and is a better 
security for a family than most investments 
in real estate, stocks, bonds or business en- 
terprises. In all the transactions of the 
Equitable Life Assurance Society, and other 
companies of the same class, security is a 
paramount consideration, because, while the 
contract provides against immediate loss, it 
also looks to a settlement after many years 
in the future, or after the death of one 
of the contracting parties. 





We learn that Messrs. Biglow & Main, so well 
known all over the world as the leading publish- 
ers of Sunday-School Song Books, intend to bring 
out a new book in April, by the favorite authors, 
Messrs. Lowry & Doane. These authors have 
worthily earned their high reputation by their 
many beautiful songs in “ Pure Gold” and “ Royal 
Diadem,” and we are assured that the forthcom- 
ing work will be a worthy follower to its illustri- 
ous predecessors. 





Advertising Department. 


A GREAT OFFRR! HORACE WATERS & SONS, 

481 Ly py LA NrY., wild dispose 
of 100 PIANOS & O of tirat class 
makers, including WATERS. dest@emedy 
low prices tor exsh, or part cash, and balance 
in small monthly payments. 


WATERS’ NEW SCALE PIANOS 


are the best made; The touch elastic, and 
a tiene singing tone, powerful, pare and 
even, 


WATERS’ CONCERTO ORGANS 


cannot be excelled in teme or beauty; they 
defy competition. The Concerto Stop 
isa fine Imitation of th Human Voice. 
PRICES EXTREMELY LOW jor cash 
this Menth. Monthly Instaiments re- 
ceived; on Pianas, 810 fo 815; Organs, 
S84 fo 8S: monthly after first deposit. 
AGENTS WAN vED. A liberal discount 
to Teachers, Ministers, Churches, Schools, Loages, 
ete. Special inducements to the trade. 


Wherever well tried THE QUINTON BRAND stands Highest and Best. 





QUINTON TOMATOES 


Are sold by Grocers generally throughout the U. 


Wholesale by the Proprietors, 


who have in store a large stock of all the ph Brands of CANNED GOODS. 
a@ Price Lists sent to Dealers.-Ga 


REEVES, PARVIN & CO. 
45 NorthW ater St., Philadelphia. 


FACTORY, MILLVILLE, N. J. 


17-14 





SONGS OF GRACE AND GLORY. 


The very best sander= chool Son 
Beok. By W. F. SH N and 8. J. 
VAIL. 160 Pages. Splendid Hymns, 
Choice Music, Tinted Paper, Superior 
Bindieg. Price, in Boards, 35¢.; 83.60 
per Dozen; $20 per 100. Matled ai retail 
price. Publishers, HORACE WATERS 
& SONS, 481 Broadway, New York. 
P.O. Box 3567. 14-: 


Secrets of the Sanctum, 


AN INSIDE VIEW OF AN EpDiTOR’s LIFE. 
12mo0,Cloth, Black and Gold, $1.50. By A. F. HILL. 
Full of Humor and Satire. 


MY DANISH DAYS 


With a glance at the 
History, Traditions and Literature of the Old 
Northern Country. 
By Geo. L. Griffin, late U.S. Consul at Copenhagen. 
Chatty, Instructive and Deeply Interesting. 








READY SOON. 
—The Magnificent New Lawn Game— 


QUOITET. 


Cheap, Simple and Intensely Exciting. 


CLAXTON, REMSEN & HAFFELFINGER, 


624, 626, 628 Market St., 
PHILADELPHIA, PA. 





ALSON & PHILLIPS, 
PUBLISHERS, 
809 Broadway, N.Y. 


Keep constantly on hand a Complete Stock of the 
LATEST AND BEST 


SUNDAY-SCHOOL LIBRARY BOOKS, 
—AND— 
Teachers’, Scholars’ and Superintendents’ Helps. 
They make it a point not allow any anes on 
their shelves that is not approved as GOOD. 
LIBRARY COMMITTEES will find it to their 
advantage to call on us before purchasing else- 
where. Catalogues mailed free on application. 








— 
































Echoes from Zion. 


Things New and Old in Secred Song. 
Edited by W. ¥. Sherwin. For Prayer, 
Praise and Revival Meetings, comprising 
the leading favorite sengs with many 
choice new ones. The most desirable col- 
lection of Devotional Hymus and Musie 
ever issued. It contains 128 handsome pages. 
Price, paper, 25 cts., $20 per 100. Boards. 30 cts., 

25 per hundred. Cloth, flexible, 35 cts., $30 per 
hunired, Mailed at retail pevese. Publishers, 

@RACE WATERS & SONS, 
481 woshden New foe Box 3567. 14-2 











CENTENNIAL GAMES make 
a splendid Gift for old or 
young. A storehouse of 
fun and profit for the so- 
cial circle in the-e 50 new 
— of American History 

‘or 100 years, on 60 cards. 
Sent by mail for 75 cents. 
§ They stand without arival 
win the home circle.” 
— wanted 


B. TREAT, 
805 Ba. New York. 








Fosomin TO GREENWOOD GROVE. 





Now is the time to make arrangements for 
Sunday-School Excursions to this beautiful 
grove, located on the line of the West Chester 

and Phila R R., about thirteen miles from Phila- 
delphia. Price for Excursions: for Adults, 45 cts.: 
Children, 25 cents. A reasonable deduction will 
be made for a large number. Call at 3lst and 
Chestnut Streets to make arrangements. 

Cars leave nearly every hour. 

4-4 H. K. SMITH, Superintendent. 





OENTNER'S GROVE BYCUSiON Park 


At BONAIR STATION on the N.E. P.R.R. 
Delightful Resort for Sunday-Schools, Ten 
Acres of green sward; plenty of shade; vo stumps 
or gga 9 ¢ spring water; exteusive improve- 
ments, dress— 





iilustrated Catalogues Mailed for 3 
cent stamp. 14-2 


sad ” B. GOENTNER, HATBORO, PENNA. 


PRICE & WOOD 


SPECIAL 


White Goods, — Edgings, 


Flouncings and Insertings. 
RUFFLINGS, PUFFINGS & TUCKINGS, 
Ladies & Gents’ Linen Handkerchiefs 


BELOW REGULAR PRICES, 
TABLE LINENS, NAPKENS, 


BARGAINS AND TOWELS. 
7°? or” DRESS GOODS. 


Sheeting and Shirting Muslins at 
the very Lowest Prices. 


N. W. Cor. 8th & Filbert Sts. 


PHILADELPHIA. 


17-10-12-E, mo. 1s 
wail 
| | 


Philadelphia & Reading 
Coal and Iron Co, 


Price OF Coat, 
MARCH, 1875. 


(Per Ton of 2240 Ibs.) 

















In Yard. delivered 

gg 7 . - ) $5.50 - $6.25 
igg, Stove, and . or 
Small Stove, p 35s 80 $6.55 
Chestnut, - ad  g4.75 + $5.50 
Pea, a - > $3.40 © $4.15 


BEST QUALITY, 
THOROUGHLY SCREENED AND PICKED. 
Orders received by mail or at any of the Com- 
pony y's Offices im the city. Terms CASH, except 
y special agreement. 3-13 





SUNDAY-SCHOOL WORKERS, 
SUNDAY-SCHOOL CHILDREN, 
THE READERS OF THE TIMES 
Should Patronize the Popular 


Dining and Ice Cream Rooms 
OF G. BYRON MORSE, 


912 ARCH STREET, PHIL: (DELPHI A. 


J-v-02 





MENEELY & KIMBERLY, 


BELL FOUNDERS, 
Troy, New York, 


CHAPEL BELLS a Specialty. 

















aa- Illustrated Catalogues sent free, 17-1-52 
BUCKEYE BELL FOUNDRY 
Established im 1037 
Superior Bel s of Copper and Tin 
mounted with the ‘best Rotary Hang 


gs, for ¢ "hurches, Schools, Farms 
Factories, Court Houses, Fire Alarms 
Tower Clocks, Chimes, et. Fully 
Warrante 1. 
Lilustrated Catalogue sent Free. 
VANDUZEN & TIFT, 
102 and 104 East Second St.,Ciucinnat 





SHOT-GUNS, RIFLES, PISTOLS gm REVOLVERS, 
















of pba and every une Send stamp for 
= Address Great Western Gun 
and Revolver Works, Pittsburgh, Pa. 


Manufacture a Superior Quality of BELLS. CHURCH | 
and 








NOVELTIES 


At Retail. 
ALT. STEWART & OO. 


—ARE MAKING— 


AN IMMENSE 


EXHIBITION 


THE— 


Choicest 


Latest 2 
SPRING NOVELTIES 


Neasonable & Desirable Goods 


—INCLUDING— 





—OF 


Real India Camel’s Hair Shawls, 
Plain and Fancy Silks, 
Dress Goods, 
Grenadines, Mourning Goods, 


LADIES’, MISSES’ & CHILDREN’S 
Ready-Made Dresses, Cloaks, 
Sacques and Polonaises, 
Embroideries, Laces, 
Worked Goods of Every Description, 
Gentlemen’s Furnishing Goods, 
Fans, Fancy Goods, 
Printed Cambrics, Jaconets, 
Organdies, Etc., Etc., 

In NEW and CHOICE DESIGNS and BEAUTI- 
FUL COLORINGS. The above have been received 
from PARIS and LYONS per LAST STEAMERS, 


and from their ELEGANCE AND BEAUTY 
DESERVE SPECIAL ATTENTION, 


PLEASE CALL AND EXAMINE. 


Broadway, 4th Ave. 
Jth and 10th Sts. 


The Greatest Discovery of the Age! 





C.F. BINDER’S 
Rheumatic Liniment. 


This unequaled Remedy for Rheumatism and 
all its Kindred Affections, is a discovery of a 
thoroughly skillful chemist, who, after years of 
s'udy in his native country under those celebrated 
German Professors of Chemistry—Schroeder, of 
Baden, Fresinius. of Frankfort-on-the-Main, 
Quitto and Schmitzer, became engaged in some 
of the leading laboratories of this country, where 
he has resided a number of years, devoting his 





entire time to his favorite science. This Liniment 
is the result of experiments made with no view of 
pecuniary profit, a great quantity of it having 


been given away to the afflicted. The proprietors 
have been induced to make a Business of Manu- 
facturing and Selling it, ihe unanimous testimony 
in its favor, by the many who have used it, being 
the inducement. 


SOLD BY JOHNSON, HOLLOWAY & CO. 
603 Arch Street, 
And Druggists Generally. PRICE, $1.00 Per Gottie. 








oe 





